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very much Enlarged. 9 
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IJ of the great acknowledged | rincapli 
I of Religion, cannot be Unſea onab 


f fone Uje. The Sil Y 
8 he oh | ol/owing Reflections 


1: them of that kind, neceſ- 
jay I att by all ſorts 
. and /o cannat be too. en 
3 ; though in different 
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Aud whoever 


* Year, for Self- Examination, 
"Confedion of Sin, 
1 ſolemn Rene wal 
of their Covenant with God, 
(which ſeveral of theſe RefleBHions, 
a not only Excite to, but are in- 
W 0 to direct and aſſiſt him in,) I 
am perſwaded he will thank 'me for 
putting him in Mind (at leaſt) 
© ſeaſonable an Exerciſe, The great- 
. _ 14 _ Meditations were be- 


10 Res Rods e 
F 8 a Book to 1 % 
For which Reaſon, I may hope, this 
wuill be read by ſeveral, who ſuffer 
much better (becauſe bigger) Books | 
3 © tohe by them neglected. Some may 
„poi give it the Reading g, 46 4 
 New-Years-Gift. 
. Z ſhall be ſo far perſwaded by it, as to ſet 


ſome Time in the Beginning of 


Repentance, 


) of Jo. 


gon. 


enn ond <Naw Years Day: tho N 1 

others are thought fit to he inſerted, 
as tending to promote the ſameDeſig on, | 
But knowing how much ea ſier it is ts 


ſtir up other Mens Devotion, than to 
3 and keep alive my o .]õ n 
is deſired, that the moſt Devonʒt 

Thoughts contained i in theſe Papers, = 
may be looked upon as what the Au. 


r/wade to, 


thor aims at, and wouldipe 


racher than what he bath already at- 
tained : As what he knows be ought _ } 


to be, and do, and deth ſ ſeriouſly en- 


deayonr, rather than what he is, and | 
hath pee F beartily lamenting where- 


in he bath been faulty, or defective in 1 


juch Duties as theſe, and the like Re- 


fleftions do oblige to, and enforce upon 


All, who ſhall 0 them, and there: 4 | 


for much more upon himſelf. Z 
e me 1 


"Te the Reader. _ IM N 1 


"Iv: the Reader. E 


aul others thorter,aud that the Style 
u in ſome places more neglected 


dier any Setwice ts the Souls of Men, 
on any fecure Sinner, any Self dectiv- 


be quit kucd and advarced, I hope Gad 
bill accept it. Tobis Being 1 bion- 
iS e it, inde thoſe ü. 
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"That 85 were Paus 4 at poet | 
times, and in occaſi onal Retirements 


for Spiritual Exerciſes, will, with tte 


difference of the Subjects, bs a ſaffi. 7 
cient Excuſe, that ſome are larger 


than in others; I I may hereby ren- 


_ bi Hypacrite be hereby aVakened, or 
any ſerious Chriſtian's Devotion | 
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Man, hom little it it Conſidered and Bee, nn 
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Then 1 conſid, 0 rt 
was the Concluſion of the Laſt 
Tear, and that I now am entered 
on FARE "ris ſeafonable to reflect on the 
mutable Condition , "and port Duration 
of all Things 1 iu this World, which are 
red by Tine. That as they have 
Aa: 


their - 
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= - their Beginning, ſo they have their End: 
And that the Diſtance, or Space of Time 
bdetween the ane and the other is very 
= little. Let me. not then, O ay; Saul! 
= We and pleaſe my ſelt too much in 
Wes Enjoyments,.remembring a Change 
may be at hand, and the End is certain. 
ö Many who were Rich and Flouriſning 
=. the laſt-Year, may be reduced to Poverty | 
dad deep Diſtreſs, before the end of this: 
WH Who ere now in; a Capacity to relieve. 
8 Zane with aſe Months, or a ſhorter 
o& Space, may be Objeas: of other Mens 
= Charity: The Thing which hath been, is that 
which maybe: And that which hath been 
ſeen ia one Year, may happen in ano- 
cher; ſo eaſily, ſo quickly may a Changes | 
de made! Riches' may unex pectedly 
change their Owners, and borrow Wings 
of a thouſand Accidents, wherewith- to 
= Hy to Heaven for a new Diſpoſal. he 
w therefore who poſſeſs, ſhould be as if they poſ- 
ſeſſed not; for the Faſhion of this World paſ- 
 feth away. Iunumerable Caſualties may 
effect that Change, which no Humane 
Art or Skill can poſſibly foreſee, or hin- 
der. Afflictive unexpected Evils attend 
1 us. every where: We cannot promiſe our 
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ths on „ Time nll Beg. 1 #3 
4: ſelves Tranquility for a Day, much leſs 


me one Tear to come. They lay in wait for 1 | 
ery us on every ſide, enter at every Crevice. 
ul ! and commonly overtake us, when we are 
in. leaſt apprehenſive of their Approach. 
nge Man that is born of a Moman is of few 
in. | Days, and full of Trouble: He cometh up 

ing as à Flower, and is cut down; fleeth as a 


erty || Shadow and continueth not. What then 
his: are Riches, Beauty, Strength and Honour, 
eve the Accidents of this Subſtances” wen "| 
ter it ſelf but a Shadow. 3 
jens || How falſe is the Hope of Many. "nab 
that how frail is all his Glory! One Day can 
een make an End of all his Riches and Ho- 
o- nours: And yet what Solicitude, Cre 
ange | and Labour, to ge what we deſire of | 
edly ul things, (though often we do nt | 
ings | need em) and then to keep what we have 

K to "porten; and then to excreaſe i it, andthen 
They do defend ix, and at laſt to enjoy it, and i 
poſ⸗ a Moment it is ſnatch'd foes us, or we 
paſ- | fromit. His Liſe is but a Vapour, of 
may | which they: all depend; then how much 
nane jeſs are they? To how Toeedy ann Altera- 
hin- tion are they ſubjeck! What numberleſss 
trend | Inſtances of this doth one Tear, Experience 
eour | furniſh ? What ſadning e e 9 
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Az yet how difficult is it to conquer the 
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many ſince this Day Twelve-month ! 
and Multitudes who are now at Eaſe, and 


removed, ſhall meet with ſharper Tryals 
before the End of this Lear. Alas 


find it ſo? All Men ſhould count upon 
Trouble and Diſappointment, Suffering 


- hath the leaſt Share, is reckoned the moſt 
' proſperous Man; and yet he knows not 


We reckon our Foys by the Abſence of 


ethers meet with; and before the End of 
this Year, our Condition may be as diſ- 


true; though I cannot, I dare not deny 
Love of this Worid, and of this Body, 


to that degree J ought! to undervalue 


the Intereſt of a ſnort, a mutable, uncer- 
tain, and troubleſom Life, in compariſon 
of the permanent poſſeſſion of an everlaſt- 
ing Good! Though I know, that what is 
Earthly and Temporal muſt needs be thus 
_ changeable and fading; and that it is as 


der 


and unenpected Calamities have befallen 
think their Mountains too ſtrong to be 
bo few conſider or believe it, ?cill they 
and Sorrow in this World; and he that 


low ſoon his Portion may be doubled. 


ſome degrees of Sorrom and Calamity that 


true of Man himſelf, as of any thing un- 


der the Sun; yet how 'do!Þ:forget e 
Man is not only-mutable in his States! 
his Boch, and his Lis, hut in his find 
too, ſo as to love and. hate to chuſe and 
neg lect, to delight inzand aher ſhch things 
at one time, as he did not before! He. 
doth not paſs che ſame Jug ment, not re- 
tain the ſame Affectlins at one time ad c 
ng another. Ho do Ive, a&Ifall this werte 
nat as certainly falſe, às it is unqueſtionably 
oft true? admire, love, fear; truſt i A, a 
not if he were the direct Conmary to what he 
ed. , and ſeek for Iamortality upon Earthy = 
of and act as if I were aſſured of it, abt were 
hat not liable to any Change; though ar 
1 of knowledge and *know-: the'”(Contrarys 
diſ- Though the i Tears Experience, and the 
1 obſervation of every Day, doth convinee 
be me of it; though all Hiſtory, and all the 
eny | Records of the Grave atteſt it; though ü 
the all Mankird in every Age have found ie i 
dy, || ſo; though it be a manifeſt notorious IM 
alue Truth, legible in the various Changes and 
cer-Calamities; but eſpecially in the Duſt ang 
iſon | Aſhes of all who have lived before us, (our 
laſt- Graves being often made of our Prede- 
at is cęſſots Duſt, and the Earth we bury in 
thus || having once been living) yet how little 
is as || is it believed, how ſeldom conſidered | 
The | Confirmation of it Which ane Tear P 
„ /⁵Lù„ gives 
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of Reaſon, which ſhould co-operate with 
he Remedy; and which if uſed before- 


* e e bh bar 
* WN 
, N 
8 $ 


— 


* 


t RefleFions : 


gires us, hath little Influence on our 


Hearts or Lives, with reſpect to the exe. 


We ougnt therefore to accuſtom our ſelves 


to theſe · Thoughts, before ſuch Changes 


happen, to which our Fa! Change ſhall 
e te long ſucceed; | They will be leſs effi- 


cacious, if never admitted till our Minds 
preſt and feebled by the weight of 
ion. We ſhall chen want that Vigour 


hand, would help to ſupport and ſtay our 


Minds, under all ſubſequent Revolutions. 
For thoſe Conſiderations may be able to 
ix and ſtay our Minds Inder Changes, 


that may not be ſufficient to recover, and 


i caiſcour Spirits, fer they are dejected 
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ads f the Change + Auen, Inclinations, 


tof | Opinions, aud Actions, which one: Year IM 


ſbews; How obſervable it is in Others; 


Honour and Reputation, Gr. how 


uncertain 
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7 Hat a P 
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ons, Cc. He abideth not at ore ffay; 


every breath of wind turns him to 2. 4 | 
ther ſhape. We deſpiſe to day, that which I 


we admired yeſterday; and to morrow _ 
hate the object of our preſent love. We 
begin Friendſhips, and cancel them on | 
I Mlight occaſions; And a mortal Enmity _ 
C T. | often ſucceeds to a tender Affection: The 


I very Perſons, who are in one Year our 


darling Friends, and poſſibly deſerved to 
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bw much more diſcernable in our Selves. 
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Practice, his Inclinations, his Averſi- 18 
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3 be ſo, may oa He Open Enemies the next, 


are, or will prove to be 'til a Trial; and 


= patiently do M think we could bear A 
. Nictions till we feel them! how partial and 
miſtaken a Jadgment do we make of our 
- Wiſdom and Strength, in reference to the 
futme? We counſel others ro Submiſſion 
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aud wonder they complain ſo loud; when 


their Burtben; and ſend up our more 


Stroke. We cenſure and condenin Others, 
vubo are in an higher Station, and are 

called to more difficult work than we; 
when by a little Advancement, and the 
like Temptation, we diſcover that we 


puted Humble, Temperate, and Religious 
when. they have been Exalted higher, 
become pi oud, fenſual and usgodiy. Had 
= ſome been told a Twe⁰,te¹ ont i ue e; what 
oo they are, and ſpesk, and act, they- 
48 * have made HazaePs Anſwer, Am 1 a 
— 25 


and ſeek our Ruine. Lord l. what is Man? 
Hoy deceitful and mutable the Heart of 
Man! We know not what other Men 


we are cqually ignorant concernin or 
it ſelves, 'cill an Honr'of Tempration. Hour 


and Reſignation in the moſt difficult Frials, 


we our ſelves deſpond; and fink: under half” 


impatient. murmurs to Heaven, whea:: | 
God thinks fit to prove us by a lighter + | 


are & bad as they. They who were re- 


on Time and Eternity. 
Dag, that I ſhould .do this ? A change in 
the publick Aﬀairs of the Stare, and by: 
that means of particular {zterefts, or 
ſome Alteration of our own private Cir- 
cumſtances, (calling us to nem Duties, and 


expoſing us to nem Temptations) diſcovers 


us more to our ſelves and to other Men, 
than was expected, and proves us to be 
very different from what we appeared 
tf de” 7105, 12 06 2 od In 
Such a change, for Inſtance, as from 
Poverty to Riches, from Sickneſs to Health, 
from Obſcurity to Honour 7 from Privacy to 
a Publick charge, &c. or on the contrary. 
Men cannot bear the weight of Tempo- 
ral Happineſs, but Riches and Honours 
make us to be other Men than before 
we ſeemed to be. How weak a thing is 


Man! that cannot carry his own: Wiſhes, 


without falling under them: That cans 
not proſper in his Deſigns, without being 
changed in the Temper ' of his Mind, 


upon every ſucceſs. So true is it, that Man 


in Honour is like the Beaſt that periſheth 5 and 
changed ordinarily for the worſe, as to ſe- 
rious Religion. May we not fear, that ſome 
who aYear ſince dared not live a day in the 


neglect of Cloſet and Family Devotion, 
do now omit it, for many Days and Weeks 
together? And that ſome, who once were 
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careful to improve the whole Sabbath to 


religious purpoſes, now place the whole 
of their Religion in attending the pub - 


lick Worſhip, and think it enough, not 
for that Day only, but for the whole Week. 
Uader the Afflicting Hand of God, for 
ſome Apprehenſions of an approaching 
change, or ſenſe of guilt upon great 
_ Franſgreſſions, the Convictions of Sin 

are lively, Conſeience is ſenſible and 

awake, Affectious warm, Reſolutions ſtrong, , 
ct. But alas! how ſoon doth the caſe 

alter! our Spirits cool, our Zeal abates, 
our good Purpoſes untwiſt and die, and 

come to nothing. By degrees we re- 
turn to Folly, and boldly venture on that 
Sin we lately trembled at. Through 


| Ea 


the want of continued ſmart Affictiont, 


or of a ſerious awakning Ainiſtry, and 
Friendly Faithful Admonition; or through 
the Temptation of vain Company, and 
the remaining power of Fleſbiy Luſts. So 
that we falſihe our moſt ſacred Promiſes 


nd Reſolutions, violate our holy Yows, 


cancel the Bonds of God upon us, ſuffer 
the Devil to re-enter, and prevail again, 
to take poſſeſſion of our Hearts, and yield 


| | dur ſelves an eaſie prey to his Tempt ati- | 


ds, "tillour-Latter,End be worſe than our 
”  _ 


. 


on Time und 


thing that he values himſelf upon, or 
for which he is eſteemed by others; and 
even his Efterm and Reputation is alſo 


Mind by Study; how ſoon may the vio» 


greateſt Scholar to the pitied Condition of 
te. Wa Fool or Bedlam? And where is his Re- 
putation and Regown, in ſuch a Caſe? 
But much leſs than that will blaſt 'the 


» and part of the World: It may be loſt by 


"Ve" FE unwary Miſtakes; by falſe. Reports, b) 
2 Envy and Malice, by the ſubtle Hatred 


of Enemies, or by the Weaknefs and Cre- 
dulity of . Friends, (who will liſten to eve- 
ſulfer I Back- biter's Story) or by one or two 
ialler ¶ Indiſcretions of the Man himſelf; and no 
Man can be certain to ſecure his Reputa- 
tion whilſt he lives, much leſs after he is 
dead, Who can content al Men, hows 


Lof by all when he is dead? Who is {6 


Eternity. 11 
Oh what a change doth one Year let 
us ſee in Perſons, as well as Things! in 
our ſelves, as well as other Men! And as 
it is with Man himſelf, fo with-eytry 


changeable and uncertain. Not to In- 
ſtance in Riches, but in what is nobler, 
Learning, and the Improvements of the - 


lence of a Diſeaſe diſturb or ſtupifie. the 
Brain to that degree, as ſhall reduce the 


faireſt Reputation, with the far greateſt 


ever he live? And who is well ſpoken 


eſteemed, 


0B By Es Nele; 
eſteemted, that ſome do not de ſp iſe him? 
The wiſeſt Conduct cannot hinder, bur 
eme will judge hardly and amiſs. 
How e vain and faulty is au Awbition 
to be talk'd of after we are dead, which 
will be but by very few, and thatvery 4x 
ſerenthy, and but for a little while; There 
#5 no Remembr arice of former things, nei- 
tber ſhall there be of things to come, with 
_ thoſe that ſhall 'conie' aſterꝭ Eccleſ. 1. 11. 
For how little a while do the proudeſt 
1 laſt, that dm es 5 rot- 
ten Fle and Bones 6 many, to preſerve ; -- 
their Memory ? God hath Pang, Lye 
*xi8 true, this The Righteous ſtall be had in 
everlaſting Remembrance; but it muſt be 
vhderſtood ſo far only, as the Frame and 
State of this World, and the Revolutions 
and Viciſſitudes of Time will permit. 
But what Good can it do us, farther than 
the Intereſt'' of God's: Glory, and the 
Good of others is concerned in ir? The! 
Bleſſed will not need it, and the Dam- . 
ned have no Advantage by it: And no of i 
' -Endeayouts can be certain of. Succeſs: | 
For People will talk of us as they pleaſe ; Li 
and their Opinions very often change] „ 
from one Extream to the other: But be 
who bath the loudeſt Fame, ſhall on ly be N 
. of a little "longer chat his Neigh-I1 A 
bours ; 1 ** 
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bours; and that by a few dying FE 5 


that muſt rhemſel pes be e're long forgot 


ten. And how ſmall a part of che inha- 


biced World is acquainted ſo much as 


with the Name of the greateſt, Men. in 
Europe! And how different and contrary _ 


are Mens Opinions and Diſcourſes of the 
where they are known and talkt of? A 
how many holy, excellent Perſons. are 
buried in Oblivion, ot miſ-repreſented 
unworthy to live on Earth, whoſe Names 


will be found in the Book of Life ? Our 
Life is yet as mutable, and uncertain a 


any of theirs. The Time is haſtehing, when 
we mall be zoo old to Live, but at any 
time, we are old [enough to Die. Our Breath 
is in our Noſtrils ; 
room enough for it to go out, we haye 


no Aſſurance that we ſhall N power to 


draw it in a Lain. ! 
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E E 0 T. III. 


Of the Uacertainty of living to the Feried £ 
The Vanity of this 


of another Year. 
Life: The Swiftneſs of TW and how 


to be improvꝰd 


Now begin another Year? But if 
Aſſurance have I to out-lve it? I can- 


and though there be 


/ * 


| 14 Seriour Reflection 
not ſay, how ſoon my Sovereign Judge 


may call. e hence, and ſummon me to 


appear before his Righteous Bar. O let 


mie not deferr my neceſſary Preparation 


for Death, which may be nearer than 1 


imagine! Let me mind the Great Things 
frft, which are of abſolute neceſlity to. 


be done, ſome time or other before 1 die. 
This periſhing Body which I have pam- 


pered and indulged, at the expence of ſo 


much Coſt and Time, may be putrify- 
ing in a ſilent Grave, before half this Year 
be paſt. Lord! bleſs this thought, to 


awaken my diligent Endeavours to ſecure 


the Bleſſedneſs of Eternity! to mortifie 
the deſire of Great Things for my ſelf, in 
future Tears, by the conſidered Poſlibi- 
lity of dying before the end of this : Let 
me look into the Graves of others, and 


conſider that this may quickly happen 


to me, and muſt ere lodg be my own 
Caſe: Let me think what this Body will 


= ſhortly be, when it hath been ſix or eight. 
days ſeparated from my Soul; how vile 


how loathſome? that I may deſpiſe. the 
Beauty, and be dead to the Pleaſures of 
the Body, which fo eaſily, fo ſuddealy, 
a. ſtrangely may be changed. For no 
_ aſs is more brittle, : no Bubble more va- 

niſhing, no Ice more diſſolving, no Flower 
i | | more 


on Time and Eternity. 4 I 5 
more fading, no - Shadow leſs ſubſtantial, 


no Sleep or Dream more deceiving, no 


Sound more tranſient, nothing more vain 
and more uncertain than Life, on which 
all other things in this World depend. 
My days are as nothing ſaith Job, though - 


they laſted above two Ages 
There is hardly any thing very. frail _ 


and feeble, mutable and uncertain, but 


the Spirit of God in Scripture ſets forth 


the Vanity of Life by; as if he would 
teach us by it, from the Light of every 
periſhing Object, which our Eyes behold, 


io reflect on our own Mortality. We fleep 


every. Night, in the outer Chambers of 
Death: And in ſome Diſeaſes Sleep, which 
is the Image and Picture of Death, is ta- 
ken away, to give place to the Original, 
and make way for Death. And every 


Year, every Week, every Day are we 


haſtening to our final Change; which may 
overtake us ere we are aware. Every - 


Day we loſe ſome part of our Lives; in 
our very. growth from Infancy to Man- 


hood, our Life decreaſes, and grows leſs; 
Every. Pulſe and Breath doth tell us, we 
are haſtening to the End of Time, and 


calls upon us to diſpatch our Wo. 


Dr. Don's Devotions. 


„— 


—— — Tr Een 


of 


: 
— 


n 


4 1% . 
74 * 8 


is paſt. 


— 


9 


16 ertou Reflections 
of Motion, however it may ſeem to have 
three Stations; Paſt, Preſent and Future, 
the the Firſt and Laſt of theſe are not: 
(one is not now, and the other is not 
yet.) That which you call Preſent, is 
not nom the ſame it was, when you ha 
gan to call it. ſo in this Line? before you 


.- * found that Word Preſent, or the Mona- 


 Fllable Now, the Preſent, and the Now 
If we conſider Eternity, into 
that Time never entred; Eternity is not 
an Everlaſting Flux of Time ; bur Time 


is a ſhort Parentheſis in a long Period; 


and Eternity had been the ſame, as it is 
tho' Time had never been. If we con- 
ſider not Eternity, but Perpetuity, which 
ſnall out- live Time, and be when Time 
ſhall be no more. What a Minute is the 
Life ot Min to that * ? How fobn mult 1 it 
end? ER 

Every word we ſpeak, is formed of 
that Breath whereby we live; and we 
may not live to pronounce another Sen- 
tence, but the Lamp of Life may be ex- 
 tingiſhd and blown out by a ſudden 
_ Blaſt; Every thing we do, carries away 
ſome Sands of our little Glaſs of Time; 
and how little may remain? 


” 


Or how“ 
ſoon maythe Glaſs be broken? Our SovlsÞ* 


are in our. "Bodies, © as a little Ar incloſed oy 


have 
ature, 

not: 
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in a thin Bubble; how eaſily is that bro- 
ken, and where are we? How many 
who are now alive, in bealch and vigour, 


who: deliberate on their Meat and Drink, 


and are curious of Air and Exerciſe, to 
maintain themſelves in Health, and pleaſe 
themſelves with tlie Dream of. Years to 
come, ſhall never ſee another New-Tears> | 
Day ; It may be age 2nother, Montb, or 
Week, or Morrow? Many have promiſed 
themſelves great things gn the Morrow, 
but dy'd before Night : Let me not ſay, 
I ſhall not ae this Day, when I may 
this Hour; and tis but once for all, there 
is no amending an ill Death, by another. | 
Tr ral... When I lie down to ſleep, I 
ope..to riſe ſtronger. and freſher, and 
& fitter for work; but 1 know. withal, 
oof | 77 riſe no more. And may not 
* my Name be e of thoſe who 
& ſhall net be called, ar leaſt ſome time 
4 11 Tear? 135 118 not then neglect 
or fooliſhly... delay my Principal Buſi- 
6 neſs, to provide againſt, a4 Change, which 
(6 \ is.neyjtable, but the time of it altoge - 
ther goubtful. Ought not my firſt and 


« chiefeſt Care to beemp ed, to make 
1. my Peace with God, , 4 lane e can be 


« my. Happineſs to 115 final een f 
te im haſtening; His _ Fayour alone can 
8 | 3 os ou 
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= 18 _ Serious RefleSiins BR: 
dire me Support and Joy in a dying 


Hour: To his Mercy. I muſt truſt; 1 
** when I leave this World, (and can have l. 
no advantage more by any thing in 
it:) that he may mercifully receive my 

Soul at Death, and be my Everlaſting 

F portion. Do I know my Life is thus 
. *© vain and tranſient, and ſhall I not ſe. 

| * riovſly improve it to ſuch a Purpoſe? 
Shall theſe Thoughts leave no Impreſ- 
ion upon me? Do l breath continually 
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iin this Element of Vanity, and yet for- 
get where lam, and remain inſenſible 
& © of ſo near a Change? Shall theſe 
. Thoughts paſs away as a vaniſhing 
& Cloud, and diſtill no ſoftening drops 
WES © on my Soul? Shall the Image of 
Death, which meets me. every where, 
<« be only like an appearing Ghoſt or 
< Phantaſm, that ſtartles and ſcares af 
little, but is preſently gone, and no 
more confidered? Oh] let me now re- 
© member to make Go my Friend, and 
ſecure an Intereſt in his Eternal 
© Mercy, while the Day laſts; yea,while 
© my Reaſon. and Underſtanding are 
WIE © free, and not diſturbed and clouded 
WEE © by Feat and Pain, and the Diſorders 
bot the Body, as commonly they are 
ene 
1 


« de cut off by a 


de inſtructed, my 9 5 Heart renewed, 


| ful Luſts mortified, and ſtrong 
Itions overcome, and many Graces. to be 


our; 
7 my 6 


8 eval D ; 19 — 
1 * Warning, which yet I may not 
promiſe of my ſelf to have, for I may r- 
ſudden Stroke, before 

the end of this Tear 1 now beginn. 
And bow great and neceſſary a Work 1 
have I to do in fo ſhort and ſo uncertain a 
Portion of Time? Endleſs Joy or Miſery 
will be the conſec uence of ſpending this 
preſent Time. . y ignorant Soul mult 


many falſe Opinions muſt be unlearnt, 
and ſinful Cuſtoms changed, and power- 
Tempta- 


obtained, exerciſed, ſtrengthened and 
preſerved, to pleaſe and ſerve; and glo- 
rife an Holy, Omgipreſent God, my So- 
vereign;. and expreſs the Thankfolneſs = 
of my Heart and Life to Chriſt my Savi- 8 
and is all this nothing? Is not all 1 
rele haſty Time too little for ſuch a 
Work to prepare for a ſafe and comfor- 
table DE, in 2 to a re * 
nity ? | | 


18 hich Mb my hought 8, And 
a Mig Thoughts, 


ee, Bahn, oF.” 


4 110 a 4 N . 8 41. M3 . 


„ 4 PID a % * T4 
N x NT Ee LY VIEW.” NT Tron ao 


94 42981 8 E ET. 773 Ir} 1 
Of the 8 D IM 705 ba 


Tears > * the i Fe 17 Ng 
to ae | 3 i726 


3388 f $ 


5 4 £3 £ 


can | 545 chem all at e Nef 15 
even 4s ay ew when ti paſt, But ſo 
Ry Jour? to come hath fomethir ng great 


| a F;;8 ler mn 725 
Such is the diff eren 17 7 5 p 
1 and the Ex pectation 4 Fase 
e's ſuppoſe the ſame Term and Dora- 
MA Years; and yer chow different are 
mx Apprebeaſions of 0 0 ag of 
What f 18 vet to. come! 1 K 4 Es- 
membrance of ſome remade Pallages, 
when they happened, ſceim Yeſent 
with me: But not Nat 15 ak may 
happen n the ſame number of Years 'toſ 
come, 1 have nothing whereon to fix 
my Thoughts. Or the Reaſon of this 
Difference may rather be, that Men in Hreeſe 
this degenerate and neceſſicous State 
(with unſatisfied Deſires reaching after 


Happineſs, and udn * preſent 


can 


| 1 „Pee mw EY ys, It 
Il ca" afford iD and: knowin bp Experi- 
ehcd that (nothing® paſt edeld have done 
Gt) are geri defend, of Felielty ; and 
becauſe We Ktiow nt but what is to c%WW6 = 
ma procur& it, we hope it will; Which 
makes the Tine: ſeem long, by fd we: 
dur Expectation 4nd" ice of, Go. 
Whereas the Fofefght of and the 


makes the Time rather ſeem ſhort, and 
near at hand: So many Yeats to come, in 
the expectation and Ae. * . are 
long and tedious: Such „Hie deſer red ; 
makes the Heart fichs even tho "of that 
fort, as mult needs fail dur Expectations. 
Prepare me, ' Lord ! for what thine un- 
Tring Counſel ſhall. Pleaſe; to ord Fas 
to the, remainder of my Time on Zarth; 
and ſuffer; me not to count. upon a. beat 
number ,of. Years o. e ſince; . 4 for 
ght, T knows maybe my laſt : Neither 
et me expect Reſt a nd. Happineſs, in this 
orld, Which nothing Temporal- can 
fford-; Tbis is not the. State or Seaſon, 
hgreig, *. any Promiſe of God, IL am 


breeſcore Years, to come, : be thought io 
great a Matter, and really is ſo, as to our 
ay on Earth; Oh! what Apprehenfions 


n to adnit concerning an endleſs, 
4 1 # FS B 2 4 C 1 R one” 


— ; 


Expectation of that, ſome Years hence, 


aconraged..to, hoperic. And if filly, Ws 


ms. - der Regie: | 
| Ai State I, eſpecially being a8 cer. pu 
tain of the latter, after Death, as L am 
uncertain about the former; whether ſo 
many Vears be yet to come before in my 
Death. Let me not hereafter be ſo pre- 
poſterous in my Solicitude, Cares, and 
Fears, as to be anxious for to Morrow, 


and yet be dee Eternity. hoc 
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The Kitde: Portion of - our Time os "Ea anf 
; es aered, by a 'Compuration H ihe La kon 
% Man, from 8 at ber 7 Years: an for 
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T 0 my 8070 1 Row Pert f is _ 4 2 
; Life at Jongeſt, made up.of Year Yo 
and Montbs, and Pays; ſuch little party bea 
and yer in number few. Well therefor = 
may it be expreſs'd,as Ffind'iy'HolyWrir 27 
a by Years of Number; that is, ſuch 28 ma e 
ſoon be numbred. When a ſew Tears art 7 
come, faith. Job, ( (or the Tears ** 
number, as in the Original) I ſhal} go th Loon 


way, whence 1 ſhall not return. By-r 
Tears of an Hreling, wirch were nd 


above three, Ja. 16. 14. we uſually com ant 
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"7 Dr Erevity. " W-- 
pite Threeſcore and Ten Tears, to the Life 
of Man: Let me ſoppo ſe Fut ſcore. The 
ved“ with moſt eps one half; 
hardly on i Thirry doth reach the Age 


of Seventy" Hearts! And * they who- 1 
lire to ſuch an Age, do yet complain i 
' Ignorant Child- 


how ſoon tis done. 
hood and 17 — Youth, and igfirm old 
Age, 22 

— of that Time. In either of them 
very little of the great Ends of Life are 
anſwered... We ordinarily begin to rec- 
kon our. Lives from our Hirth; whereas 
for a good while after, 
whether we are alive or no, but are be- 
holding to others to make the Account 
for us. When 1. fir ſt come to the ſteadyx 
vſe of Reaſon, or what we call the 
Years of D v; how few are there, 
but from the Pre judices of Education, 


from the Corruption of Humane Na- 
ture, from the want of Experience, from 


the knfecrion of bad Company, how fene, 


I ſay, but ſpend: their younger Tears in 
thoſe things, which 
named of, 
them the Wiſdom of Men? How great a 
part of our remaining Time is taken vp |} 
18777 —. fres of ee 3 Food 4 


afterwards they 2re 
when Experience hath taught 
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3 \ti BS a-Family, and near Relations, in particu- 
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= Raiment, * in lawful Cares, to 
ſupport the Body 2. And Wer e 
than needs, pine Pampetiag, dreſſing and 
Zoch, it. A al of the eee 
how, much ig emp loyed'in the Concerns of 
lar Callings, in neceſſary Civil Buſineſs, 
and in, getting, Keeping or improving an 
Eſtate Be ſiq the Time that is ſpent 
ig neren Vims, unproßtable Dif. 
<ourle; impertinent Thoughts, Journeys,, 
- Sickoels,, and! e other: Occaſi- 
ons, ſome allowable, 1 | 
and; many; ssd 4 this, how lit- 
tle [Tame zremaias -whereia, to cultivate, 
and improve gur hd by oLapgy 885 
Arts and Sciences, or he Kuowled ledfe.of a 
Trade; Gg, How, little then .after. all, 
meh we-ſay, is left for che matters of Ker 
1 2 for Devotion to on, 
reparation. for another World. 
Ales, How, {mall a Camber: of: Years: 


"make up the Lite of Mand and how ſmall 


a Portion of that, is employed about the 

ende, Buſineſs, for which we were 
born, and for which we live? We divide 

Time into pat, Preſent, and Future: But 


the Haſt is not hp] ours; the FANS is 


W 1 and. 0 gow is. paſt, a 


able, 
. lit- 1 
ivate, 
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all the Time alotted. us wherein to ſe- 


cure the Bleſſedneſs of Eternity. How, 


many  Hours.jworerof3ogr little Time 
might be im proved tha commonly 4 
by the\ Beft ; 705 fo. ever Yar' There are 
$775 Honrs : If we allow the greateſt 
half for Sleep, and neceſſary Attendanice 
oa the Body, and take but 400 Hours 
for our 
quence; ho poor an Accqu; 90 can moſt 
Men give of all theſe, 4000 He 

very * 'ear? Not one Hour, in ſeven, ot 
one in ten, is ordinarily devoted to God, 
aud he, te Boos of Religion. Should 
it not affect 


ſpedidlly | it ae e at What an 


of Days and Hours do yet remain. This 
Lear, this Month, this Week, this Day 
or Hour, may be my laſt, What an un- 
ſuſpeRed; Accident or a, ſudden, Diſeaſe 
May. lo, L know not: But. this] Know, 


that there i IS [Carce any. Thing that hach not 


killed ſome Body; an Hair, a Feather, 


a Vapour, .a. Breath hath. Jobs itz and 


when the A poſtle James .asks the Queſti- 


ou, What 55 your Life? He Anſwers, Je 
«is even 4 Fapeurs, that. 7 a little 
rs Pied tes Snag, 
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* 0 195 tion, of Fine bow OR 
"ad v * a lain it 1s, and w 
.b 0 Thought 40 be, When ?tis too late. i wt 


18. he life of Man fo ſhort aud fleeting, ed 
I our Days on Earth ſo fe, and ſo un- ant 
certain? How careful ond be to ma- reſ 
nage every Hour, endeavouring to match by- 
the Sn riftueſs of Fime by my Celeriry, and Bre 
Diligence to improve it? I can have no one 
Buſideſs of greater. or of equal Moment apf 
to miod, chan to ſecure i: Happineſs San 
of my Soul i in auother World. And fhallff litt. 
Bim my Time, and loſe my Pains 2- We 
boot . chings' unnecefſai y? What will all "ſc 
other Boſineſs fignifie in the End if thi k 
be neglected? Is there any Intereſt more Mot 
weighty, that calleth me from ſuch Work 10th 
Is thereany Thiag elſe that ſo well de- man 
ſerves my Time? That may be put into 
ine Scales, or weighed in a Ballance 2. 
gainft this? Shall Eternity, which com- 
prehends all Time, have the leaſt ſhare 
of my Time allotted for its Concern 
ments? How little a Part of my Time 
hath been hitberto employed in fact 
Work! How reaſonable, how neceſſar) 
i 


is it ee licels Aach of Time that! "1 
yet remains, but! haftens! to a Period? 
Fort as there is no Covenant to be made 
with Death, fo no Agreement for the Ar- 

reſt and Stay of Time; it keeps its Pace 

w het her k redeem; and uſe it well or not. 
| Tb greateſt Part, of out Life is deſign- 
hin: edly employsd to avoid Death; we eat 
ſo un- and - drink, add ſleep, and iabbur, and 
o ma: reſt, that We may not die ; and yet even 
by theſe we hate n to Death. "Every 

Breath, every! Pulſe, every: Word leaves 


appointed me, and cat ies: away! ſome. 
Sands of che Glaſs of Tone z and yet how) 
littte Ces taken -ro employ ir well ? | 
We ſellom value it, t ill we cam no longer 
uſe it roam Advantege; and though we 
krow! inwdam either be retarded in its 
Motion, or rccalled when paſt: yet of 
noch ing are we more A · Wea, how 
many complein of it asda Burthen, | and 
know not what to do with their Time, 
are exceedingly at a Eoſs herein to emo 
play it. what to do to be rid of it Buy 
Þ alasf bow near is that Oban 
they ſnall ! think nothiog too der; to pore 
Ichaſe ſome few Grains — that. Sand, 
yl bichinow- ſtem too many, whitethey = 
rjſare- paſſing ahronzh' their: Hourp as 8 
* | BF | Mow 


one le B Ofe the Number: which God'hath | 


A When 5 ; 


WI in:Sloth-iafd Iidleneſs, in fooliſh «Mirth, 


| How Tad 1 will he: ithe!: onde 
andi1thſpent! Fime? How different an 
Opinion of: its Valo ſhall we mare oA 

Sick-Bed, or when our Time and Hope 
1 gone? How many Weeks and Days, 
and Hours, O my:Soal,, Have I trifled away 


An. Jurtful Company, in vain T bonghts 
and impełtinent Diſcaurſe, in Exceſs of 
Sleep, and needleſs: Paſtimes, Feaſtings, 
 mordinate' Care to adorn the Body, or 
gratify the ſenſuab Appetite? All. that 

vrhich is paſt is irrecoverable; andi the 
little Remainder flies apace. Hd quick: 
ly wilket be gone; how ſoon, how ſud- 
denly, may an unexpected Stroke of Death 
. conclude-1t? And yet this is'all the Op- 
portunity I ſhall: ever have, to make m/ 
Peace with God and prepare for the E. 

-yerlaſting" World. een 10- hol, 
Did we conſider it as we ought; we 
mould not fooliſhly chrom away) much 
of it in Frifles; and things impertinent, 

- or: what ds Worſe: How much more might 
. weiredgem than commonly we / do? TO 
bow much hetber pur poſe mighroue hus- 
band it? Bbw: much mor Mork might: 
we do, were welſiever idle, orcdid hot Am 
loyter? We might Walk fa dic wWe not; into 
olten ſteud RO 80 6 We mult. 
-l-i] ? | | e n 


We node — — dud REY Af JN 
lent Effects of forme few/Mens Induſtry ia 
every Age. Art hath found Means to 
ope Iſl ſer. Spies and Watches as it were _ the 
ys, Sn, that he cannot look out, but they || 
Way take bold of his Shadom, and force it to 
rth, tell how far he is gone that Bay: And 
phts vet while we are curious in miſkhio A 
s of give a juſt Account of it ſelf to . 
ngs, I licile do we conſider the Account of our 
or Time, which we muſt ſhortly give to God? 
that: Oh! that ſuch a Thought might effectu- 
Uthe ally perſwade me to redeem it! that I may” 
lick - not carry till the End of Time to know 
ſud- the Worth of it! Bet me not undervalue 
heath Hit, while 'tis given me to be uſed, that I 
Op- may not eternally regret my Folly, when. 
my Time ſhall be no more. 
EY God calls me to Diligence and Labour; 
>101 the Work he calls me to is excellent, and 
the Repard. glorious; to know, and love, 
and ſerve, and obey him, in order to Eter- 
nal Life; and ſhall | yer be Idle? Is this 
the Uſe and End of all my Time? And 
do I know it; and believe it? Do lin- 
deed believe it, and yet delay and loyters 
and waſt my precious Hours in Vanity? Ce 
„Am] going into Eternity, and entring 
into another Wor Id, and know That I 
; mult bein Heaven or Hell for ever, ai 
ab Share 


to die, and to appear before my judge, 
or am I not? Am I made meet for Hea- 
ven, by pardoning Mercy and ſanctify- 


Spirit to witneſs and aſſure me of it? Is 
my Jotereſt in the Promiſe of Eternal 
Life as firm, and my Evidence of it as 
clear, as ĩt may be made? Am 1 not cou- 
ſcious to my ſelf, that much of this ne- 
ceſſary Work is yet to be done? And 
ihall ſuch an unprepared Soul as mine, 
be careleſs and indifferent how 1 eee 
| my Time? | | 
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— — — — — 4 FR) * 1 Pg 


— — | — . 


„ 0; SECT. Vn. ym | 

of the Ordinances of Heaven, Day and 

Night, Summer and Winter, Seed. time 

And Harveſt; their Order and Succeſſion, 

et abl. ſhᷣd by God, is the Effect of Iifinite 

Wiſdom and See, FEE. th of may 
reach us. 


| V another Year, I can hardly avoid: 
| reflecting on its ſeveral Parts, Summer 
and Winter, Spring and Fall, Day and. 
Night, and their alter nate Turns. This 
calls me to obſerve, and admire his Eter- 


mal Power. and Soha: Wiſdom and, 


ing Grace? Have I the Earneſt of the 


Hen or. Jer the Beginning of 


Truth, | 


| havel Tine. to throw! away'? Ga 1-fit 


perpetual Nig | = 
© what will the Ever laſt ing Darknefvof ⁵ü 
the lafernal-Priſon be? The Sun hy⁵ Dx 1 
enlighteps the Earth, directs our Moti? 


7 4 2 f ' 1 * * e N . 2 , N PEP; * e ä . 
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Truth, who is the Great Author of this 
admirable: variety z Who hath fixed the: 
Earth with his Foot, and hanged it on 
nothing, and ſettled the Luminaries: of 
Heaven for Excellent Ends: The Sun to 
Rule by Day, and the Moon by Night, there 
by to diſtinguiſh Times and Seaſons; ito 

ſeparate: Day and Night, Winter and: 
Summer, and conſult the Convenience of 
Man and Zeaſt, by their due Succeſſion. 
The Day is ,thine, the Night alſo is thine, 
thou mateſt Summer and Winer, Hou 


wonderful is their Order, Beauty, and 


conſtant Courſe; that when the Sun 
withdraws, and the Shadows of the Even- 
ing cover the Earth with Darkneſs, to 
conclude the Day 


Ting the Night «A nd that rho? they dif- 
fer in length, yet gradually leſſen, til 
they are both equal at the Years Eud and 

have made the ſame Circuit? Ho excel- 


lent a Work of God is that quick ſucceſſi- 1M 


on to one another? The ſuppoſitionofis | 
br, is a diſmal gloomy*thought! 


on, guides our Way, governs our Fravail; 


aſſiſts Converſation, awakens Induſtry; - 


warms 


ſupply the Place of the abſent Sun, du- 


r Nr Reede, | 1 

warms Pp Earth, and Air, gives, 1 ife; 5M 
and Vigor, and Fruitfulneſs to all Things Daz 
under the Sun, and makes the whole In- If leſs, 
feriour Creation to rejoyce. An Em- ea 
blem of God's uni verſak Goodneſs, who the 
is kind to all his Creatures. How ad- Fart 


mirable is its Luſtre!!! how glorious is. MW Refi 
its: Light how loudly doth it proclaim: | Mor 
his Power and 'Wiſdom'! who made: ie are 
and the other Lights of Heaven, by his 
powerful Word, and preſer ves them hi- ness. 
therto by his dally Providence. + i WM Nig 
baff God be now ſo glorious, contem· ing 
plated in his Works, conſidered in the N othe 
Euftre of che Created Sun, viewed only Bear 
through rhe: Windows of Senſe; how I live, 
much more glorious will he appear here- leng 
after, hen we ſhall ſee him Face co Face, If nott 
aid nothigg interpoſe bet wint us arid this: I and: 
ron le Eight! If mine Eyes da- If theo 
| HectobI6ok:upon:the Meridian Sun, in BW Day. 
what inacceſſible Lg mult he dwelt; who! is G 
isithe Father of Lights? It this lower World, ; 
þ thecommon receptacle of his Friends and 
Ezemies have of much! of bis Glory. 
' Youtrſafad thein by the Heavenly Bo- 
dies Or what a Place Wit Heaven he, 
where ſhall be no Sun or Moon, norncediof tr 
any but theGlory-of God! N in, and 
* ere 8 ** Hvac)” ze 
© 74466: 5 While 


ſed; for ſo guest 
Summetdand- Winter vand, Winter and 


*W hile I thus conſider the Syn, and tke 
Day, I. muſt not think the Might is uſe- 
leſs, which diſcovers another Part of the 


F — not diſcernable by the Day, vi. 


the Stars and Planets, refreſhing the 


Earth, cooling the Air, giving heceſſary 
Reſt to the Creatures, G. Their Order, 
s, Oppoltions, Inflnences, 


Motions, Af; 
are all Uſeful and Inſtructive-. T 0 As: 
greeable Mixtures of Light and Dark) 
neſs, the Regular Succeſſion of Day and 
Night ee a few Hours, are exceed- 
ing wonder fp, and advantageous; In 
other Parts of the World, where the Sunr 


Beams are more direct, and its Heat exceſ- 


tire, God hath» made amends by the 
length of/the-Nght, (under the Equi- 
noctial Line it is — . Twelve Hours) 
and ini / the more Northern arts, Where 
theoInfiwence: of ther Suni is weaker, the! 
Dayn ate proper tianably longer. Sog 

is God to 4H his Creatures iniall * 

the World. s the Morning and. 
ingoanſwer to the Day af TWẽenty & 


Hours: ſo dathe eee e — 


the AT welve Months cothe Near, chat ,wo 
may! not: paſs immetintelys fam bat Exe] 

tream to mother; dur Brosig, be dip N 
70 as is bełween 


YE! 4 Sum- 


* 
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warms: the Earth, and Air, gives, Life, 
and Vigor, and Fruitfulneſs to all Things 
under the Sun, and makes the whole in- 
feriour Creation to rejoyce. An En- 
blem of God's univerſak Goodneſs, who 
is kind to all his Creatures. How ad- 
mirable is its Luſtre! how glorious is 
its Light how loudly doth it proclaim 
his Power and Wiſdom! who made this, 
and the other Lights of Heaven, by his 
powerful Word, and preſer ves them hi- N 
thertd by his daily: Providence. 
. þ4f God he nom ſo glorious, contems! fi 
plated in his Works, ered: in the 
Luſtre of the Created Sun viewed only 
through the Windows of Senſe; how 
much more glorious will he appear here- 
after, when we ſhall ſee him Face co Face, 
and nothiag inter poſe betwixt us aud his 
eo le Eight! If mine Eyes da- 
Ale tob look upon the Meridian Sun, in Days 
what inacceſſible Lig be mult he dwelt, who! ſis 
isithe Father of Lights? It this lower World, 
heeponwan receprcl of his Friends and [i 
a have of much of his Glory. 
; 70888 ed them by the Heavenly Bo- 
- - gi On what à Place Will Headtn he, 
Where ſhall be no Sun or Mon, nor needlot ftr 
any but the Glory of 04% FIN it;'and fedifo 
Xt (heel nt __ nee ne Pumm 
dirt, While Ven 


Erni. 23. 


ife, While 1 5 Sun, and — 
ings Day, J muſt not chink the Night i is uſe- 
In- leſs, which diſcovers another Part of the 
Em- Heavens, not diſcernable by the Day, viz 
who the Stars and Planets, refreſhing: the 
ad- Earth, cooling the Air, giving neceſſarx 
s is: fl Reſt. to the Creatures, & c. Their Order, 
f pefts, Oppoſtions, Influences, 
this, Jare all Ul tub and Inſtructive. The a. 
his Igreeable Mixtures of Light and Dark 
1 hi- Ineſs, the Regular Succeſſion of Day and 
Night within a few Hours, are exceed-! 
em- fing wonder So and advantageous; In 
the Jother Parts of the World, where che Sun: 
only Beams are more direct, and its Heat exceſ- 
how iure, God hath made amends by tbe 
ere-- [length of:the-Nght, (under che Ba 
"ace, Ihoctial Line it is — 5 Twelve Hours) 
his ſand in the more Northern arts, Where 
da- ſcheclnffuence of ther Suni is Weaker, the! 
„ in Days are proportionably longer. So good 
Who ſis God to all his Creatures; iniall Parts a: 
rid; the Wor id. & the Morning and Even 
ingoahſwer to the Day of Twenty Four 
Hours ſo dùthèꝭ Spiingcaadt RUtu¹ to: 
he AT welve Monthscfthe Near chat we 
may! not: paſs immeclistehy from. bat Exe 
ediot fream do another, hut gradualiꝭ / be diſpob 
and ſſed for ſo great a Change, as is between 
„ pPummetaand- Winter vand, Winter and: 
Vhile ren Sum- 
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Summer. So merciful and: gracious, and 
infinitely: wile i is God; in all his Works! 


ſo that we cannot ſay, one Part of the 


Vear is more neceſſary than another. 


The Winter is as uſeful] for the Good of the 


Univerſe, as the Summer: In this we are 


FE ſupplied with what is geceſſary to main» 
tain us in that. And the ad nirable Stu- 


ation of the Sun (moſt probably) in the 
Center of the World; ſeems much to con- 
tribute to it. If it had been at a farther 
Diſtance from us, our Earth would have 


been in a Manner deſolate 5} becavſe the. 
laffuence ot the Sum could not have been 


conſiderable: And if it had been nearer, 
the Stars above would have wanted Light, 
and this Earth under been burnt pp; 
The Excellent Order which it hath now 


oheyed fornabove Six Thoufand Vears, 


is alſo wonderful The Son never ſtood: 
ſlin but once, and that by a Miracle; 


tho mch inferiour to that of its daily 


Progreſs. W hat a Subjecł is here to ad- 
mire the Power, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, 
and Faithfulneſs; of GOd? Lord hat I 


mund for lhom thou doſt allthis? And 
every Fear that the Day 


dies into Night, the Summer into W inter, 
and een and Plants loſe their Beauty 


may 


hn ſhed. their Bloſſom; 


hs 43 dom and Mercy 1 
ing from i the Knowles 25 of Futote _ 


On? Time af . 


Change? In Profperity; Health and Eaſe, 


and Life, to expect, and make Proviſion = 


for Trouble, Sickneſs,” Pain and Death? 


as every wife Man in Summer would do fl 


for Winter; and work with all my 


Might, while ir 15 called to Day; while the 1 


Lisbe continues, | becauſe. rhe Night of 


ö Darkoeſs is at Hari ben N Are work. 


1111 . > 206 - 


_— 


— — — 
1 LA i ag 


— K : ay. + | 
© 47 5 l 


8 E: 0 TY TI Raul NS 
Of Evils 7% be expected in th 9. r; the 
of God,” in concealt- 


MS, ene Fre 4 * 
Anno 7 . 


01 only. few and! bnccrtüim, but 
Evil likewiſe are the Days of the 
Thurs: of oy Life, may every one ſay, with 
the Patfarvh Jacob. A ſofficiedit Portion 
of Evil for every Fear may well be ex- 
pected, when dur Lord tells us, there 
is 4 certain Meaſure allotred for every. 
Day. Sifficient to the Day is che Evil of it. 


Not only is our Life ſhorr, but trouble- 


ſome, full of vexatious Mixtures. We 
cannot ſing a Requiem to our Souls, hen 


ene great Calamity is PP for we know 


not 


may not hence learu to confi der, and 
prepare for my own” Approaching 
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not in this Region of Changes, but a. 
then, a greater may, be at Hand. One Meſ⸗ 
ſenger of ill News may ſoccead and out-do | 


angrher, as it was with Job. We come 


weeping into the World i 


Childhood; and after. that outlive the 
Joa — Follies of Youth, we are toſt 


el of Lime and, Chance, and 
adden and diſquiet our ſelves with aThou- 


fand Grieß, and Sorrows by inevitable 
and unexpected Occaſions; though we 
rene hen the Number of geedleſs Cares, and 
| Fears, and Diſcontents 37 Till at Length a 
Agdden Stroke arrefts us, we fetch aGroan, 
and die. 
Who cah give a Catalogue of the Af- 
fictions and Calamities, Perplexities and 
Diſappoigtments, Incumbrances, Croſſes, 
a Accideats of Human Life? By 
Means wWhereof Millions are diſconſolate 
and ſad. mourn and complain, weep and 
if —— from Day to Day are fed with 


the, Bread of. Aſliction, and the. Mater of 
Not to mention Mens fluctu- 


ating reſt leſs Thoughts of Heart, impor» fi 


Adverſuy. 


tupate Delires, - batfted projects, defeated 
Pur poſes, which ſuppoſe or bring Vexa- 
tion. A good e of theſe | is not to 


a moſt help- 
leſs, —— State; and if we elcape the 
Dangers of ſufancy, and the Caſualties of 


be 


to A 


date a, Year ago the Mercies, or the Evils, 


taigly, foretel- the E veats of this enſuing 


to che» End, That Adan foonld frnd nothing 
| by the meer Caſuality of Human Events; 


by the Treachery of Friends, or the Ma- 


in whoſe Felicity I more eſpecially. take, 


| exerciſe us. with, this following Yeats, 


On Time und Eternity, 7 
be avoided; and yet very few can be Par- 
ticular ly foreſeen. Who could. proghgſtiny * 


W hich: haye;h; Dpened- ſihce d Publick ande 
frixate, er ſonal and Relative, to the 
Countries, Cities, 7 and Perſons 
we are concern d for ? And hq can cer- 


Venr ? God h ingermint, Good) and 
Evil: ig4 etl fer * He-hath ſet Phe 
ee e eee 


ter him, Eccleſ. J. 44, that he may nod. 
know what ſhall, come next, whether 42 


ſperous or a Calamitous rent. 
What à Change may be maden. a Year: 


log of, e or the more immediate 1-0 
Hogg of God! We know. net what ſhall be 11 
Morrow, much-leſs hat a Twelve: | 
Mons may produce. Becauſe whateyer 
may. be diſpoſed to happen; from natural 
Cauſes or civil Couinels, may be altered 
by a particular Decree of Providence. 
Prepare me Lord! and every of thoſe 


part, for all the Calamities and Sorrows, 
thine infinite Wiſdom ſhall think fit to 


and 


3 38 Wot Retten, N 


I . and by thy merciful Providence, and 
| © © gracious Conduct, cauſe them to work 
for Good: Furniſhing - us with ſuitable 


Strength and Wiſdom, to acquieſce in thy 
good Pleaſure, and obey thy Will. Let 


4 me follow thee, as the Father 2 the Faith- 


ſol, tho? I know not whether thou wilt 


| * jead me. Knowing the Wiſdom and 


Faithfulneſs of my Pilot, let me therein 


bby: ſatisfied; 400 5 I know not 'Particu- 


larly what Courſe he will ſteer. 


1 thank thee, O Heavenly Father ! that 
thou haſt reſerved the Knowledge of fu- 


ture Times and Seaſons to thy Saf and 
bid Events from Men; -leſt by conlider- 


ing them Certain, we ſhould preſume in 


caſe they ate G; or ſhould deſpair- 
ingly afftit our ſelves, by foreſeeing the 
Foil we know to be neue able. Did we 


| certainly foreknow the Good that would 
1 befall ue, we ſhould not Truft i in Thee to 
bring it to -paſs, Or heartily implore thy 


Otte and Conduct. Did we foreſee the 
Evils we ſhall ſuffer, before they over- 
take ns, we ſhould be overwhelmed with 


Diffidence and Deſpair. Many a Mother 
who rejoyceth at the Birth of a Se, 


would mourn to foreſee what a Man, 


what a Sn hewill prove: Such an In- 


2 of Knowledge would Increaſe our 
For- 


R 


nde en, Truth and Power. - 
— = — — —— 


* 5 Da 2 oe {Our * 
1 +. 2 \ 7 Ls 4 
1 * * 


4K +8; E Q. 2 IN 8 


Th © nl 0) dying. this Tear, ould be 


ntroved; ih /g unc of Redeeming 
. Time, and FN for Eternity far- 
. ther preſt. The Felly of Elder Perſons is 
bibel ard cher ld from the'Example 


" 'Chitdren: i advijable t fan-. 
Hong hts of Deard;%auzo | 
imagine be furtehand, whit! Hep AK pag ; | 


 tiarize the- 


7 things we ſhall then ha. 


fore- me, Which will be my laſt? Ne only 


Who was God as well as Man, Fug By. ſay, 


Ane Hour is nit yet come. Is all 


given me to reſolve this Queſtion, he = 
ther I ſball. be in Heaven or Hell for even? | 
And have I any Time to loſe, and ſqoan- _ 


der away, as ſuperfluous? have 1. any 
more than needs 7. Tis no impoſſible, or 


unreaſonable Suppoſit jon to make, that 


I may die this Tear. Let me admit that 
n 


On T end ee 


Sorrow; ſuch: a preſcience would tranſ- 
port and diſcompoſe us, by e 0 

Joys and Sor rows, born out of Time, 
make us remiſs in our Duty to Thee; and 
weaken our Deperdance on thine own- 


* 


p 
, 7... : 

r - puree 
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E longeſt Life is but a Day multi- 
plied; and who can certify, or aſ- 
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40 Serious Refte&ons 
Abdogbe, zug Imaging my ſelf on a Bed NW 
of Sickneſs, wearied with Pain, and ready I pes 
0 leave this World; the Phy ſirlahs tha. 
gone, deſpairing of my Recovery ; my N dy. 
Friends about me weeping; and all I fay 
things in a doleful NMelaebely Poſture, ¶ this 
fuited to ſuch a State; feeling within my for 
ſelf the Preſuges of Death, expecting in 
the Final Stroke, in an Hour or. Two am 
more, What is hen ide value of ſenſual I livec 
Pleaſures? Can I then reliſh or ſayour II cal 
them? What then is Honour to me, who been 
2 ſhall never go ãbroad more gefeit it, State 
till carried to my Grave g Wilhit cher If (th 
comfort me o hae livedjin Reputation, not 
andApplanſe, if my Heart was not hum- by + 
ble under it, and the Honour of God callec 
promoted by it? Can Riches : and a great NC 
| 0 0 pport me, when'fam juſt. paching cure 
, for a Removal ta the other World? L- 
Bk Hour will it be any Satisfackion, CR 
tt 15 haye. made a Stir and Noiſe for à few at tbc 
= "Yea rs upon Earth, to, be talk'd of for a eus, 
8 1705 longer than ather Men? Are theſe F{hort 
the things my dyin 5 Thoughts will be y! 
wok concerned to'reflect on? ſs it 
I ele Dignities, Pleaſures,” and Poſſeſ- (Wha! 
| ions offered to a dying Man, would*ra- meer 
ther vpbraid than tempt him; they come And 
too late, as a Prince s Pardon to a. Man Itinue 
whoſe ET 


by lch/a” ſeafon, will be eſteemediprecit 


ws Time taht Bri n, 's, 
ip 818 Head is off. Pie J muſt, and ap- 


EAT 
Trav [-have received, and done in the Be- 
dy. Fol that I was „chall then too juſtiy 
fay to my ſelf,) not to have conſidered 
this wuch ſooner } not to have provided 
for it at a better Rate! my sins ſtare me 
in the Face, my Conſcience tells me 1 
am not ready for ſuch a Trial: 'Þ have 
liyed a Stranger to ſuch Thoughts as/now 
| cannot refuſe, and which ſhould have 
heen admitted Tooner. But if to ſucha 
Nady Hope of Mercy may be granted, 

(cher it he unf peakaßly licele) yet Lau- 
not promiſe nh ſelf any ſuch Warning 
by ne The ſleep Virgins were 
called at Midnight, and ſo may l. Where 
can I pitch my Tents on Earth, to belt. 
cute 2 aint a ſudden Remove? 03. 

M4 make theſe Thoughts effeftval \ - 


vent my Loſs of precious Fi me, W hich 


ons; tho*how'it be not. O how! f, how 

ſnort is my Time of Trial, in order toErer- 
ty! how difficult, hoi important a Work 
is Nate prepa ve for an Eveilafting State! 
What! is Alt his World, how: lietle, how 


meer à nothing, to a departing! Soul? 
And ſhall T after ſuch: Reflections, con- 


tinue 
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; 3 * ſelf with: empty Dreams? when. beiag & wit! 


ral? O in what Manner will Death open 


near my final Judgment, the Commouſ and 
Wisdom of a Man requires me to mind wor. 
it in good Earneſt; and be more ſolici. 
tous about it. chan for any Thing Tempo. 


my Eyes, by ſhutting the Windows. of 
Senſei Ho ſhall I then ſee the Nothing 
neſs of what is but Temporal, and the Re- 
ality. of hat is Eternal!“ 
Wee ſometimes laugh to ſee the Vaniy 
af little Children, who are greatly pleaſed 
with painteg Toys, and buſily employed 
about Trifles. It extorts a Smile to ſe 
them eager and induſtrions, and might ih 
concerned ip their Childiſh Sports; to f 
them ligh or weep foi little chings which 
we deſpiſe; to obſerve with what Solid 
tude and Care they'll raiſe a little Fabrick, 
which three Moments after they them. 
ſelves pull down, or would other wiſ 
tumble of its own Accord. We laugh al 
theſe, but ſhould weep over our ſelve 
as the greater and elder. Fools ;; who art 
every whit as ſilly, yea, iofinitcly more; 
that conſidering we know the Frailty o 
our preſent Life, and can look beyon 
the Grave to another World, ſhould ye 
miſpend our precious Time on thing 


which cannot Paſicʒ and pleaſe. our ſelv 
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with what is ſo unſuitable to our Age 
and State: And ſuffer our Paſſions to 
work with Violence,for athing of nought? 
and our greateſt Diligence, Care, and 
Zeal, to be exerciſed. on Things imperti- 
nent and vain; that are periſning in them- 
ſelves, and can contribute nothing to our, 
Eternal Welfare. And is it not thus, witn 
Reference to all that Men toil and labour 
for, oP the Neglect of an immortal 0 
State! 
The Voluptuous. Sadducee will. not re- 
fuſe the preſent Gratification of his ſen- 
ſual Appetite, becauſe he is uncertain 
of another Day. Let us eat and drink, „fer 
o morrow we die. Should not the ſame 
Motive quicken my Diligence ia a better 
ork? and becauſe my Lord may come 
addenly as a Thief in the Night, immedi- 
ately e to meet him? Let me now 
herefore, O my Soul! look forward to 
he End of Life and Time! and ſo let me 
ſteem, and ſeek, and chooſe, aud do eve- 
y.thing in the firſt Place, which then I 
1] wiſh I had, Let me do nothing now 
nich I verily believe J ſhall then be a- 
amed, or ſorry to reflect on; that by 
bin king what, a Condition 1 ſhall chen 
ih to have my Soul in, 1 may now pro- 
ide my lelf much better than 1 have 
C 0 done 
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= 44 Serious Keftedions 
; done hitherto. That wnile I am in the 
_ greateſt Probability of living, I may ſup- 
poſe my Change to be near, and ſo not 
dare todo any Thing, but what I would 
or might do, if I were in the preſent Ex- 
pectation of Death. To this end, let me 
go down to the Potters- Houſe, deſcend to 
the Confideration of my Mortality, and 
. dwell among the Tombs; remembring 
the eZgyptians built themſelves. better I G 
Tombs than Houſes, becauſe they were to 
.dwell longer in them. Let every Nights 
Repoſe, ſerve me as a Memorial of my /af 
Sleep! andiet my Bed ſtand for the Mo- 
del of my Cin! This is the only Way, 
to be dead to this World; to be able to 
Judge of Things now, as we ſhall do after 
8. according to Immutable, Eternal, Nyit 
Truth. 1 8 
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The Brevity of Life conſidered as the Fruit 
.of Sin, There are but three Ways of leau- 
ing this World, as Abel, Adam, or Enoch. 

A diligent Improvement ef Time farther 
preſs d; and the Neglect of it bemailed. 


* * 
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TE ſhortning of our Days is the 
1 Fruit of Sin: All the Eunerals that 
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ave ever been in the World, have been 
auſed by Sin. We die hecauſe we have 


ſinned, and yet we ſhould not ſin as no, 


f this were not forgot, that we muſt die. 
rom the firſt Tranſgreſſion of Adam we 

lerive our Death; and therefore ſome of 
is Poſterity lived longer than he. Which 

proves that the lengthning of our Days is 


 peodliar-Gie-of Gods and yer is ſuch 
. Gift as was more deſired formerly, 


han ſince the Appearance of Chriſt: 
or we read of none in the New Teſta- 
ent, ſince Life and Immortality is brought 
o Light by the Goſpel, who deſired a long. 
ontinuahce here oa Earth. 5 
Were we delivered from Sin, the Sting 


f, Death, by having made our Peace | 


ith God in the Blood of Jeſus, Death 


Fould not be frightful, or put on ſuch a 


haſtly Vizor, as to moſt it doth. But 
ye are uncertain of our Juſtification, we 


aver between Hopes and Fears, as to our 


nal Sentence; and are conſcious to our 
lves, that we are not ready for our great 


Account. This makes Death ſo terrible. 


onſidering withal that it is inevitable; 
be Way of the Living. For tho? the Curſe 
eremoved, andthe Sting betaken out by 
ur Bleſſed Saviour; ſo that the Souls 
k Believers are ſafe, and ſhall not be 
e touch'd 


hy, 
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touch'd by the Second Death; yet God hath, 
not taken away the Stroke of it from the 
Body. Tho” a Chriſtian is aſſured: of 
Deliverance from Hell; he is not exempt- 
ed from the Grave, as his Paſſage to 
Heaven. 5 
Prepare me, Lord, biithe: free Remiſ. 
ſion of all my Sins, and make me meet: 
for the Bleſſed Inheritance, by ſanctify- 
ing Grace; and then thy Lime is beſt; 
Thy Holy Will be done: No Matter then, 
whether my Death be violent, or What 
we call Natural. It will be one of the 
Two, for I canꝰt expect to be Trawſlated 
by a miraculous Change, as: Holy. Enocli 
was; and as they ſhall be, who ſhall be 
Four. d alive in the Wor Id, when our Glo- 
rious Judge ſhall come again. There are 
but thoſe bree Ways of leaving Earth; 
and the Three firſt Men of whoſe-Depar- 
ture we read in Scripture, are Inſtances 
of af] Three. Abel off violent Death, 
Ada of: à natural One, and Enoch of 

| Tranſlation. The Variety and Order of 
their Departure, as one obſerves, .is very 
admirable, and deſerves to be conſidered, 
For all Mankind muſt-follow one or other 

of thoſe tyree Examples. Exery Man 
0 Woman, that is born into the World, 


.mplt leave it by one of theſe three Ways; 
% - Ga 
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arth.; 
De par- 


tances 


Death, 
of a 
ler of 


ver) 


lered. 
other 
Man 
/ Ol id, 
Vays; 
either 


either be cut off by a violent Death, as 


Abel, che firſt Man who died; or die a 
natural Death, as Adam did, who was. 
the Second, or be tranſlated. 
who was che Third we read ok. 


a8 E noch, 


But though I know, that within a few 


| Years at fartheſt, I muſt leavethis World 
by one or other of theſe Ways; though I 
have been dying. ever ſince I began to 


live; am Dead to the laſt Vear, and to 


all the preceeding Portions of my Time; 


and know withal, that what remains wilt 
quickly paſs and be gone after the ſame 
Manner; yet how have Il aver-loved this 


Body, as if I ſhould never live out of ic! 
and ſer my Heart and Affections on this 


World, as if I would never remove to 
another ! and trifled away my precious 


Time and Lite, as if a Change would ne- 
ver come! 


That Fem do ſeriouſly admit ſuch 


Thonghts is too evident, by the General 
| Coutſe and Practice of their Eives. 


For 
to what Hazards do Men expoſe them- 
ſelves? What Pains will they take ? What 


Incenveniencies will they bear? With 
what! unwearied Induſtry will they toy! 
-and dabour, 
Honor in this World, tho they know 
not ene may be called out of it, be- 
| Cx _— - 


to get a little Money or 
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48 Serious Refletions 
fore the End of this Year? And yet the 
fame Perſons are remiſs and flothful a- 
bout a future Life; negligent and uncon- 
cerned about an Eternal State; careleſ; 
and indifferent, yea, ſottifhly ſtupid a 
bout the Welfare of their Immortal Souls, 
Henceforward, O my Soul! Whatever 
others do, let me reſolve to live in the 
Expectation of a Change, which! know is 
Certain, and may be: (rand 


. 
Of fe Expectation of Another Life. The 
| " Fanity and Miſery of Man in his Beſt 
 Eitate, if there be none. The ſatisſactor) 
Removal of that Suppoſition, bythe Thought! 


„ God, and of Eternal Felicity, # in hu and 
| 1 Preſence. az 


E T me retire a little, O my Soul | 97 75 
and bethink my ſelf, what a World HG 
this is; what Men deſi ign aud ſeek, and why 
do and ſuffer ; with what falſe and feigned | 
Joys they are pleaſed, being only happ) 
by Compariſon; and with what Real 
Sorrows they are afflicted; what inume- 
rable Diſappointments, Sickneſſes, (andy and. 
as troubleſome Remedies, ) Dangers Hen. 
Eabours, Pains, and Calamities of "tl hüt 
5 Ultl : 
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Multitudes groan under, and loudly com- 
plain of? And what little unworthy Ends 


are purſued by all that do not ſeriouſly 


ſeek Eternal Reſt? And how often fru- 
ſtrated? And withäl conſider the Cares 
that diſquiet us, the Errors that deceive 
us, the many Temptations that aſlaule 
and overcome us; how bufy we are 
about Vanities; how often dejected, 
and* melancholy for the breaking of a 
Bubble; how.eaſy and” induftrious to- 
irſue a Shadow; active and in earneſt 
to deſtroy our ſelves; and one another; 
and then reflect on the Malice and Cru- 
elty, the Filthinefs and Impiety, and 
great Corruption, which abounds every 

where; whereby God is diſhonoured, 

and provok*dto Anger? After this what 


a Theatre of Trajedies muſt this World 


appear? What an Hoſpital of Sick and 
diſeaſed, or rather diſtracted Perſons? 
How ſhould I be tempted to ſay, Lord? 


why hat thou made all Men in vain? In . 


rain indeed, if I could not look from this 
Sea of Troubles, to the Haven of Reſt, 
from this dark Priſon, to the Region of 
Light ; from this deceitful, troubleſome, 


and defilipg Earth, to a Bleſſed, Everlaſting 


Heaven; For verily, if there be no World 
blit this, Every Man in his bet. Eſtate in 
O 2+ this 


[8 'Truth, 
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this World 2 altogether Vanity, Selah, 
Pal. 39. 5. ?Tis a certain undoubted 
the prefixed verily tells us ſo; 
and that it deſerves to be well conſidered, 
we. learn from the concluding, Selah, 
Every. Aan is Vanity. Not the Inferiour 
Parts of the Creation only; but ar 
the Lord of all: And every Man, every 
Aan from himſelf, to the laſt .Man that 
ſhall by ordinary Generation deſcend 
from him. Not the. Ignorant, Poor, or 
Wicked only, but / the Individuals of 
This Species, Young or Old, Strong or 
Weak, Beautiful or Deformed, Rich or 
Poor, High or Low, Good or Bad, (in re- 
ſpect of the Body, and this preſent Life) 
erery one is Vanity ; and this is true, thp- 
poſe him in his Beſt Eſtate, not only in 
helpleſs Infancy and Childhood, or in ae: 
crepic old Age, not only in Pain and 
Poverty, and Diſgrace; but in his moſt 
ſettled, moſt flouriſhing, moſt envied and 
admired Condition upon Earth; in the 
midſt of Strength and Wit, and Honour; 
when at beſt, as to Body, and Mind, and 
ourward Circumſtances ; >. when he looks 
faireſt ; when he ſhines brighteſt ; in the 
Height of all his Glory, with the greateſt 
Like! jhood of a Continuance 3 yet hen 
He is but. Vanity,” 1a his Frame, in his 
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with'this diſmal Eepeckariom? 'The more 


wurſcing fp Fprieffcion's | in this 128 2 


W 2 * - dap. -. 7 * 


e — 


of Vid OY Hows = of Mas as M40. 721 


the- 


ent z "he 18. 4 Meer. 9 


and: nor. to be Acounted* of. © His 
t his Head; His Tmagindttons, 'Rea- 


ne alts- © 


5 
„ EO eee 
— — = - — 
. _—_— —_ "— 


Being de 5 


] ˙— T—_T 


— ———— —äk— — 


. — 


52 9 Serious Reflect ion: | 


"6 


joyed. after Death. Some. Philoſophers 
have ignorantly urged ſuch a Conſiderati- 


but che admiſſion of it may rather deprive 
| aManof all the Comfort of Life. What 
then is: the Advantage of a Wife Man a- 


= *bovea Fool ? the Exerciſe and Improve- 


ment of our nobleſt Faculties, would ren- 


dͥeñer us more miſerable than others, if no- 


dhſting be expected, and certain, when this 
UL.ife is, over. Not only ſenſual, but in- 
tellectual Pleaſures would be. diſturbed 


very ſhortly, the next Vear, or Day | 
muſt diſappear; and all my Enjoy ments 


ORE TSB. — OC TRETTes 
Were the Lyle ah, (which ſuch Con- 
ſequences eviace it is not,) it were bet- 
ter for molt Men they had never been 
Born; whether their Condition here be 
Proſperous, or Afflicted. For what Com- 
fort or. Quiet can any Man have in Plen- 
ty and Proſperity, when this frigheful Ap- 
prehenſion of an. Approaching End is 
ever preſant? And what Conſolation can 
it yield Man, who is afflicted and Cala. 
mitous, and. yet loves his. Life above all 


the more. ſhould I dread to loſe it, if no- 
thing better, nothing at all, can be en- 


on as an Antidote againſt the Fearof Death; 


and, deſtroyed by ſuch Thoughts; that 


and Hopes be utterly and for ever loſt, | 
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Things; to think that he ſhall not ceaſe 


1 
e en- to be miſerable, but by ceaſing tobe? And 
phers what is become of all Religion, if ſucha 
rati- Thought be entertained ? All Devotion 
cath; to God is thereby extinguiſh'd, all the 
rive Reſtraints of Voice removed, the Flood - | 
NV hat I gates of Impiety opened, the Encourage- 
an a- ments of Virtue, the Rewards of Holi- 
rove- neſs, the Foundation of Tribulation, ; 
F ren-· © and ſuffering for Righteouſneſs Sake, all 


if no- ¶ at once taken away. Lord! Confirm my 

h this ¶ Relief of the inviſible Future State of Re- 

ut in- wards and Puniſhments ! and let not Sad- 
urbed ¶ duciſm and Infidelity damp my Zeal in thy © 
that Service, or rob me of the Comforts of chis © 
Day I Life, which if I have any ſolid ones, muſt 7 
ments ſuppoſe the Hopes of a Better, 

ce. loſt, | Let others therefore, O my-Soul / ] 
Jexpect not an Everlaſting * Heaven be- 18 
Con- yond the Grave, place their* AfﬀeRions * 1M 
e bet · ¶ on Earthly Things, and mind this World, _ 
r been Was if there were no better, no other: Let _ 
ere be them who doubt, of disbelieve the Pro—- 

Com- mifed Rewards of Eternity, take up with * 
1 Plen- what they muſt ſhortly leave, and la- 

ul Ap- I bour for the Bread that periſneth, Bur- 
End is face I profeſs to believe and ſeek the Life 

ion can Everlaſting z let me daily entertaim my 
1 Cala. ſelf vitk the Hopes of it. And let albthe Bl 
ove allſlutering Dreams of what is deſirable upon I 
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Earth, give place to nobler 3 better 
Thoughts. Let me derive my Principal 


Joy from the Promiſe and Expcctation 
of that future Felicity, and endeavour 
nothing more than a Meetneſs to partake 


of it. . O my God, my God! thou art my 


Life, and Jay, and Portion; in thee, and 
in thy Love, all my Deſires and Hopes 
are anſwered, and all my Wants ſuppli- 


| 7 However Evil this World is made 


by Sin, yet thou art the infinite and ſu- 
pream Good. How mutable, how un- 


Certain, how periſhing ſoever are all ſub- 


lanary things; yet thou art the Rock of 


Ages, the Fountain of Everlaſting Life, 
and. baſt appointed another World, and 


another Life, when this is ended, where⸗ 
in thou wilt be better known, and loved, 
and ſerved, and honoured, and commu: 
nicate thy ſelf more abundantly than now, 
to Thoſe, the Deſire of whoſe Souls is to- 
W ds. thee, that believe an nd love. thee, 
that partake of thine Image, and are de: 
voted to thy Fear. The Aſſurance of chi; 
and, nothing elſe, will anſwer the Ob- 
jectioh, of the preſent e and A. 00 
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The Conſideration of the Death of Others; 
eſpecially of Relations, Friends, and 
Acquaintance, how to be improved. What [WM 

unſtructions we may learn by the Sight of * 1 
4 dead Carkaſs, or 4 Death's Head. 


2 — —_— 


| 3 


— — — 


the Death of Holy Perſons, to we 
our Deſires to be as they. 


Ath Divine Patience added n ear 

more to the Number of my Days, 
when ſo many others were removed: by | 
Year ? Others, whom a 
few Months ſince I knew in vigorons 


Health! wiſer, ſtronger, more likely to 4 1 3 q 
er and to anſwer the Ends of Life, tan 


ſome of them my gear Relations, 
and uſeful Friends, in wWhoſe Converſe l! 
took Delight, and promiſed my ſelf Ad- 
vantage by their Company; and Exam- 
ples; but they are taken and I am left. 
Thy Hey Vill, O Lord! s done: And 
they, who were prepared, are iufigite 
Gainers by this- my" Lofs: . Quicken my 
Preparations, - by following their piety, to 
meet them in thy Heave ly Kogdom, 
Let TOE long: ſulfering lead me u Re- 
Fm. 
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5 ſooon do we forget our deceaſed Friends, and 
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pentance; and fuffer me not to flight 
thy Warning by the Death of others, to 
expect my own. Lord! cure my Earth- 
ly-mindednef, and Practical Unbelief; 
and by all ſach Admonicions of thy pro- 
vidence, teach me to poſſeſs, and uſe 
this World, as knowing I muſt ſhortly: 
leave it; and let not the Thoughts of my 
Mortality wear off, as ſoon as che Fune- 
ral of my Friends is over. 
Every Year ſome or' other of our Ac-- 
quaintance drop into the Grave, we attend 
them thither, and lament, it may be, for 
a few Days, their Departure and Remo- 
val; bur conſider not, that others will 
cre: it be long do the ſame for us; it may 
be before 5h Tear is ended. Oh! how 


our ſelves,- who are likewiſe dying! and 
count upon a long Life, which we can- 
not reaſonably expect; and hug the En- 
joyments of this tranſicory World, as if 
our preſet” State would laſt for ever! 
Will nothing but our own Diſſolution, ef- 
fectually convince us of our Miſtake, and 
folly, in this Particular? 

K@Though the Arrows of Death fly con- 
tinually round about us; ſometimes over 
our Heads, when Superiours are taken 
away ſometimes fall at our Feet, When 
Children 
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flight Children and Servants, and laferiours 
, to die; ſometimes on our left Hand, when 
arth- an Enemy is cut off; and while I am 
lief; pleaſed with that, in that very Hour, it 
pro- may be, another Arrow on our: rigbe 
d uſe Hand ſtrikes the Friend of our Boſom and 
ortly Delight. And can we ſee all this, that 
»f my great and ſmall, high and low, Friends 
zune- and Foes are all Vanity, and drop down 

dead round about us; and ſhall we not 
Ac conlider, that we are as Vain as they, and 
ttend I muſt ſhort iy follow? Shall we not by a 
e, for Cbriſtian Chymiftry, extract Spirits out of 
emo- theſe dead Bones? and by theſe Exam 
will ples learn the Eud of all Men, and lay it 
may to Heart? HONEY | 
how | 15 Whenever I :fee the Funeral of ano- 
s, and ther, Jer: me thiak thus with my ſelf; 
and why might not I have been that Man or 
can- Woman, that is now carried to the 
e En- Grave? if we had been compared a few 
as if Days ſince, tis probable I ſhould have 
ever! been thought as likely to have been his 4 
n, ef- Aonitor, by dying firſt, as he mine. By: M 
„and fuch an Improvement of theſe Warnings; . - ll 
the-Requeſt of the Rich Man to Abraham 
con- were in great Meaſure granted; for tis a 
over Call from the Dead that ſ. peaks loudly: to 
taken us, to conſider; our ſelves, - and prepare 
when Id. Time fon ſo great a Change: and ſay, Be 
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28 the Proper to Hexe liah, Ser thine Hon 
in Order, for than ſhalt die. der 

Can we look upom a Death's Head, ant 7: 
Yor remember 'what we ſhall ſhortly be? mie 
may not much be learn d from its common] yi 
Motto? Sum quod Eris, Fueramque quoaF tert 
Es: I am that which tho ſhalt. 65 2 be, ri 
and have been that wbich thou art now. W. 
| Thar is, J have been as gay and. jocund, Unt 
as brisk and merry, as proud and vain, tro 
as rich and great, as careleſs and ſecure, thb! 
 as\ honourable and as much eſteemed, as rr et: 
beautiful and-as well: beloved, 27 witty vilc 
afid as learned, as Thow art” cnſt be whi! 
now. F'valded my ſelf 28 mach Upon m, 
Eſtate, and Trade, and Health, and Beau. 
ty upon my Education, Profefli ion, Em- 
ployments, Parts, Friends, Family, Ce. 
#} thou- halt ever done, orcanſt do: Uli- 
ce Eaſe i adepleaſdtez tr Mirch att 
. ey; Lmindech the Worl#as muct, and 
indlged my feht ad mut hi in Senfft), 
and was as careful of Body, pampered 
and. pleaſed my Fleſb, as much ws (chi; 
and chought a8 little of ſudgen Death, 
and prepatet us little for fen A Change, f 
45 18 Buthow -my*dry Bones are let t. 
Po pow with Conteg pe ard Scorw Muc. 
hifi Zhou Tory ROY 10 Put, are entre 
be ds vile 4 l se een e A poſſe 
ERS a | * 


viſible Signs of true Repentance - 
terrible Anguiſh and Horror for their paſt 
And yet how few do take the 
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It cannot but affect ns; did we conſi- 


der it, to ſee divers ſnatch d away in their 


Huth, and outward Preſperity; and'in the 
mil of their Se and Folly, without any 


Crimes : 
Warnigg, carefully to prevent the like 
Unhappineis 5 ? O Lord, preſerve thoſe 
ſtrong Cuvichiont, thoſe ſerious Thoughts, 
thoſe” holy Reſolutions, thoſe lively p- 


prckenſians of the Life to come, of the E- 


vilof Sin, and the Terrors of thy Wrath, 


which the Sight of dying Perſons hath 
at any Time awakened in my Soul! O 


the Eloquence of a dying Sinner, to per- 


fwade to Repentance! 'Even when he hath 
loſt his Speech, and lies gaſping, and 
trembling, on a Bed of Sickneſs; breath- 
ing out his laſt faint Breath, and paſſing 
into the other World, to anſwer for the 
Crimes and Follies of a wicked Life: 


Lord! revive theſe Thoughts upon my 


Soul, and let me feel the Power and In- 


fivence of them; in the Hour of Tempta- 
tion, and in every Time of Need; and 


let the Confideration of the Death of Be- 
levers, the Bleſſedneſs they are thereby | 
eatred Into, and the Happineſs they are 


poſſeſſed of, | my Deſires. and Dili- 
, gence 


Or in 
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perſecuted, and ſadned, and diſappoint- 
ed. as their Followers are: They went 
to Heaven the ſame ' Way, and got the 
Victory after the ſame 'Manner, by Re. 
pentance and Faith, and humble Perſe- 
vering Obedience. They were once im- 
perfect as we are now; and complained 
of the Body of Sin and Death, and ſtrug- 
Tings of unmortified Luſt, as we do: And 
were ſometimes in the dark about theit 
_ Intereſt in the Promiſe, and walked hea- 
vily by the hiding of God's Face, and en- 
dured Temptation, even as we. Ahd a 
we have nothing to do, or ſuffer, buff ral 
what they met with, we have the ſam: 
Encouragement that adminiſtred to their 
Support; the ſame God and Saviour, th!“ 
_ ſame Way and Rule, the ſame A ſſiſtancezby | 
the Aids of his Holy Spirit offered to us; 
the ſame Promiſes, and the ſame RewardY*ie | 
propoſed, which they enjoyed, firſt inF2cve 
Faith and Hope, and afterwards in Fruiti are ! 
on. Yea, they paſſed through the dariſ be de 
Valley, and ſo muſt we: Their Earth. Bu 
Tabernacle was diſſolved, and fo mult our latel) 
be. We mult expect to go the ſame Waſſdem 
to Reſt and Glory, and wait God's Timqthey 
for our Admiſſion. -- We muſt finiſh firt d t 
the Work which God hath for us to doſſHour 
5 1 = any 
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16% Serious Reflection I 
d, andi gence to prepare to follow. When E 
point. think where they are, and what they. are 
7 wen Doing, what is their Work, and what their 
ot thel State, what their continual Employment, 
by Re. and what their Erjoyments, and how 
Perſe. different from ours; I cannot but wiſh: 
ce im. to be with them, to be as they are, and 
blained do as they do; to know and love, and 
ſtrug - praiſe God as they. They are not hin- 
: And dred by ſuch a Clog as this Body is to us; 
it their or tempted by their Senſes, Appetite and 
ed hea. Fancy, to ſin againſt him: They complain 
and en not of a ſeducing Fleſn, unruly Paſſions, 
And ag low and difordered Thoughts; of tempo- 
er, buff ral Afflictions, ſpiritual Deſertions, the: 
e ſamel Snares of the World, and the Malice and 
o their} Subtilty of the Devil: We who are Pil. 
ir, ther and Travellers aue: expoſed to theſe 
ince ib Fyfculties- and Storms which they are 
| to us freed from. T hey are now rejoycing in 
eward:be Light of God's Countenance, and ſhall * 
firſt never queſt ion his Love more, while we 
Fruiti are in Tears and Sorrows, groaning to 
e dark be delivered. 
Zarthy. But think O my Soul! that They were 
iſt ours lately ſuch as We are nom. They were” 
ne Members of the. Militant Church, before. 
s Timqgthey entred into Joy and Triumph. They 
in firfſÞ-44 their Conflict and Difficulties, their 
to do _ of Temptation, and Time of Trial, as 
A230 we... 
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and ſuffer, and then all Tears ſhall he 

= wiped from our Eyes; we ſhall grieve n 
more, we ſhall ſi zo more, but be as th 


* Angels in Heaven, or as the . 455 al 
the Juſt made Perfett. | 
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What Influence the Confider ation « of Ecerbit 
would have upon our Hearts and Live 
if ſoundly believed and confidered'; eſpeciſ 
ally, if the - ſuppoſiti tion of Dying this Leaf 


be anne ved to it. 


: Tith what Humility; Mortifica 
* on, and Self-denial, what Sei 
 oulneſs, Watchfulrieſs, and reſolved Co 
ſtancy; would every Chriſtian live wi 
"Earth, did he act always under the 1a 
fluence and Power of a confirmed Faith 
concerning the Eife to come? W 
ſllould not then grudge at a little Labouſ 
or boggle at a few Difficulties in ol 
Way. What tho' I weet with Injurie 
and Affronts, Hardſhips and Inconven 
"ences 3 being ROW in a Fore: WAL Counti) 3 
and every Day 1 live, one Days Journe 3 
nearer my Eterhał Home! Shall I nc ir 
patiently bear Momentary- Sorrows 1 
3 ile 1 believe I am haſtening to Eterni 
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ey? Did I look more to the Everlaſting 

Vorld, ſhould not | make the pleaſing Ft 
od, ig order to my Eternal Welfare, 

tbe great Buſineſs of my Life? Should 
not ſerve the Lord with more Fervency 
of. Spirit, and be better fortified againſt. 
E he Fears of Man, who can but hurt 
{cd kill the Body, nor that neither, with- 
ut the permiſſion of God? Should not 
order all my Affairs, anſwer al] Tempta- 
jons, mortify inward Luſts, live. in the 
xetciſe of Grace, and in circumſpect 
perſevering Obedience, in order to it? 
hould 1 not watch more oyer my Heart, 
and Lips, and Ways, be more diligent to 
rim my Lamps, more Crucified to this 
orld, more careful to call my felf fre- 
ently to an Account, and renew my Re- 
pentance? Would not my Converſe be 
ore uſeful and edifying, my Diſcourſes 
wore ſavory and full of Religion, my 
Prayers to God more lumble and earneſt, 

1 Charity to Men more unfeigned and* 
xtenſive, and my Preparations every 
ay. more ſuitable to ſuch a Faith and 
o ſuch Apprehenſions of an Everlaſting” 
Stare ? Could we. carry the Thoughts or 
ternity about with us every Day, and 8 
often admit them in our civil aud ſecular 
\fairs, did we repeat it trequeutly to cur. 
Ives, 
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wi G64 CVerrons RefleFroms 
$i ſelves, at leaſt every Morning, as ſoon as th 
we are awake, that we are near Eterni- Ind 
ty; this Grain of Incenſe would per fume one 
the whole Temple, and be an Anti- Ferit 
dote againſt Inward Luſt, and impure n 
Thoughts, againſt the Infection and Defile. Neil 
ment of bad Company, and the Snares of Het Ur 
Worldly Buſineſs, and do much to prevent e 
vain and ſedſual Actions, and to cure vain Her in 
Affections. 0 
Did we believe it, and believe it near, vely 
ſhould we not take as much pains to ſe- ht 
cure Eternal Life, as we ſee Men do to 
get Riches? Should we not uſe the ſame 
Diligence, Care, and Circumſpection, the 
ſame prudent Foreſight, Watchfulneſs, 
and Perſeverance, -to prevent Evetlaſt- 
ing Deſtruction, as others-do to provide 
againſt Poverty, and to:liveizn Plenty a 
little while on Earch?? Should we not 
rejoyce as much in the Promiſe and 
Hopes of it, as others do in the Proſpect 
and Ex pectation of ſeme Earthly Advan- 
tage? Lord? I. confeſs and bewail the 
weakneſs of my Faith. How often have 
I. concluded, and ſaid, that Heaven alone 
is the Place of Happineſt, and yet my 
carnal Heart is roo much affected with 
I” Earthly Things! How often have I re- 


untry, 
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Obe for nothing but Eterni Pl 


the Eternal World,) to mind this leſs, 
nd to affect and ſeek it no more as I have 
one! and. yet my fooliſh Heart is han- 
ering after:it fill, -O crucify my Aﬀe- 


tous to Things below! and let the be- 


eving Theughts of the ext Life, ren- 
er me victorious over all the Tempta- 
ons of his. Pardon and..cure the ſtag- 
ering trembligg Thoughts of an unbe- 
eving Heart, by greater meaſures of a 
vely Faith, That my Deſires may be 
rong and urgent, and my Diligence and 
teadfaſtneſs in the way of Truth, be ſome 


ay correſpondent to this important 


rtiele. Let me live only for Eternity, 
ty, deſian 
d intend nothing as my Chief: End, but 
ternity, and ſeek and mind nothing- in 
dmpariſon with Eternity ! Did we be- 
eve it, how would every thing in this 
orld be look'd upon as eligible, or fit 

be refuſed, as it is like to be an Help, 
an Hindrance, with reference to Eter- 
] we ſhould then endeavour. to do no- 
ing unbecoming ſuch an Expectation. 
onſidering this World as our Paſſage, and 
e Inviſible future World as our abiding 
untry, Where we are to dwell for ever 
hatever we meet with here, whether 
cet or bitter, eaſy or troubleſome, 5 
3 | og 


fing or ungrateful, we ſhould not mud 
matter, but as it relates to hereafter. 
And were I certain I ſhould have m 
longer Time of Trial in order to thi 
Eternal State, than this one Year, whichi; 
now begun: If a Meſſenger from Gal 
fhould convincingly aſſure me of it; what 
would I not do to prepare for Death, and 
ſecure the Intereſts of Eternity? With 
what Remor/e and deep Repentance ſhould 
I reflect on the Folres of my paſt Life! 
With what importunateCries ſhould J beg 
Forgiveneſs? How patiently ſhould I bear 


lute in reſiſting it? Did I verily believe 


he the Offer of Carnal Mirth, vainPaſtime, 
ſenſual 'Diyerſions, idle Company, Ge 
How ſhould I value every Hour, ever) 


* * 
1 } 


Calamity, for ſo ſhort a Time? How little 


fhould I value the Favours or, Frowns 0 


Men? How circumſpect to improve ever] 


Seaſon of doing and receiving good? Boy 
careful to avoid Temptation, and how reſd- 


had no longer Time to live on Earth, that 
this one Tear at moſt ; how inſipid would 


Inch of my little Time, under the Appre- 


henſion that Eternity is at hand? O. mj 
Soul! ſhill 1 make no Proviſion again 
the poſlibility of ſuch a Caſe? Is not mi 


Change as certain as if it were this Year, 


' as if it were too Morrow? Tho? 1 am no 
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ertain it is ſo near, nor certain but it 
lay be. Let Me then ſeek fir & the Lang : 


e WR; of God and by Righteou, neſs 2 Let me 

thi; it well, and make it clear, that I have 

ichiW-cured my great Concern, and am ready 

 Golffer a ſudden dummons. 2 

What ; 3 3 

„ and a . 
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hound £ Good Man may improve and encou- 

Life rage himſelf, under the Suppoſition of 
beg dying this Year, even in the meat 2 | 
* and e rable TIN 

Ick 
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and Fears, if J am Rich, "ll hy Sor⸗ 
ow and, Calamities (as to this World) if 
am Poor, will die LOO. 1 may die this Tear; 
en I ſhall. have no more Enemies, no 
ore Sickneß, and which is infinitely 
tter,; ſhall Sin po mare. I mui ſhortly 
e, it may be, this Year 4 but there is no 
her way to come to a bleſſed Life, but 
dying; and my Saviour hath died for 
e, and he that. believes in bim ſhall 
ver ſee Death. He lives who was once 
a gainl d- yea, be lives for evermore ; and 
1 m1 ith promiſed, that 1 ſhall be with him 
% Vea behold tis Glory.) He hath the Keys 
am nol. Death an 10 Hell: He is the Reſurre- 
cer: 107 a: ad the Life; he bath remoyed the 
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Sting of Death; and I-neced not fear 4 
1% [ conquered Enemy. If I die this Year, | 
wy muſt quit the Company of all my dear. 
ee.ſt Frzexds on Earth, but I ſhall go . 
better Company above; and if they are th 
Friends of my Chriſt, we ſhall ſhortly my 
again, and love one another in a bet: 


ter manner than wy and never mort 1; 

| be parted. 5 the n 
I may die this Tear; my ene agen 
Enemies may die too. Let me enjoy nd 
one as mortal dying Perſons, that mio re 
E're long leave me, or I them; and nne o! 
fear the other, who may fo ſoon periſierat 
and quickly be uncapab le of ins me reſs 
others Miſchief. or! 
I may die this Tear; Let me not. the iſſiſt; 
think much of Temporal Sufferirs os; Of aſÞaſlioi 
Evils which may ſo ſoon be over. Oe in 
what would condemned Sinners in Mad ex 
other World give, to be able to beließ nd ce 
and ſay ſo of their Suffering? e rtair 
7 may die this Tear; and can! won 'repar 
that I am ſometimes Hel and in Pain, Meat 
that my Body is out of order? Am 1 Vie 
Mortal, and dwell in an Houſe of CMied Da 
which muſt ſhortly moulder into Di the 
and is it any thing ſtrange, that ſuch pro 
C= Building doth ſometime ſh3ke, 4 do t 
need Repair, and threaten 3 Piſſoluti had d 


ear af Tis a greater Worder I am any time 
ar, well: That ſuch a Body, compounded of 


dear: 
20 1 
re th. 
y mes 
| bet: 
more 


dered by innumerable Accidents, ſnhould 
be in Health; is hardly leſs to be admi- 
red, than that an Inſtrument of a Thou- 
and Strings ſhould be kept ia Tune. 

1 thank. thee, O Heavenly Father, for 
the many Advantages of Sickneſs, to wea- 
ken the Power of Sin, to humble my Pride, 
and cure my Worldlineſs and Senſuality, 
o reduce me from wandering, to empty 
je of Self-conceir, to awaken the Coutt- 
eration of Death and Judgment, to. im- 
reſs the Thoughts of the Vanity of this 

orld, and the Eternity of the next; to 
iſſiſt me to mort ify the Fleſh, to rule my 
Paſſions, to exerciſe Patience, and quicken 

e in Prayer, and try my Faith and Love, 
nd excite my diligence to redeem Time, 
nd convince me of the Worth and Un- 
Pertainty of it; and thereby promote my 
won reparations for my Final Change. The 
ain, MPreat Apoſtle by dying daily, had as ma- 
mm 1 17 Victories over this World as he li- 
of Cliled Days. Oh! that I might ſo far walk 
to Dull) the ſame Rule, as every Day to think 
it ſuchf providing for my lat; and in Health 
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ſo many little Parts; and ſo eaſily difor- 4 
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I may die this Tear; It may be by ſome 
tedious painful Sickneſs, ſome trauble- 
ſome and loathſome Diſeaſe. But God 
hath promiſed his Grace ſhall be ſuffici- 


ent; he will make my Bed in my Sick: 10 
neſs, and put under his everlaſting Arm + 
for my ſupport, and not. ſuſſer me to be 85 
tempted above what 1 am äble; he wil (1 : 
encreaſe my Patience, and carry me thro. 


the Pangs of Death, and the dark Valley, 
and when Heart and Fleſh fail, be. thi An; 
Strength of wy Heart, and my Porticn fit of 
eder. 
I may die this Year, What if it ſhovld: 8 
be by an Hand OſViolence; if for Righte | 
ouſneſs ſake, in defence of the Truth, 
For a good Cauſe, and a good Conſd 
ence, and my Peace he made with God 
and I am accuſed for doing well, or inn 
cent of the Evil which is laid to m 
charge; there is Ground enough for EN 
couragement and Support. Thouſands d 
my Ectters have met with the like, whok 
Names are precious and renowned. I 
numeràble Chriſtians have dicd by til 
Sentence of 4 Judge, with more Cheat 
fulneſs and Joy than others, or it may b 
than they themſelves- would have done 
by the Sentence of che Fhyſieiar. Th 
Torture of many Diſeaſes is ugipeskabl 


re 
NU; 
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zuble- | 
God more formidable, as to the meer Pain; 
1 * and for all elſe, the Righteous Lord who 
Sick 


loyeth-Righteouſneſs, will clear my In- 
Armsgz tegrity, if it may beſt ſubſerve his own_ 
to be Creat and Holy Ends: At leaſt, he will 
E wil ſtind by and help me, when all forſake. 
e thro me; and if he ſpeak Peace, and give in- 
Valle Conſolation, who can ſpeak Trouble? 
be And his final Jadsmeat, which is near at 
ien fa hand, will diſtribute Rewards and Puniſh-- 
* ments to all, according to their Works. 
(hon Suppoſe farther, that I ſhould want 4 
dighte Sepulchre after Death. There is no- 
200Y thing! could better be without. If God 
Con 1 receive my Saul, and will raiſe my Bod 
h Coo the laſt Day, whether it putrifie and- 
Yr 10 Wconſume under Ground, or above it, is 
tO mn no great matter., They who are alive 
for Et vill be more concerned in that, than I- 
ſands g ſh1ll be: Graves are for the ſake of the 
» We rather than the Dead. The Sun, 
. | ; he Rain, the Air, Birds, Beaſts, Worms, 
by Uzi! all contribute to give me Burial, if 
| Cheat Men deny it. The only difference is, 
may b hat it will be a little longer e're lam 
— * buried, If my Soul reſt in the Boſom 
n. 1 ff. my. Sqviour, and by perſevering in 
reskab he Love and Practice of the Truth, 1 
_ MUWare ſecured my Reputation with wile 
nd good Men, 1-need not be ſolicitous 
1 Whar- 


72 * Serious Reflections 
what become of my Body. My Almighty 
Judge will raiſe. me à glorious Body, like 
bis on, and reunite ic to my Soul, as! 
caſily, as certainly, as for any of thoſe, 
whoſe Bodies were preſerved in Caves 
and Vaults, ia proud Sepulchres, and Mhol: 
under Rately Monuments. | _ MPcal 
In die this Tear; and ſhall not then MStri 
have the ſatisfaction to ſee my Chilulren i iufe 
or neareſt Kindred Educated and Provi-Witre 
ded for, ſettled and diſpoſed of. Bu Del 
is not the everliving God the ſame ? Can - Never 
not he. mel take care of them. when Ie 
am gone, as now? anſwer all my Prayers God 
aller my Dcceaſe ? and exerciſe that Fa-MWo 
tcherly Care, Wiſdom and Love, which} Tho 
all diſpoſe of their Conditions, ſave Ven 
them from Temptations, and ſupply all 
their Waats, and exceed all my Deſires, 
in reference to them? and fulfil. his Co- 
venant-promiſe from Generation to Ge. 
Leratiu:, to the Childreas Children of 
them that fear bim? O how weak is my 
Futl, that cannot truſt God in fo com- 
mon aad plain a Caſe! 15 my F 
, Laltly, I may ate this Tear; and not 
tive to ſee the ruin of the Aprtichriſtial 
King dom, and Intereſt, and the Accon: 
pliſhnent of many Excellent Promiſes 
which concern the Reſt, and Peace, aud 
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ighty Meority, and Glory of the Churches of 
„ like Chriſt on Earth, in the latter Days. But 
ul, as Mhave J not deſerved by my provoking 
thoſe, MUabclief, Iagratitude, and Diſobedience, 
Caves Ito die in the Wilderneſs, and not be- 
„ and hold the promiſed Land, or fee the 

P peace of Jera/alem ? And will nor the 
t then MStrug lings' of Satan to ſupport Babylon, 
bildrenMinfer a diſmal Night of Darkneſs and Di- 
Provi-Mſtreſs,: before the expected Morning of 

 BurfDcliverance ? So that it may now, if 

Can-Mever, be truly ſaid; Henceforth, Bleſſed are 
Then Ihe Pead who die in the Lord, And if 
rayers Cod will take me to himſelf in the other 


at Fa- World, 1 cannot poſſibly be a loſer: | 


which Tho' | ſhould not ſee the Beginnings of 4 
\ ſave dem Heaven and 4 new Earth, in this. 
ply allYHowever F rejoyce in Hepe, and pray 
Jeſires MWiiceſfantly for the Reſurrection of the 
ais Co · ¶Vitveſſes, and the rebuilding of Son, and 
to Ge. the more plentiful Effuſſeg of the Holy 
iren o:, (the great comprehenſive Pro- 
is myffmiſe of the latter Times) to effect a glo- 
o com Nrious Kingdom for Chriſt on Earth: And 
my Faith aſſures me, I ſhall hereafter ſee 
he Son of Cod revealed from Heaven, 
loathed with Majeſty, fitting on a Cloud, 

leading the Heavenly Hoſt, raiſing the 
Dead by his powerful Voice, ſummoning * 

all the World to appear to judgment, 


nd no! 
chriſtia 
Accom- 
romiſes 
ce, all 

Purity. 


his Elect, and finally deſtroy 
ing Death, and dim that had the Pow 
of ft, the Devil. condemning the wicked 
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thering, 


"£0 everlaſting Deſtruction, but Acquits 


tine, horfouring and rewarding his poor 
Members With lafinite and Eternal Bleſ- 
Fuels. 


—_ 1 — Pe _ 
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07 7 in 4 Foreign Country, and F 
Dying. Young. Conf der ations proper: 60 
e the Mine. to beth. © 


May.n not live, to the. End of this $2228 
God in his. Providence having called 
188 abroad, 1 may never ſe, my Native 
Crantrey ore. Let me ſtill remember, 
O my Soul! chat wherever 1 am, I am 
travellias towards the Grave, am paſ- 
flag to auother World: That 1 may live 
in all Places, *as, a Pilgrim and Stranger 
here on Earth; Wk Affections ſuited to 

7 Condition, becoming one who. 1s 
travelling in a ſtrange Land. Let me 

ear the laconveniences J may meet with 
in this World, as Strangers in their 
Ti avels. are wont to do. Let me not re- 
pine at the i11 Accomodations of an Jun 


where 1 am 0 lodge: but a Night or Tor 
ut 


| W's Fe nl Eternity. 74 - mM 
froy. bit encourage my ſelf with the . * 
power of better Entertainment at home, when 
icke mf phe rrnkgg Is. ended, and my Jour- 
couit. In * 
1885 One af my deareſt Holy W and 
Bleſ. Flow. Travellers, ( whoſe. Memory will 
he ever precious (g) with thoſe who 
knew him) quickly arrived to his Jour- 
—— eys End, and is entered into Reſt be- 
ines. Which of his Companions ſhall-- 
nest fottow, we know not, or how ſoon... 
and Lord! make me apprehend the nearneſs 
per to Hof my Change in every place; and it I. 
Nam prepared for dying, no matter wbere 
wt, it be. There is no ode Country farther- 
Year: from the Preſence of God than another. 
called The whole World may be conſidered as 
Native ¶ one Great Houle, and the ſeveral King-- 
.Mbery ¶ dams and Countries of it, but as different 
m princes in the ſane, Houſe; and they, 
F pal- N who karryzat home, are no more exempt 
h live from Death than they. who, travel 2 
range! broad. 
ted to The Earth is the Eads and the Ele. N 
ho is thereaf; I] can go no where bg be out of 
et me his Territories, I fall ſtill tread upon 


t with ny Father? 5 Grouud. «© had rather, OS ©; 
their | 


— 4 2— 2 —_— I * 
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— 


JT; TC (e) Ar. 1 Ben: . 1 271 at Genera, 3 
an Inn, Aay. 10. 2583. 8 | 


but 
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a2 aclite in a Wilderneſs with the Pre- iy 
ſence of God, than a 'Courtier in Idola- the 
\ Trous eEeyzr. Abraham, the Father of Wmy 
the Faithful, and the Friend of God, was. Wor 


; | baniſhed from his .own Country; and Met 


thould I never ſer foot again on my na- Pod 
tive Soil, there is no. Reaſon of mur- ch. 
mur ing agaiaſt my God, who hath dealt try, 


1 thus with many of his Favourites. And: ar! 


while | have been in a.ſtrange Land, he MW 
hath nor ſuffered me to feel the Wants. not 
and Neceſſities, and Heart of a Stranger. let 
Among a People of a ſtrange Language lf n 
he can, and doth provide for me all part 
. things richly to enjoy. I may ſet up my 
Ebenezer, hitherto hath God ſupplied all 


my Wan V A 
The Preſence- of my Gracious Father I Flos 
_ is cvery where the ſame; in ſome mea- 775 
Tore, Bleſſed be my God, I have hitherto thin 
found it fo. And may. I not rejoyce- in Life 
God in a-Deſert, though all the World trol 
ſhould forſake me; though all the World" done 

| thouldbe.agaiaſt me? Should I have no Hon 
other Friend or Helper; is not God an Wrecei 

| Infigite God*.enongh ? and without his: Mtirry 
Favour and Preſence; . what can all this - Wferin; 
World do for me? If lam ſict, and in not t 


Wy danger of Deth, amoaz my Relation: ¶ utio 
ad Friends; if the Cumſorttof the Am by li 


** 


| MW Dime ter” Beize. = bw 
5 do not refreſh and delight” my Sout, - | 
they cannot: And if I watt not rbeſein i 
my laſt Agonies, no matter in what Part BY 
or Corner of the Earth I breath my lf -? 
if the Word and Promiſe of God be m7 
Foundation, an' holy Hope my Anchor, 8 
Chriſt my Pilot, and Heaven my Coun- 
try, 1 half not fail of being landed there 9 
ar laſt; Suffer me not to forſake thee, | 
Heavenly Father! while live; and 4 5 0 
not thou forſake me in my 1a Hu; and 
jet it come when and where thou wilt. - 
If my bleſſed Saviour will-receive my de- 
parting SouFar Death, I am not ſollici- 
toos in what — or Part of the Earth” * 
it be. 5 ES 

And chat I may not be onwilliogin the _ 
Flower of my Aye and Time, in N_ | 
Strength, to leave this World; let me 
think often, that no one Age of part of” * 
Life is more priviledged agsinſt the 
Scroke of Death than dhother, If Thave' 2 
done my Work betimes, as my deceaſed © 
Fellow Traveler had, is it not hetter to 
receive the bleſſed Recompence; than to 
tarry longer in a World o Sin ard d Suk. 
fering, abſent from the Lord? Shall 1 
not thereby eſcape a multitude of Femp ; 
tations, Sins, and Sorrows, which others 
y hs _ are ons tw? IF my 


Peace” WV 
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| Peace, be made. with: God; - pda Sid, 
make me willigg to live at this diſtance 
from binn? What ſhonld render this. 
World ſo defira irable, where God is ſo diſ- 
hoffbured, where 1 am ſo often tempted 
ro diſp leaſe him, and ſo often yield to 
ſuch Temptations} And may I not fear 
Teſt I ſhould fall into ſuch ſcandalous and 
gtievous Sins, that may bring a publick 
Reproach on the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
ſadden the Hearts of all. my Acquaintance, 
who love the Lord Jeſus in Siacerity ? By 
dying. early 1. ſhall contract Jeſs Guilt, 
and commit les. Sin, and ſee and. feel leſs 
Sorrow than others who live longer. And 
tho” I ſhould maintain my Integrity, yet 
ia this World my higheſt Love and Obe- 
dience to God, and my ſweeteſt Commu- 
nion with. him, is but imperfect. How 
many Impediments and Diverſions, do I: 
daily meet witb, that, deaden my Heart 
to Heavenly Contemplations and Aﬀe- 
ctions? What Niſappointments, and ſor- 
rowful Diſaſters,. to convince me that 
' rhis is not the Place of Reſt and Happi- 
- neſs? What ſmart Afflictions may ſome 
of my Relatiam prove? What dangerous 
Snares may attend me in the remaining 
Portion of my Time? What 9 


on and Hatred from Mea may the | ſeed; 
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ance. 
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diſ- 
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? By 
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1 leſs 
And 
„ Vet. 
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_ How 
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Happl- 
ſome 
gerous 
laining 
Poll 
ſtead: 

bs 


"I hive and Bieri e 7 


National Calamities may 1 have 
n, Ce v3 


ve do deſire to reach; what 


happens) may I not then be as 


the World as now; 


er Life! 
i Time, but its Improvement, 
cally make a Long Life? If 1 


iS not too ſcon to die.“ 


hat is prepared for Death, he 


z 
* 


my Share 


But If l cooſider 01d Ave it ſelf, Which 


and how 


many are the Infirmities and Griefs, and 
troubleſome [Circumſtances which attend 
hat State. Which dying young will pre- 
ent? Are not moſt Men, who reach a 
eat real old Age, helpleſs Objects of 

A Burthen to themſelves, and to 
1 * them? And (which commonly 


unwilling 


o die, as at preſent? As loth then to leave 
tho" in a Manner it 
ill have left me? For how many Od 
Men, paſt the Reliſh, of Senſual Plea- Mi 
ures, are yet inordinately fond of Ae =_ 


WK 


2 i 

4 ; : 
| | 
A | 1 j 


Have I not been told by Fade 4s 
ell as Chriſtians; that "Tis not the 3 


that doth 
I have an- 


wered the Ead for which I was born, 
No Man ever 
iſcarried as to his Everlaſting Intereſt, 

cauſe his Life was Short, but Evil. 


Be 


that dies 
the Lord, hath lived lopg enough, and. 
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faſt 3 of the Truth and Fide- | 
lity to God expoſe me to? What Publick 


3 8 7 Refe- : 
' ſhould tank God for a ſpeedy Call to the 
Poſſeſſion of that Felicity, which the Ho- 
lieſt Saints on Earth deſire and breath 
after. Gideon loſt nothing by returning: 
” from Victory, while the Sun was yet high. 
He hath fonght I6ng enough who hath 
- gained the Victory. It I have wrought 
but a few Hours in a Vineyard, and done 
bac little Service for my Lord and Ma- 
ſter; and yet am diſmiſs'd, and rewarded, 
before the reſt of my Fellow-Labourers, 
hl 1 repine, and think my Lord doth 
nor befriend me? If he hath any farther 
Ser vice for me, he will prolong my Days, 
and make me Diligent, I Hope, and cox-" 
tented. Otherwiſe I pray he would make 
me ready to die, and make me willing 
and "deſirous to depart this Life. Por to 

be only content to die, that l may be per- 

fectiy Holy, and fully Bleſſed, is methinks 
too lo for a Chriſtian, who acts like him- 
ſelf; believing the Certainty of his avowed 

5 Principles and Hopes, and knowing, that 
LR While we are preſent ##1 the 1 80 8 we are ab- 
een 9 the _ 30 
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Ser | 
ie Contemplation of our approaching Change 
may aſſiſt us to mortiſy the Luſts of be 
Fleſh, * the Luſts of the Eyes, and te 
Pride of Life; to cure Ambition, and i 
promote Coateatment, : | 


LL that is in the World, faith the © 
. Apoltle, is the Luft of the Fleſh, Bl 
e Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride , WM 
iſe. The Daſt and Aſhes: of dur own Bl 
ortality duly conſidered and applied, 
ill help to deaden and extinguiſh each 
f theſe.. By Pride of Life we lift up 
ur ſelves againſt Heaven, and deſpile : . 
or Maker; by the Luft of the Fleſh we 
W'crlove and indulge the Body, and ſtudy- Mi 
Wo gratify the ſenſual Appetite: By che i 
Luſts of the Eyes our Deſires are immode-- 
ate afcer Temporal and External Goods. 
he Thought of our approaching End hath - Ml 
Tendency to oppoſe and mortify rheſe- 


Laſts 5 to humble us before God; to take 
Ws off from the inordinate Love of the 
Body; and to moderate our Paſſions to 
Nirthly Things. It may help us againſt 
Tyr Pride, by ſhewing us the jafinite Diſtance 
F ween the Eternal Self- ſufficient o_ . 
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and fach poor Duſt as we; who are but 


ing Body. 


e Refletions 8 


of Yeſterday, and if he uphold us not, 
and maintain our Souls in Life ſhall de 


laid inthe Duſt to Morrow: It will mind: 


us of his- Juſtice againſt Su, the Parent 


of Death, and of of all the Miſeries of our 


Mortal State; and convince: us of our 
"Weakneſs to reſiſt his Will, or avoid his 
Wrath. As to our fond Afection to the 
Boay, it may inſtruct vs, that it deſerves 
not to be accounted ſo much of; it will 


ypen our Eyes, to diſcern the Preference 


1 
1 7 BY 

A s 1 
1 3 


"Tat our immortal Souls; and what con- 


cerns them, to the Intereſt of a. periſh-- 
It may convince us, thiat we 
are Cruel and unkind to our very Bodies, 
y overloving them, becauſe we thereby 
contribute to their Eternal Sufferings ; 
and fo teach us to love and uſe our Bo- 
dies as Servants to our Souls in this 
World \ 
Glory with them, after the Reſurrection: 
It may alſo help to moderate our Defzres 
after Earthly Good, and. ſo cure the L. 
of the Eyes, by letting us ſee the Vanity, 


'Uncertaiary, and ſhort Duration of theſe 


Things, aud their lnfafficiency to make us 
Happy, and give us true Content. 
The | Thoughts of an Approaching 


damp 
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and as expecting to ſhare in 


Change may, if any Thing will do 16, 
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ua Napp the Mirth of the Lexurious fe, 
1 de and ftrike Mm into a Fit of Trembling, as 5 
did Beljhazzar*s Hand-Wiiting on the 
Wall. It may Tiſcover the Diſtractioon 
of living in Pleaſvre, and. of Care to pleaſe 
the Senſes, and che, Fleſnly Appetite, 
when the End is ſo near. It may like- 8 
wiſe check the Folly of Ambitious Deſigns”  - 
that Nien ſhould make ſo mach ado.co. iſ 
get into ſlippery Places, from whence i 
they may fo, ealily fall. Where being 
puff d up with vain Applauſe, they forget 
themſelves, and their Latter End, till 
their Life and Glory expire together: 
Where. are now the Great, and Mighty, 
and Honourable, who have made ſuch a 
Noiſe in the World? What is now the. 
Difference between the Duſt of an Alex- 
ander or Ceſar, and that of their meaneſt . 
Slaves or Captives? Could their Digni- 
ttes and. Earthly, Glory preſerve any of 
them from che Stroke of Death, or the 
judgment of God, or without Repen= 
tance from his condemning Sentence? 
. Thick, O my Soul“ how little it will 
ſhortly ſignify, whether I have been known 
and honoured among Men or no; any 
farther than God may be glorified by it. 
How ſhould it ſoppreſs Vain-Glory? to 
think of beipg one Day eſteemed, and 
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dying Men, and laid in the Grave the 
next; Let me rather ſeek that Glory and 

* to which Immortality is annex'd; 
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"ther 1 paſs through Good Report or Evil 
Report; no Contempt, or Frowns, or 


it may be have a proſperous Paſſage to 


_ Call to haſten my Preparacions for a Bet- 
— ger World. ” | | | 7 


and Reputation tao, as | beſt ſhal] pleaſe 


and final judgment. Vouchſafe me 2 


great and terrible Day of Reckoning; 


worſhip'd, reverenc'd, and applauded by that 


labour to be accepted with God, at 
whoſe Bar I muſt be judged, endeavour- 
ing to keep the Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience; and then it is not much whe: 


FThreatnings of Men need then diſcou- 5 
rage me. Tho' I ſhould be trampled on 
by the Foot of Pride while others are © 


happy in a Dream for a little while; and 


Damnation; Pll'rather thank God for 
delivering me from their Temptations, 
and: g:ving me the Opportunity and 


Let God diſpoſe of my Condition here, 


Ins Sovereign Will; only be pleaſed to 
keep me upright, and to preſerve me 
from Everlaſting Shame and Confuſion 
of Face, after the general Reſurrection, 


Portion now in thine approving Love, 


and own me for Thine at laſt, in the 
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Dy Time and Eternity. 
that then I .may hear the Bleſſed Ege, 
and enter into my Lord's Joy. 
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The ſame Argument conſidered farther, a 
d. ſſcaſſue ſrom Worldlineſs, and Earths . 
ly-mindedneſs; and as proper to conſute 
the V..nity of long Projects, and great 
Deſigus for this World... 1 

RE the Years of my Life but few, 

. and they haſtening to a Period? 
and may this be my laſt? Let me not - 
then greedily cover Riches and Abun- 
dince, and: waſt my little Time to ſcrape 
toge her Lrge Proviſions for many Tears 
to cme; when 4 have no Aſſurance to 
lee the Kad of 15:5, Is it becoming ſuch 

2 Belief, to toil from Day to Day, that ĩ 

[may lay up that which 1 muſt fo fon 

leave? As if I were to ſpend an Erermry 3 

here on Earth, and in the mean while 

neglect the Ore Thing neceſſary.” Am not 
upon the Shore of'Eternity.? May not the _ 
e „J ͤ YexE* 
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my whole Life in Diverſions from the 
main Puſineſs of it? Have I nothing elſe 


þ 0 to do, but to gather Shells, (if they were 


Pearls, the Abſurdity were ſtill che ſame) 
ill Iam 
ſaatch'd away, paſt all Recovery? Shall! 
be regardleſs of an Eternal 758 and run 


the Hazard of being undone for ever, by 
ſolicitous Care about pretended Neceſſa- 
riet fora long Abade on Earth? LMuch 


leſs for Super fluities ;] when I am not cer- 


tain of the Poſſeſſion, this one Year ? Shall 


I magnify and admire what is ſo ſoon 10 
be parted with? Value my ſelf upon 
theſe Things, ſo as to Deſpiſe thoſe hi 


have leſs, and Envy. ſuch as have more! 


and ſuffer my Mind to be .diſtempered, 


and my Paſſions immoderate on ever 


Change of theſe. Things ?. 
Tho | know beſides my own Morta- 
licy, that to enforce the Arguemear, there 


Things; that our very Manna here, ina 
lictle while will ſtink; and Bread which. 
is the Staff of Life, moulder; our richeſt 
Garments wax old, and rot; Silver and 
Cold ruſt, and the greateſt Beauty wither, 


and PRauy Thigs that is Earthly oY 
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which. 
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vither, 
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mr 


ind periſh. And ſhall not this ke 
imagine, that in my laſt, Hour it will be 


better in the Day of judgment, to have 
a great-Eſtate to anſwer for, than a leſſer 


- 


One? | 


Abraham, (who rightly -underſtood the 
Tranſitory Nature of Riches, and his own 
mutable Condition,) that the only: Pure 
caſe he made wich his Riches, was a 
Grave; Chuling to take Poſſeſſion of the 
Land promiſed him, rather by a Mark of 


his parting with it, than of his poſſeſſing Tn 
it. Did I think oftner and more ſeri- 


ouſly, O my Ser! ! of tarrying here but a 


lictle while; 1 ſhoald more eatily be per- 
ſwaded, that a little of this World were 


ſufficient to carry te through. ĩt. I ſhould. 
conſider more that my Heaven- born Soul 
is made and deſigned for another, an 
Endleſs World: And therefore ſhould 
not ſo far firger his own Pele, and 


Fatter"S» Houſe 2 38 eagerly to pur ſue and : 
ſeek. what is ſuited only to the Body, 


or a little While; and whereof a little 
vith Contentment will be ſufficient. 
a ; „ , E "0 of. | - 1 * 
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eier to part with much, than lictle? Or 


his Exch me 
o ſic looſe from all ſach Things? Can 1 


We read concerning the Patriarch 
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”- Our great Buſineſs in this World is 2. 


i 56 4 : 
6s Qt 


a. 7 > 8 ; F - n f oy es 
= OCr0Hs Reed ton 


6 4 

N : oy 
KS 
3 


contract our Thoughts to preſent Dun; 
that we may not perplex our Minds with 
long Defigns and Projects, which if we 
dye this Year, will come to nothing, 


dapted to the little Portion of Time 
which is allowed us. ' Not that good De- ſly, 
ſigns for the Publick Benefit may not be Ppifte 
begun by one, and finiſh'd by others.; rand ! 
that we are not obliged,” prudently te Cana. 
provide for thoſe who ſhall come after N and i 
us, by attempting many Things of proba Nauic 
ble Advantage to Poſterity. But confider-M* 
ing the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of Life, 
not only ſhould.the moſt Neceſſary Things 
be fr /# minded, and not put off by proſe ]! 
cuting ſuch Deſigns, as may ſignify ſome- 
what to Others, when we are Dead: 
But we ſhould not now omit that which Te 
we may hope to compaſs our ſelves to be- P 
gin ſuch Things, whoſe Accompliſnmem i Fe 
muſt depend on the Pleaſure of our Suc-· Li 
ceſſors Conſideration and faithful Coun-- _ 
fel would in this Cafe have prevented the ** 
fruitleſs Expence of many Mens Time 1 q 
and Money; which if otherwiſe employ- ere 
cd, might have turned to good Account aud 
to Themſelves and Others. 
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And this heightens our Folly, that 


while we purſue great Projects in Re- 
ference to this World, and die without 
elfecting them, our Preparations for Erez- A 


nity are neglected; and ſo we are ſud- 
denly cut off in the midſt of dur Folly, 
and all our Thanghts periſh, How ea- 


fly,” bow ſoon may they do ſo! The 
Difference and Diſtance between Death 


and Life, being no more than that of a 
Candle lighted, from its being blown out; 


and if it it is expoſed to all Winds, how 


quickly may that happen? - - 
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The Conſideration of the Certain near Ap- 
proach of an Everlaſting State ampli 


Life. 
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re long the little Number of our Vears 


zud Days will be expired.” But when 
Death conveys: us into the World of 


N this World we hegin a Year, and 
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Spirits, the Day of Eternity ſhall: never bt 
cloſed with an Evening. Of how fear! 
ful Conſequence is that Death, by which 

an Eternity mult be decided! What Ate 
' _ tention, what Seriouſneſs, what Diligence, Wat G 

what Care, doth the Deciſion of ſo impor. I ferin 
tant a Matter call for? ETER N AL\Wand/ 
What will be the next Word, O ny Soul! Wor 

How much am I concerned to know it! 
Will it be Bleſſedneſs or Miſery? Will ü 

be Life or Death? This one Word is th 

Joy of Angels, and the Horrors of Devils; 
the Unſpeakable Delight of Bleſſed Saint 
and the Confuſion and Deſpair of con- 

demned Sinners. 

At the Creation of the World, Tin 
got the ſtart of us, and was five Day 
elder than we; but our Immortal Souls 
ſhall endure. beyond the utmoſt Limits of 

Time, and laſt as long as the Everlaſting 
Father of Spirits, of whoſe Duration 
there is no End. Shall I then exiſt andi 
live, though my Body periſh and ſer 

Corruption ? Shall my Soul, my Sel/ exill 
beyond the Grave, in Felicity or Miſery; 

= and that for ever, and according to mi 

. preſent, Actions? What am 1 then mo 

concerned to mind? What am I tolf 

chuſe? What am | moſt to fear, to vil 
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ted White Is2 Shadow of 1. and 


Reputation Meg bog 
es ow Drops of fleſhly © leaſiire: for a 
Moment, fo Eternal Filer of Pleaſure,” 


ferings of an Hour or Two, to the Pains 
and Angviſh of Eternity? What can the 
World, Fleſh, or Devil give me mpa- 
it! ible to Eternal Life? What can 1 Tuffer” 
in the Way of Helinefs,. that t may be. 4 
in the Ballanee 3 gain an F 
ell? And yet ho" often, O my. Soul 


Devils; 
Saint 
f con: dolimly 40 1 Krad the One, and forfeit 1 
Ie Other, for the Sins and Vanities of 
„Tine World Whereas one FProſpect E f 
Dq Prernity, ſhould make Thing e = 
| SoulsWemporal, appear little in my Eyes; T 
mits ofÞpigheſt Ede of Earthly" Greatneſs, 
laſting Rbundauce of Riches, the Great Affairs 
tration 
ciſt ande 
ind ſee 
F exill 
Miſery; 
to m 
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and "Splendor, 'and Reputation, 


be Vanity of Mankind. 
Oh chat I could but live, a8 belle ug : 
1 an Eternal 1 0 2 ba- 
ing it in my Eye ing 0 
(fairs with a Viſible Referent — 75 41. N 
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haviour aud Deportment, that TY "4 | 
earneſt believe it certain; for be it.never N ad 
ſo Certain, If I do not apprehend and 
conſider it as ſuch, it will ne more affe& 
me than a Fable. Neither is it enough to 
conſider it as certain, but as near: For the N Deat 
molt weighty, the moſt terrible Things, 70 7 
apprehended as at a great Diſtance, will To 
litle move. Thinking of the long Inter - 
val between the Advantage of being ex · 
empted from ſuch Evils for ſo — . 
Time, will pleaſe me more than ſuch di. 
ſtant Calamities will afffi ght. 

Let me therefore — to impreſi 
the Kore . of Eternit, a5 at land, 
more od & dion _ that I may 
2 23 75 nd pray, and 
demean 0 k 


f Fla every. Thing, as ne 
an unchangea ble State. Am I DO: con- 


"vinced har this is certain, from the Na. 
ture and Operations of my Soul, fron 
the Reflections 15 Conſeience, from the 
Righteouſnel. of God in his Goverama 
of the World, from the preſent unequs 
Diſtributions of Good — Evil by bis 
Providence, and from the plain and fre 
75 nent Aſſertions of Bee Revealed Will 
2 have nothin zu doping to re 
1 byr 1 76. Not det 
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ps and oreing the Confideratic n of it in Or- 
"ind der to its Influence. I find it neecful to 


fest reflect often, how near I am to ſuch an | 


endleſs State; that in one Iaſtant, by 
Death, I enter upon it: And that hir 
Inſtant may be as near me, as my next 
Thoughts, That the Holy Scripture de- 
ſcribes the two contrary. Conditions af- 


ph to 
IT the 
Des, 
Will 
Inter- 
g ex- 


ny u both Everlaſting ! the One, by Eter- 
enge Life, Eternal Glory, an incorruptible 


om that fadeth not away, an incerrup- 
mprels 
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V and 
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g Puniſhment, Everlaſting Heſtruction, a 
orm_that never dies; Wrath that is ever 
come, Blackneſs of Darkneſs for even, 
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"no contrary States, I muſt abide for 
er, In endleſs Joy, or Sorrow: Bleſſed 
the Preſence of God, or for ever ba- 
hed from it. And whoever thou art 
at readeſt this, apply it ſerioufly to 
y ſelf, "tis thine own Caſe. Yea [I tell 
& from God, that Holineſs of Heart 

. SS and 
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er Death, (and every Man and Woman i 
a the World ſhall ſhare in one of themy 


e Inheritance, an Houſe Eternal in the 

Feavens, &c. the Other, by unquenchable 
ine, 4 Priſon whence no Eſcape, Eternal 
Damnation, Everlaſting Burning, Everlaſt- 


Think, O my Sl! That in One of theſe 
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=_ Serious Reeds, 


and Life is abſolutely, — * the 
former, and that without it, thou ſhak 6; 

never ſee his Face; but be puniſhed with 
_ everlaſting. Deſtruction, from the Pre- 
ſence of his Glory. 

— Is this an Unqueſtionsble Truth? 0 
let. a tne it, till L feel he S. 
and Efficacy of ſo important a Principle 
Let the Impreſſion be es and Laſtingf 
Let ĩt pierce and enter into my very Soul! 
to cool the Heats of Luſt, to quench Sen- 
ſual and Earthly Deſires, and to mortify 
all inordinate Affections to this World rim. 
and fix my Reſolutions to mind, and ſect 0 

Eternal Life with all my Heart! der 
Theſe are not difficult and perplexet . 
Niceties, which wiſe and Holy Men diff 
and diſagree about. They are not Me 
taphiſical Subtleties, which few can un 
derſtand; but the expreſs Word of 604. 
and the daily Dictates of my own Reaſo! 
and Conſcience, which all Chriſtians, an 

0 almoſt all Men in their Wits (except ina 

hour of great Temptation) confeſs an 

. dcn; or whether they will or no, al 
forced to expect and fear, it they 
not in a Condition to conſider them wil 

a joyful Hope. 85 es 
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concerning theſe Great Things, which 
notwithſtanding the plaineſt Evidence, 
the Devil may at any Time ſuggeſt! Let 
4 confirmed Faith be the Reality of what 


is thus future; that my Soul may be in- 


fluenc'd by them, as it is wont to be by 
Things preſent. Let it be the Subſtance of 
Things hoped for, and the 'Evidence of 
Things unſeen, and as yet at a Diſtance ; 
as if the Day of Judgment were alread 
dme, and there were no intermediate 
ime to paſs, between this and that. 

O Eternity ! Eternity! The more I con- 
ſider it, the more unfathomable ſtill 1 
nd it. \Uncbangeable Bleſſedneſs, or re- 
edileſs endleſs Torment! An Eternal 
Flisful Day, or Everlaſting Horror, 
Darkneſs and Deſpair! Life or Death; 
>lory or Deſtruction to laſt as long as 
he Immutable, Living God! None of 
he Patriarchs who lived longeſt, arrived 
0 the Period of a Thouſand Tears, which 
1 Compariſon of God's Everlaſtingneſs, 
ſet forth but as one Day. But ſtrictly 
dnſidered, Millions of Years and Ages 
ave no Proportion with it; becauſe no 
ultiplication of them will amount to 


Fernity. Whereas one Hour hath ſome 


Pro- 
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96 Seruns Reflection: 
Proportion to an Hundred Thouſand th 
| Years, becauſe a certain Number of Hours to 
will amount to ſo. many Years. But no for 
Number of Years or Ages, never ſo Ea. 
often multiplied, will — og Eterni. a f 
ty - As ro Subſtraction of Millions of Þ Ho 
Years will leſſen it; an entire Eternity iſ dre 
will be ſtill co come, and will ever be an 
io ccine, When innumerable Myriads c. 
of Vears are paſt, Eternity ſhall then ſeem 
but to begin, becauſe when as many more 
| 750 over, it ſhall be as far from ag 
. | N 


Oh! that the Thoughts of Eternity 
may be powerful, and Fido ba 

: al} others ! that I may judge of every. 
Thing by its Relation to it, by its Influ. Þ — 
ence, upon it! Chuſe now., my So 
whether Fverlaſting Joys, or Miſeries, 

hall be thy Portion: But conſider well, 

chat thine Eternity is concerned in thy 

pi eſent Choice; and that this Hhoice muſt 

be pur ſued wich Steadfaſtneſs and Con- 
ſtancy, as long | live: And what are 

a few Years to prepare for an Eternal 
State? Were we obliged to ſpend ſe- 
veral Hundred Years in ſerious, humble 
Preparation for it, with the greateſl 
Strictueſs and Severity of Life, as 

© . that 


that Time; it were | infilitely leſs, ch 
to ſpend an Hour or Two, in preparing 
for the greateſt Dignity and Employ oh 
Earth, which can be mere but for 
a few Years at longeſt. For to theſe an 
Hour hath ſome Proportion; but an Hun- 
dred or Thouſand Years have none with 
an verlag Duration. Therefore to 
conſider, how many Years of Toil, and 
Pains, and Diligence, many beſtow. on 
the probable Proſpect of ſome Temporal 
Good, ſhould reprove and ſhame my 
Negligence and I. in "Romy - 
on Ar 
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The Pliniſhinents of the Dame conſules | 
red as Intolerable «nd "Everlaſting, 
and as unqueſtionably certain. What the 

KNeſtections upon Hell. Torments ms and 
6 —_ to teach „„ 


— 


1 E Hear of; the Lond: is hs Begins 
ing of Wiſdom, the Entrance into 


the Wop of Life, as it is ordinarily one of 


E 4 the 


* "ory "WI 2 9 2 * 2 os ade, Dr 2 * | 
p fl 
q , 
1 , ; þ * 
0 9 
* * 5 5 
. 5 p * { x 
1 Nie tering. 2 | | 
9 LY * 
1 
pg 
4 17 
* 
1 


— 
i 
o I  - ge - « Pe 
- * — — — — ow ww ” we” . - 7 — 85 a * p 52 o Ms 4 3 . 5 
b . ˙ AA Ln * —— a . * — * : a — 
— - 
— — — _ — 
— % — * . 1 * — — 22 228 _ $ 6 5 N 
: ———ĩů— — I — IDSt — TD TIS On — — h — : - | 
. — m — — 2 pr F —— — — », - — 5 
* * N 1 ———_———_— — _—_ — — = 1 * as * . go 3 A" a3 ar . , % 1 : X 
6 = 
= — . 7 Pn — — em 
3 a 5 4” 2825 I Toy 2 4 7 — — 4 = „ RT — 
- ...... 7,775 | 
by +* 4 8 , 


Aa . 
7 re \ of 2 wing 
— - as — 3 = 
—— — — 5 1 
- i n n 
— — — F TIT" l 


* — a — _— — 4 : — r 
— n a 4 = 169 «Ds adit S - er" 
98 2 * — ; r 2 ** F wen) ** . A __ 2 * 
n a. Ke r — 5 
oo * * * 2 8 I 4 — * * 


98 — Refesier: 
the Ari Means to awaken the Soul to: Neves 
ſerious, Concern. for Eternity: Let me 
therefore firſt conſider the Endleſs Pu this 
_ -mifhment of the Wicked in the other I 1o 
World, before 1 enter upon the Raviſh. | that 
ing Proſpect of the Bleſſedneſs of Hea. tenc 
ven, pr omiſed to- the Righteous: And f 
with what; ſerions Trembling ſhould. 1 ſpair 
think; of the Terrors of anEverlaſting ¶ Ang 
Deſtruct ian, which our Lord ſha be re. 
vealed from Heaven nip render to All; whi 
' know. not Geog, and obey not the Goſpel 
W ben the 14 ice hall ge away into E. 
verlaſß ing Puni ſhment ; ; as thaiRights 
ous into Life Etergal. The Pasa. £ 
ze/3 of that Puuiſhment, the Endleſs Du. 
ration of it, joyned to the Cotifideration 
of its Unqueſtionable Certainty, deſerves 
the moſt Attentive Fhonughts of every 
Man who loves his Soul, and would 
maniſeſt' be doth ſo, by ſecuring bas 
greateſt Intereſt, bn, 

The Deſcription of that Miſery, un · 
der Inſup — and Eternal Forments, IF" 
demands more than a Tranſient View; 
becauſe no Words can ſufficientl ex- 
preſs the Horror of that State. What 
zs it, Oy Sn! tobe baniſned from the | 


2 Sight” and Freſence of - God for 
2 5 ever ſ 


ever, and all the Impreſſions of his Holy 
Image and Likeneſs? and to know that 
this is the Fruit of my] own Choice; that 
I loſt it by my own Fault and Folly; 

that J deſerved to loſe it; that the Sen- 
tence is as Juſt as It is irrecoverable? 
Who can fully imagine the diſmal De- 
ſpair of a Condemned Sinner, under the 
Anguiſh of a Guilty, Self uccuſing Mind ? 
yhile under the Stroke of God's Almigh- 
ty, Revenging Juſtice, with a Diſtincter 
Goſpel. View and Knowledge than now, of God 
to. E. and his Excellencies; of himſelf, and his 
chte: Neun Vileneſs and Malignity, which muſt 
al- Igreatly encreaſe his Rage and Torment. 
+ Da- Add to this, his being enraged by the Ace | 
ration Ncuſations and Cries of wicked Acquain- 
ſerves ce and Relariors; and his being mock d, 
every land inſulted over, and tortured, by mas. 
Wicous damned; Spirits; with a clear- Un- 
derſtanding of that giorious Felieity be 
deſpiſed, refuſed, and forfeited; with a 
veep Senſe of his former Madneſs, in- 
referring the Sinful/Pleaſures and Ad- 
antages of: this World; and this after 
9 many Warnings and Invitations, and: 
alls from God, to have prevented it; 

nd never to be diverted one Moment from 
de Conſiderat ion, Senſe and Feeling of 
——— " "BY * 


— 
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| 


his Miſery, and the Duration of it; to 


> fy them; and continually to preſerve an 
Hel of Wickedneſs and Horror in himſelf; 
_ Qtons, Regrets, and ſtinging Reflections 


ſhall never die: Who can -conceive the. 


racking Pain, in any one part of his Bo -I 
dy, tho he be under the Means for Cure, a: 


comfort, aſſiſt him, with the Hopes off 


dle Idea we can now frame of it! ta; 


00 See Mr. Baxter's Sai Feſt, part 2. 
unpi- 


have all his Paſſions let looſe, with the 
greateſt Violence, and nothing to ſatis n 


and to endure the Reproaches, Convi-f; +4 -: 
of Conſcience, the Gnawing Norm which 0 


unſpeakable Miſery of ſuch an accurſed % 
State? So great Calamity, and yet Ever. I, 
laſting ! 5 5 
How. long doth one Day or Night 
now ſeem to a Man under ſome violent. e. 


and have his Friends about him to pity, . 


Eaſe in a little while, . and the certain hats 
Knowledge that it cannot laſt long? Obi e 
what then will be the difmal State off ue 
tormented () Sinners in Hell! How... .- 
infinitely muſt it exceed the moſt terri- 


Janguiſh out a long Eternity, in that 
Gulph of Darkneſs and Deſpair, under 


— 


„ 
— 


b -- 


Chap. 4. 


o, a "A '2 51 


3 to ihpltiedh den ee e Term rs without” 
itermiſſio of End! Miſerles 
1 2 e, Withodt 


eaſure!. * 


e Mercy, Pains 55 3 11 87 Pg e, and 
el et cndlefs! wi Succaur* 
uv pr Relief, 7 1 * 4 
tions tion or Wag vor wn 5 | 


omfort!w gt a \ Moments ab 1 op of 
ut the ſmalleſt Beam of Li ght, or the 


alt Glimmering of Hope! pe Cl | 
4 "will bs 


Evers lugs and never dead! u 
ay 8355 Which ; 
Fer Wrath to "come! le ing" Death 
ever able 1 ad it, But Eternal tor 
adure all that” lamiry, which the Cen 
nation of Death. and Lt ife rogether, can 
leader dreadful? ' 
What/Groabs and Cries will theſe” 
Frougbts, and theſe Sufferings wring-- 
ron their Hearts! But no Refuge will 
en be found, no Excuſes admitted, no 
Prayers, no Entreaties will then prevail, - 
J Tears move Pity. He that made 
: bem wall ſhew them 710 Mercy, and be 0 
lat formed them will fbew them no Fu. 
F ur. Tis Never, Never, that is the 
— —ſlling Word, that breaks the Heart of 
part 2 oſe hopeleſs Priſoners,” in the Place ef 
erment. When once deliyer'd over 
unpi- 10 


,and_ 


192, ITY 0 | 
to that. os . e 
hall no 15 "Priſoners of - Hohe, 
Jud 9 mall be brought forth unto afte 
fioal Victory; and 55 Redemption of far. 


N 
Je va Hope 


1 of 8 0 man then B. 
. 2 pe j Hel 
7 will de he Holl. of ho who. Fry ance: hoy e 

the) ſhould: never come there: And full 
of thoſe: who. deſpair of Deliverance from 
thence}. (bot, mall ſuffer exquiſite Pais final 
that capnot be numbred, or meaſured, I Poli 
or. 7 * bur that exery Minute of but 1 
AY Hour will ſeem an Whole, Year, add and 
yet muſt ccerraly be enduted by. miſera- Apo 
E Sinners, who will not be wiſe in sup 

ime; to prevent ſuch an intolerable Por- Soul 
Let me therefore O my. | 
ſcend into 7 by Meditation, Whilſt i be 
1 That 1 way not deſcend thitherf 1y a 
when. I. die; and be ſhut up for ever Wor 
in that Priſon, the Place of Endleſs Tor: 
ment. 
Might we: but ſuppoſe, that one offf. 
thoſe | Miſerable Souls did let fall bi 
ane. Tear, in an Hundred Thonſand Years; 
and. if after. he had. by this Means wep 
fo much, as that his Tears would equi 


Sent, de: on, t 


the Drops of Water in the WI 3 | (*) 


#7 


— 
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| 6a LAN LIN + 2 © i IC r 
his Miſery * oald bave an, End; this 5 

9 n in a 1 © 2 1 : 
were, Hopes, this were Comfort, Bur alas! 
after that Period, his Miſery will be 4, 
far from an End, as when he fr be- 
gan to feel it. It will then be but the 
Begining ef Sorroms, which will, Never, 
Never, Never, enͥůỹẽSt. I 


«4% 3 3 
% 


"Think, O 'my., Soul ! that this 18. the 
Portion of the Sinner's Cup; this is the. 
Wages of Sin, and the certain Doom of 
final Impenitence and Uabelief. Tis no 
Politick Cheat, or Melancholy Dream, 
bit the expreſs, repeated Wg Colts B 
and Chriſt, the Holy ' Prophets aud 
Apoltles, and the Voice of Reaſon-too... 
Suppoſing but the Immortality of the. 
Soul, and the Power of Self- Reflecti - 
on, the Puniſhment of Sinners muſt needs 
be Ever laſting, as carrying continual- 
ly an Hell within them; unleſs God 
Work a Miracle to prevent it, which 
there is no Ground to imagine he will, 
or Shadow of Reaſon why he ſhould. 
God hath pawn'd his Truth, and his (0 
Eternity, to execute this Sentence of his 
threatned Wrath. He is a God of To-" 
faite Mercy, tis true; but he hath told 


—_—— — 8 


£3 


(*) Dent, 32. c. 40, 41. 


us how far his Mercy thi extend.” " 
wilt not exetciſe ove n b to the Dif-- who 
honour and the Piſparagement of the fe 
reſt. That obſtinate and impenitent 
Sinners ſhall thus periſh, is not becauſt 
the Goodneſs and Mercy of God are not 
infinite, but becauſe bis other Perfections 
Py. are ſo; iz. His Holineſs, Juſtice, Truth, 
Sovereignty and Wiſdom: Was it Wi 
dom and Goodneſs to annex ſuch a pe- 
| nalty to the Violation of his Law? and 
| can it be inconſiſtent with them to inflia 


his threatned Wrath? 
© Shall we ſuppoſe God bo 5 phold bis 
Dominion an Cover ame 57 a Falſ- 4 
bood ? to keep the World in Awe by 
the Menaces of ſuch Puniſhment, as 
ſhall no where, never be executed? Is 
it unlikely, that God ſhould exerciſe ſo 
much Severity? And is it not as improba- 
ble, that his repeated Word and Oath 
fuld prove falſe? Is it not a righteous 
Tbing with God, as the Governour of 
the World, thus to puniſh the obſtinate It 
Deſpiſers of his Grace? who flighted, Intoll 
his "Authority, diſobeyed his Law, af- Mean 
fronted his Sovereignty, derided his In re. 
Power, denied his Truth, contradict- dor 
ed his Holineſs, and joy ned Iſſue | com 


I 1 all his Bands aſunder, and broke through - 


4 in their Courſe of Vanity and Folly, or 


bis Grace, and the Checks of his Provi- 
- dence, and of their .own Conſcience, . 
they will go on, they will die? 


the Foreſight and the Fear of ſich an 


0 Time and Frevnity. mos 

the Devil, to | 
who abuſed his Patience and Long-ſuf. 
fering; and ſcorned all his Threatnings; :- - 
who thruſt away their own Happineſs, - | 
and would not take Warning; who burſt 


all Obſtructions; and would not be ſtopd 


ſo much as confider the Danger; Who 
rejected his Calls to Repentance, and 
refuſed his Mercy, when it was offered; 
and preferred a Luſt before his Fayour, - 
and the Pleaſures and Profits of this 


World, before the Heavenly Glory; ; 


and notwithſtanding all the Methods of 


vereign Juſtice of God in all his Judg- 


ments; and tremble at the Threatnings | 10 
of that. Eternal Wrath, which fo few con- jy 


ſider or believe, *till 'tis' too late. Let 


intollerable, endleſs Puniſhment, be a 
Means to ſave me from it! Let me here- 
in read the Evil of Sin, and learn to ab- 
bor and avoid it. Let me pity, and 
warp, and counſel, and pray for _ 
"oe | ""—_ 


_ 


pull him from bis Throne: ⁵ 


of my Relations: oy n 


live. in Sin, and run the Hazard of this 
Eternal Ruin. Let me not envy the 
fooliſh Mirth, and Memegtany Proſpe- 


rity of the Wicked, whoſe preſeat Joy 


mult, ere long expire, and an Everlaſting 
Veſtruction ſucceed in its Room 10 
Hum ſhort is the Joy of the e, and 
the Triumph ef the "Wick ked: ig bi for a 
Momenz... Let me fear and dread every 
Thing that leads to this diſmal Iſſue, aud 
improve ET: Thing that may help me 
to eſeape it. And by, quence, let 
me leſs value all the Good- and Evil of 


this preſent Life; jodge of all Things by 


this Light ; be patient under Temporal 
Calamities, and thank God that it is 
not Hell; and thank him more, that pre- 
ſent Sofferings do belg Fo fave. me from 
Eternal Ones. 
Whatever I can flies. in hs World, 
bt my Condition be never ſo. dark, and 


ſd, and afflicted, it is not, it cannot be 


ſuch, but that every one of the Damned 
would think itgan infinite Happineſs to 
exchange with me, and be as l am. 


me wink of thoſe haquire: and; Eternal 
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farpeſt Tryals anc 
ſeffer. - 5 


Did 1 believingly conſider an Eber 
Hill & I ſhould not think much 
of any Thing that is required to prevent 


laſting 


it. The RE Exerciſes of Religion, 


= Ari erapce, the niceſt Cha- 
5 the Jorge Chari the greateſt 
50 Denzf, all the ſhips 'of Repen- 


1 and Contiguance 
therein to the Death, tho*for many Yeary 


be am like to live, would be rec- 


on dee as well as Hr, it ſet in the Hal- 


Ince "againſt the” Eceroal Miſchiefs of tl the 


Damned. 


What will not Men do and ſüffer, to 
heath? They will 
of Phyfick ; tear 


ndure a Painful Cour 
ut their very Bowels, by . Purges and 
omits; and are content to be cut and 
farrified, ind to ſuffer any Thing al- 
moſt to ſive their Lives: But how little 


0 come! One would —_— e 
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toll. 0 bleſs the Lord O my Soul! for a 
ade e Hope, through Grace, of 
tolerable and Endleſs Mi 
that is within me, bleſs his Ho 
temies, have deſerved the ſame endleſs. ade 
Irance,Wupportable Wrath, which Thouſagds 


ferenceſre- now under, and ſhall; be under to : 


ever Eternity; but he did not . 


fs anf fall into it. Fo be delivered 
Wa ole Torments after many Years 
n, and, would be thought an admirable, un- 


at willfdeakable Kinaneſs: And is it not a 
ace offrearer Fævour, never to be thrown into 


E which 1 have ſo often 1 


pid ia 
wy. 
er. Ii 


low. grateful, would a damned, 
to be freed from thoſe Flames, 4 


rfe, of cid in the ſame Condition I no- am | 


? What a Life of ſerious,” ſelf-deny- 
1g Obedience would he lead? And hach 
ot God done more for me? Am 1 
ot more indebted to his Goodneſs ? 2. He 
ach kept me out of Hell, and offers me 
he Heavenly Glory upon Reaſonable, 
onourable, and Eaſy Terms. Bleſſed: 
e God, I my yer eſcape the Wrath to 


> mack 
n Dan 
gation 
n 70 
Id, b 
il lok 
f God 
d mul 
not refſome. _ | 
; and Let me beartily compaſſionate the 
re diſÞcluſion of thoſe Multitudes of deceived, 
17 riſking Souls, whoſe Eyes are bliaded 
O ble 7 


eſca aping ing this #2 
iſer . Ad let 
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Deelieve it, ll they are convine'd- by thi 


* Reſt the fame Sword or Bullet that gave 


of this Article would rectify my Opiti: 
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= a... RefleiFrons | 
"+ by the God of this World; who will ba 


Light of th Fire, which ſhall never hy 
extinguiſn d. Tea, when 1 read, or heat 
of Ten or Twenty Thouſand Men ſlai 
ma War, (whether of /-fide!s or Chriſti 
am) let me _ — it, with other Ap 
prebenfions than formerly I was wol 
ro d Conſidering that many, it mi 
be the moſt of theſe, ſhall” never han 
any Comfort or Mercy more; fearin! 


them their Mortal Wound, bath fix' 
_ them under God's Everlaſtirg- Wrath] 
ind that by dying, they are undo 
„ 


In very many other Caſes, the Faid 


on, and direct my Actions, if ſeriouſly 
conſidered” and improved. This would 
make me think of Death under anotbei 
Notion than 'tis commonly conſidered 
For without the Conſideration of Hell an. 
nexed to it, it is not ſo very formidable 
but that Heatheus have been able to 
deſpiſe it. The moſt Contrary Sec 
among them on different Grounds have 
been able to do it; but conſider Dea 
as a Paſſage to Eternal Miſery, 1 the 
| | | | Me 
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ate of Hell, as the End of all Comfort 
S a Wicked Man, and the Beginning 1 
Eadleſs Calamity, and nothing can be 
Anagined more dreadful to a Guilty, 
"Did — Soul. Some of my Acquaintance, 
may be, who died this laſt Vear, are 
er Aphow amon thoſe Hopeleſs, Deſpairing 
wol Vretches, who expect the final Judgment 
it mi God, o conſummate” their inſuppor- 
r barbie Miſery., If they were © permitted 
come and tell us what they ſuffer, 
! of what they know; what a terrible 
Wonſurning. Fire God is; what Vanity, 
Tuſt — Folly brought them to this 
Face of Torment; what Diligence they _ 
- ould, adviſe us to, While in a State 
Exif Hope, to prevent the like; if we 
ini. ave any Love and Kindneſs for our 
elyes, any Bowels of Compaſſion to our 
Don Souls, what a Change do we think 
t would work upon us? But if we will 
ot hear Moſes and the Prophets, Chrift, 
uf his Apoſeles ; neither ſhould we bation 
one Ca me Ow the _ 
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Tue Eternal Blefſedneſs of BEA VEN Li 
conſidered as the the Perfection of Holineſi hon it 
Fo quicken o Deſires and Endeavor F 

After greater Meetneſs to poſſeſs it. 


Noth one Year after another haſte 
d me to the End of Time? And doth 
the Bleſſedneſs of Eternity depend ot 
the Communications I now receive from 

God? On | the Preparations I no 

make, and the Meetneſs I can now at 

tain for Eternal Felicity in the Preſence 
of my God and Saviour? O, with wha 
Intenfneſs of Mind ſhould 1 now pro 
ſecute that Glorious Object! with whae Fa 
unwearied Diligence ſhould I run the 
Race that is ſet before me, leſt I fall ſhoriſd ſ 
of the Incorruptible Crown of Life!Wory ; 
How fhould every Thing be undervalc 
ed and rejected, that would divert, re-W 1 
tard, or hinder me from purſuing this 
End! Lerd be not a Stranger to . 
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Or Time and Eternity, 118 
- ul, in this diſtant Wilderneſs State! 
Jet me ſee more of thy Light! be trans- 
—S$rm'd more into thine Image! expe- 
- Fence more of thy Love! feel more of 
I vital Preſence, and quickning Spi- 
; Let the Divine Life in my Soul be 
ore powerful, and the Characters of 
y Likeneſs be more legibly ſtamp'd 
jon it! by the daily Exerciſe of Faith, 
d Hope, and Holy Aﬀections, carry 
de through this World, till my Pilgrim 
te be over, and thou haſt brought me 
perfect Everlaſting Holineſs! And let 
e believing Fore- Thoughts of it, fill 
the Powers of my Soul with Joy, 
d Wonder, Deſire and Love! 
Give me; Lord! to think aright of 
e Heavenly Glory; as a Confirmed 
te of poſitive perfect Holineſs; of Hea- 


nly Light, Love, Liberty and Joy 

ich thet atisfying Viſion of God, in 
© Face of Chriſt and his impreſſed 
teneſs; dwelling for ever in the direcæx 
d ſteady View of his Transforming 
ory; with compleat Conformity of 
e Soul to Eternal Goodneſs, Truth 
Love, as its Perfection; eſteeming 
thing, deſir ing nothing but chat God. 
Chriſt may be glorified; with an en- 
4 | Rl fire 


| of Paſſions, the remaining Averſatiq 
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tire Sobjection to his Will, Adberence | 
him; Reft and Confidence in him Sw 
lowed up in the Loye, Admiratiq 
and Praiſe of God, and our Lord Jeſus 
living in joyful repeated Acts of Sul 
jection, Adoration, and Acknowledg 
Dependance; raviſh d to behold 
Glory of God in the Face of Chriſt, | 


ſee hi eſſed Ir fect in every on 
3 5 [mage "bot 7 


J fre: 
ction 
es, I. 
hank 
now ( 
ord ]. 
w. 
e can 
Julneſs 
thou! 
our! 
nd th 


ts; . When all the Pre 
ſent Blindnef? of our Minds, the Erro 
of our foray, the Perverſeneſ; 
our Will, the Diſorder. and Rebellion 


from God, > and Diſaffection to hin 
which in this World we complain 
ſhall, all be done away: The. Fleſh ſh 
no more luſt againſt the Spirit; or tl 
Law in our Members again the. Law 
on Minds; but; an Ererlaſin Tra 
quility and oly, Feace take Place; “““ 
Peace which 1 5 all: Underſtandin ne 
without; any gutward. e, Er 
inward Cauſe of Diſquiee. 
Our corrupted. Nature ſhall no mo 
caſt forth Mire and Dirt as now; | 
ſhall have no more vatn,. or wick! 
DEE; * more ſinful Fears or Foc 


Hopes; unb becoming Heats, voy 


apaciti. 
i it + 
Mme) 
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On Time and Eternity. it 
defires, Senſual Inclinations, Earthly At- 
ctions, Fesble, Slothful, Spiricleſs Du- 
es, Dead and Heartleſs Prayers, Cold 
hankſgiving, &, But as we ſhalltben 
now God without Errors, and ſee: our 
ord Jeſus Face to Face; ſo we ſhall love 


ehce g 
1 SWa 
ration 
| Jeſus 
df: Sul 
vledg! 


rig. Im without Reſerve, more than no , 
ery d. e can think; and ſerve him without 


ulneſs, and Diſtraction, and Praiſe him 
ithout Wear ineſs; the 1 Actings 
f our Souls ſhall have no Allay of Droſs. 


IE pg 
Erro; 


les Id thus fall we be with him, and ad- 


ire and enjoy him without End. 
Thus when Death is ſiwallowell up in 
ifory, and what was imperfect is done 
ay, and what was Corruptible and 
ortal, hath put on Immortality; God 
Cris ſhall: be All in All And when 
F is truly, and perfectly fo, Then it ig 
eren: The Bleſſedneſs whereof. is 
: conceivable, A Bl:fſed Perſon is not 
preſs'd ta the Singular Number by 
je Hebrews, 21 but in the A bſtract, and 
© :the Plural. Beatitudes, inſtead! of 
ſed, becauſe the Bleſſings. are as ma- 
and great, as they have Powers and 
Foal pacities to partake of Bleſſedneſs. $0 
unri in it be ia Heaven. A Word, tho! 
_ p&2mouly uſed, as little underſtood, 8 

75 Holi- 
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), hin 
lain t 
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Hilineſi; which is one of the great Chriſt 
Myſteries in the World; but will her hing fo 
after be fully and delightfully underhot al 
ſtood by the Bleſſed Saints; as the Md o 
lignity and Intrinſick Evil of Sin labor 7 
be by the damned Spirits de E. 
Oh, that I might now feel more Mallon 
this Heavenly Like, begun and carrie{Þratit 
on in my Soul, by a arther ParticinaÞ1d at 
tion of his Holy Image, and Conformit! G0! 
to his Will! by more Vital Effects Ir Delt 
his indwelling Spirit in my Soul, form The! 
ing it to be a Temple to himſelf, for h., t 
own Delightful Reſidence! chat forgeÞll Ha 
ting that which 1 have received, 1 ming a 
ſtil} be coveting, and defirous of more aſt, or 
forgetting what | have attain'd, i mitte Int 
preſs on with an Holy Eagerneſs au Heaven 
Fervency towards the Mark! o ſuck 
When 1 ſerioully examine my obe B 
Heart, had 1 nothing elſe to prove thiÞvely 
Weakneſs of my Grace, and the ſinfiCondit 
Remainders of Unbelief, but the low Dt 0ſo e 
fires, and few Comfortable Thought qually 
the ſeldom joyful Proſpect of this Bleſſ” anl. 
State; how ſad an Evidence were it nd v 
my low Actaioments, that I breath wit” Ev 
no more Impatience, after that Bleſe eſen d 
Holy Reſt, in the — of God 1 0 this 
Cyri | 


| Or Time and Lernt 117 
reste Chriſt; and labour no more in prepa- 
her. ing for it? When we profeſs to believe 
under hat all the Deſires of our Souls ſhall be 
je Mrd on Him, and filled with Hm, as 
n ſhalbour Inpnite and Sapream Good; and all 
0 he Expectations of Faith and Hope 
wallowed up in Endleſs Admiration, 
ratitude and Joy; being fully ſatisfied, 
nd at Reſt, in the Preſence and Viſion 
f God ; without the lealt Inclination, 
r Deſire of Change. And by Conſequence, 
There will be no Need of Novelty, as 

jow, to give a Reliſn to our Happineſs: 
All Happineſs in this World is by compa- 
ing a Man's preſent Condition with his 
aſt, or with that of ſome Iaferiours. But 
he Intrinſick Good, Felicity and Joy of 
eaven will need no ſuch Foil to ſet it off ; 
o ſuch Compariſon to make it prized. 
The Bleſſed Spirits will never loſe the 
ively Senſe of that low and miſerable 
ondition, from which they were raiſed 
o ſo great a Glory; and ſo will ever 
qually/rejoyce in the Happineſs of their 
[ranflition and Wonderful Change. 
ind what was at fir delightful, will 
ow Ever be ſo; and not diſdain'd, or 
eſſen d by a Continuance; as it happens 
0 this World, from the Emptineſs, Shal- 
"A lowneſs 
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11 4 8 3 Rein; 
lowneſs avg Vanity of che Creature, 
An Affectation of Variety, and Deſire of 
Change, procetding, always, from a Senſe 
of Want, But Holy Souls mall never he 
weary of Seeing, Loving, and Enjoying 
God; his Bleſſed Preſence will afford u 
Undecaying and Endleſs Satisfaction; 
Pleaſure never to be interrupted, or # 
bated, and never to ceaſe. The Bleſſed 
Object is abſolutely Infinite, and ſo wil 
be always new to a Finite Under ſtanding 
and Continual Freſh Communications 
from his Infiaite Fulaeſs, muſt need 
make our Subjective Happineſs to de al 
ways new and Etergally. doch 8 
Let me by ch eee quicken ang 
excite my Diligent *Endeavours ; after! 
greater Meetneſs to enjoy ſo great a Blils 
And to that End, Conſider whether an 
of thoſe Happy 'So»1s who have.finiſh 
their Courſe, and obtained the Prize, « 
now regret their utmoſt Diligence, Pa 
tience and Perſeverance, during thejl 
ſhort Abode here, to ſecure the Bleſſed 
neſs of av Endleſs Life: No, no, they al 
far from repeating the Time they ſpent 
the Trouble they were at, the Care the 
uſed, the Difficulties they met with, th 
Suffer ings they endured; to conflict 1 
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it! How taſtleſs and inſipid oftentimg 


Could I but retain the ſame awakened 


rit, as 1 have ſometimes had for a lictk 
while; in the ſerious Contemplation: o 
Divine Myſteries, in Fervent Prayers, anc 


God, and Holy Breathings after Him 
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to come, and ſo lay hold on Eternal Life admic! 


But Alas! Bow much have I negled inner 
the great Duty of Holy Meditation! Hoy hen! 
litrle Skill and Experience have 1 ifſof He: 
the de 
ed Sp 
Chriſt 
when. 
Tis ge 
Gate 0, 
lively Thoughts of Heaven and Eternal be 
Life, which ſomer/mes I have had; might l thou 
continually feel the ſweet and Sacred lu ſuch 1 
flaence, as for a little Seaſon I have fomeYdid n 
times felt it; how little; how very how { 
Nothing, would all this World be to meſanay ? 
How comparatively weak, its ſtrongeſſdown. 
and moſt alluring Snares to draw mgthe Bc 
off from God! with what an unſhakeq got m 
Mind could I refuſe and reliſt em Lwith mong 
what an ugconcerned Indifference, could! hill! ? 


ae my Thoughts of God? how confi 
ſed and unſteady ! how little Pleaſure o 
Advantage have I, by Contemplating his 
Higheſt Excellencies! Yet, methiaks 


Took upon all its moſt charming Glory Y Lord! 


by the 
Light 
and w 
who'g 
Fruits 
the C. 
tance, 
it; 2 


Could I maintain ſuch a Frame of Sp 


other Solemn Duties of Religion; whe! 
the Acts of Faith were ſtrong and lively 
my Heart ſet on Fire with Love t. 


admiria! 


* 


. Lifſpdmiring his matchleſs Grace to fallen 
glechelbinners, (and to my Soul in particular) 
Hon vhen he brought me to the very Suburbs 
> | infflof Heaven, (tho alas! how ſeldem !) by 
ntinehe delightful Thought of what the Bleſ- 
confyſed Spirits above enjoy, in being where | 
ſore offChriſt is, aad beholding his Glory z _ 
ng higſoben I was ready to ſay within my ſelf, 9 
hiaks Ti good fo be here; this is no other than the 
kened e of Heaven; Ob! when ſhall Morta- 
ter bay be ſwallowed up o Life! But when 
light l thought at any Time to fix and ſettle in 
ed lu ſuch ſweet Contemplations, how quickly 
ſome did my lazy, backward: Heart fly of! 


* 


very bow ſoon did the Hom Soy; and die 
o me away! how ſoon did 1 find my elf fallen 
ongeſf down to Earth again! ſunk down from 
ur mathe Boſom of my Lord; preſently for- 
akell got my ſelf and Heaven, to dwell a- 
L withhmong the Pots, and embrace a Dung- 
ould bill? Twas not on my own Wings, O 
lory Lord! that I ſoared fo, high; but 1 hope 
f Spi by the Breathiogs of that Holy Spirit of 
litt Light and Love, who bloweth when, 
on of and where, and how long he liſteth; 
8 and who gave me at any Time, any ſuch fir # 
when Fruits of the Spirit; who convinc'd me of 
ivelj the Cerraizty of the Heavenly ;Inheri- 
ve tdſjtance, by a lively believing Foreſight of 
Him it; who made me earneſtly deſire the 
airiag 15 F 4 Wings 
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Wings of a Dove to be gone, and appen 
before God in Sion; made me Pant and 
' Groan to be delivered, and to be with 
God and Chriſt with inexpreſſible Dell rimes 
fire- and Joy, unconceivably mix'd wid .-9 | 
Sighs and Groans, O my God! let not his G 
this -Expefience-be only ſuch a Taſ# of ti g1445 
Powers of the World to come, as is con If in 
ſiſtent with final Hpoſtacy ! only the ſemſ Grace 
ing Zeal of the ſtony Ground! the rap are c 
turors Joy of an Hypocrite! from the prepa 
Power of Imagination, and a heateſfwno 1, 
Fancy; from the Workings of meer Na. ahroac 
tural Self-love; upon miſtaken: Appte anne 
henſions of God, and a falſe O —_— bim 2 
Heaven; hut by the Holy E lee nis 
me be aſſured of the Cauſe and Principle im. 
that was of Gd. \npre 
Teach me from the Sweetnefs-'of d Is nov 
Spirieval Communion with God zom, i! Iroopi 
aby of his appointed Ordinances; to at, 1 fe. 
"gone to my ſelf what the moſt raviſhing de Ve 
Satisfaction will be, chat the Enjoyment mmi 
of God in Heaven will afford the Soul bm 
Our Holineſs is now. imperfect to what ., 
ic ſhall be; and therefore our Conſol Pod 21 
tion, Peace and Joy, is bat in part; andyneg 
incomparably leſs than we are aſſured Iten 5 
ns, when we ſhall be admitted tt ridegr 


nad the ny of the Lord. *Tis non e Lat 
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4 On Time and Eternity 123 
pen at moſt; but as the Break of Day to the 
t al Luſtre of the Meridian Sun. But if in 
wii this low imperfect State, we can ſome- 
Da times obtain ſo near a View of his Glory, 
with 5nd feel ſuch feet Communications of | 


t no his Grace; how much more of this Con- 
of the g51ation and Joy is reſerved in Heayen? 
con in this Pilgrim State the Gifts and 
ſcewFGraces,' and Comforts of the Holy Spirit 
e rapſf are ſo refreſhing; O! What hath God 
m tuch prepared beyond the Grave, for thoſe 
neat no love him? If now he ſometimes ſheds 
er Na abroad his Love infour Hearcs, after ſuch s 
\ppreBpſanner 3 How much better ſhalt 1 doe 
ion dio, 20d feel the'tnfluece ab Evidence. | 
S, leſſof his Love to me; when 1 ſhall be with * 
ciplhim, and Tee him Face to Face? If the 
„ Ppprehebfions of this Future Bliſſedneſs, - 
of ald now encourage; tafſe and anichate my 
om, icooping Soul; O! what ſhall 1 ko 
te ad fee? And how ſhall 1 tejoyce When 


+ 


* = 


* 


viſhingflhe Veil is removed? If a Sacramental 
Jy melomminnjon with God and Jeſus Chriſt, 
e SOUR: ſometimes ſo ſweet and io affecting; 
0 what will the Bleſſed Communion wirt“ 
onſolapod and. al his Saints above amouifit to 2. 
; andvnen 1 fait fit down with a the Chil- 
ured en of Goch, in che Preſence of ehe 
ted Andegroom, at the laſt Great Supper ac, 
is no e Lamb in Gry! If the Farne of 
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124 
dur Inheritance be ſo reviving, what wil 
be the full Poſſeſſion of it? If the Hope 
of that Glorious Day, by Holy Medita. 
tion be ſo tranſporting, what will be the 
End of our 3 and Hope? If a Grape 
or Two in the Wilderneſs be ſuch a Cor- 


j dial, what will be the whole Vintage in 


the Land of Promiſe?  _ 
Shall - I after all this, forget my own 
Experience, and run from God and Hes. 
ven, to embrace or ſeek a periſhing 
Toy ? Shall I hide my Face with Saul a- 
mong the Stuff and Lumber of this World; 
when God is calling me to a Gloriow 
Crown? Art thou O my Soul! a King's 
Son, an Heir of Heaven, an ExpeRant of 
ſuch great Felicity, and yet ſtoop ſolow? 
Hope for. Heaven, and yet graſp this 
Earth; and hug the vaia Appearances 0 
Earth Good? Hope to be lite to Goa, 
(and Oh how glorious an Hope is that 
to partake of his Image; and live Eter 
nally with bim; and yet be ſollicitous 
anxious, and diſquieted about Honour 
and Money, and a Temporal Intereſt 
And mightily concerned about the Mc 
mentany Gratifications of the Fleſh, an 
the Enjoyments of this World ? Art thou 
a Pilgrim and Stranger here, and tra 
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il and yet eager and paſſionate about Earthly 

Things? Should an Heart that is ſet 
vpon Heaven, (or may be ſo, and ought 
to be ſo) ſnhould it born with ſuch Xitch- 
en, ſuch Common Fire? And neglect the 
unconceivable Riches and Pleaſures, and 
Immortal Honours: of the other Life, 
and the Dawnings of that Glory upon 
my Soul, by the Foretaſts of it in this ? 
How great is the Diſproportion between 
the Heavens and the Earth? Ho vaſt 
the Circumference of the one, and how 
| mal} a Point the other? How many 
ou Thonſand Miles doth the Sun travel in 
the Heavens, while it paſſeth but one 
mch upon a Dial? Oh that my Affections 
N were carried to Heavenly Things, with a 
usSwiftneſs ſomewhat: anſwerabſe to the 
Glorious Object! And let their Motion 
to Earthiy Things, be rather ſlow and in- 
ſenſible, like that of the Sun on a Dial. 
Since I profeſs to believe, and wait 
for the Heavenly Glory; ſnould Enot live 
onour as ſeeking ſuch Things, as expecting ſuch 


tereſtiia Glory? Aud are careleſs and indiffes 
ie MogJrent Thoughts, fleepy, heartleſs Prayers, 
h, anQffaint and weak Endeavours, becoming 
rt thoogtn ſuch a Caſe ? Shall I: nor mend my. 
d traf face, and double my Diligence in my 
unte preparatory Work? When l can den 
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vingly foreſee the Bleſſed Recompence; | phan 
waiting for that everlaſting. Light of the © Affre 
Sun of, Righteouſneſs, which no Eclipſe Þ Fears 
| ſhall ever darken or obſcure; for that Hand 
Eternal Glorious Day, which ſhall ne. Y Light 
ver be cloſed with an Evening. When N and ſ 
I, ſhall: ſee the Face of God in Chriſt, hope, 
and be like him; participate more of his Nlariy 
Image, i reſt; in his Love, and dwell for lm 
ever in the Light of his Cquntenance, ac. darkly 
cording to the Prayer and Promiſe. of Nlawfu 
my Bleſſed Saviour. nos 
y:Amdovght net ſuch a. Proſpect to kuow. 
ten the Bitterneſs of all our inter- beard, 
mediate guflerings ? We are now often ft. cant 
times in Heavineſs and Sorrow; but Eter· - 
nity wil-be enough for an pniaterrupted} = 
Joy. When; we ſhall exchange all our! 
Troubles for Everlaſting Reſt, our Priſons g 
for perfect Liberty, our Poverty for the 
Riches of God; Darkneſs for Light; 
Diſcord for Love; Deformity for Beau - g pe 
ty; our Weakneſſes and preſent Lan.“ W). 
guiſhings, tor Strength and Vigor; Fol And 
for Wiſdom; Diſgrace for Glory; Sick- ! deſir 
neſs and Pain for Eternal Eaſe and Health; Of 


the Animal. for the Apgelical Life; Im- 
perfection and Pollution for Conſummate 
Holineſs; our Sighs and Tears, and 
Sorrows, and Complaints, for Trium: 


pan 


5 


phant Everlaſting Praiſe; our Loſſes, 
Affronts, Diſappointments, Perplexities, 
Fears, Groans and Death; for Crowns 
and Scepters, Hymns and Hallelujahs, 
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Light and Life, and Bliſs 9 4 1 


and ſuch great Things as are fit for us to 
hope, hut too great to be how particu - 
larly. underſtood, and talk'd of; while ne 
know but in part, and fee rhrough, a Glaſs 
darkly. Yea, it ſeems as if it were not 
lawful to utter ꝛem, 2 Cr. 12. 4. and 
now : they cannot be expreſs'd, or fully 
kaown 3. For: Eye hith not ſcen, nor Ear 

heard, or can it enter into the Heart of alan 
to conceive an «prod. . 1 


* 
9. 


* 
___ Fug 
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De vout Medication ande Plalm 73. 2 
Whom have I in Heaven but Thee? 
And there is none upon n f 
deſire beſides Thee. | da (AP 3 


HAT is "ghee eve or 


5 0 LAT , but thy Pre- 
| ' fence 
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ſence to be valued; loved, deſired, che: 
ſen, ſought, or delighted in? There | iz 
_ Nothing in either World defirable without 
Thee, nothing certainly above Thee; no- 
thing in Compariſon with thee, In Thee 
alone I truſt, on Thee l depend; in Fh 
I repoſe my Confidence and Hope; 
from Thee I expecł all my Felicity and 
Salvation. Whatever 1 can loſe, yet 
with the Continuance of thy Eaviy, 
which is my Life, I have till  Emongh 
With that k am Rich, without it I am 
Poor and Miſerable: * And if want the 
Love of God, all that Heaven and Earth 
can gives beſides, will not make me hap- 
py. In Thee therefore, I would termi- 
nate all my Affections, all my De voti - 
ons! There is nothing of Heaven to he 
had on Earth, but iu thy Favour, Image 
and Love; and the reviving Senſe ot it. 
And all the Heaven I expect hereafier, 
tis in the more full and immediate Com- 
munications of theſe, in thy bleſſed Pre- 
fence. I can deſire nothing upon Earth; 
I can enjoy nothing in Heaven but Th bee! 
both here and there thou art, and ſþal 
ever be my All-ſufficient, Satisfactor y Por- 
tion, my everlaſting All! None elſe can 


be the Portion of my Soul. Nothing elſe 
| cal 
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ſe can 
8 elſe 
call 


Jon in Compariſon with God? Thou art 


(who art Love it ſelf) deſerve my choi- 


⸗Jſet all the Powers of my Soul on Work! 


Iny Heart, and ſo animate and order all 


can fill up all its Wants, anſwer all its 
Cravings, be ſuited to all its Capacities, 
appeaſe and charm all its reſtleſs Moti- 
ons, and give Complacence to all its De- 
fires, and be the proper Object of all its 
efforts 1 Th *>. 83 #% 

What is there elſe canjuſtly chimmy 

Love, or pretend to my Supream Affecti- 


alone the 


en es of it. Thine 
Infinite an 


Incomparable Excellencies, 


ceſt Love; and thy numberleſs Mercies 
and Benefits challenge it as a juſt Debt; 
as a Piece of Homage due from all, and 
of ſpecial Gratitude alſo from me. Oh, 
that I could love Thee above all Things! 
who alone art worthy of gll my Love! 
O that Divine Love might be the ruling 
principle within me! to inſpire all my 
Thoughts, to regulate all my Deſires, to 


O that it might take the full Poſſeſſion of 


my Actions io pleaſe him, whom my 
Soul loveth! If as yet 1 cannot fay with 
thine Apoſtle; Lord! thou that knoweſt all 
Things thou knoweſt that I love thee: Yet 
b can ſay, Lord, thou knoweſt that I would 

| | fove 
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love had Thou haſt provided for on | State 
Happineſs, by that firſt and great Com and 
mand of loving thee with all our Hearts, fircs 
and Souls, and Strength. But alas! hon] God 
backward is my ſluggiſn, carnal Heart, mitic 
to this delightful Exerciſe ? Tho' I have and 
ſo oft been told, that Gi, Love, and At 
that He that dwelleth in Love, divelleth n ven, 
God, and God in him. O ſhed abroad ſides 
thy Love into my Soul! that I may feel I but. 
the Vital Power and lafluence of it, and And 
live continually in the Love of God, celler 
and that nothing may er be able to ſe thy J 
rate me from it. 
| - Whom have I in Senden or Earth | 16 havin 
| haps in, but Thee # E-expet* more from and g 
Creatures, than they can, or will per-. In 
form; but God can do for me more abun-· Iin Th 
dantiy than l can ask or think; exceed my | Tran! 
largeſt Thoughts, out · ſti ip my higheſt Finger 
Expectations. And no Man was ever Ilih C 
diſappointed, who made Thee his Hope! baſe tl 
When I meet with Croſſes and Wrong, Nejcyc. 
Usfaithfulneſs;- Contempt, Hatred and Pource 
Perſecution from Men, I need not wou- Ine the 
der; 1 was never told by God it would ag, 
be otherwiſe here. Did I: look for leſs God; 
from Creatures, aud expect more from ul Se 
ew Did I reckou — Wolld to bea Hen; 
State 
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State of Trial, and not a Place of Reſt 
and Satisfaction; my Faith and my De- 
fires would be ſtronger, with reſpect to 
God and Heaven; and Temporal Cala- 
mities and Diſa ppointments leſs Afflictive 
and Vexatious. 

And what is there; O Lora! in Hea- 
ven, or in Earth, my Soul can deſire be- 
ſides Thee? 15 there any Thing deſirable 
but as it is thine, of thee, and from thee? 
And bears ſoine Impteſſion of thine Ex- 
cellence, or brings ſore Intimation of 
thy Love? And what can I reaſonably 


deſire; what that is worth deſiring, or 
having, but chou art able to be, and de, 


and give? 

In whom, or what Wall! Weyer, but 
in Thee, O Lord! ſhall I ſolace my ſelf in 
Tranſitory Goods, that flip between my 
Fingers, and periſh in the Uling ? or re- 
liſh Carnal Joys, which pollute and de- 
baſe the Soul? When I may and dught to 
Rejoyce in Thee at all Times, as che only 
Source: of Perfect, Everlaſting Joy. Let 
me then ſtir up my Drooping, Deſpond-- 
ing, Unbelieving Heart to rejoyce in 
God; WO takes Pleaſure in the chear- 


Fal Serwiee and Obedience of his Chil- 


o be a Pfenz-who delighteth in thoſe who de- 


State 


light = 
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light | in him. Is not * Detighting in God 
a moſt Eſſential, Vital Part of Religion? Rig 
Should it not be my conſtant Frame? of 7 
Hath not God ſufficiently provided, that 
it may be ſo? Can | ſay and believe, that z for 
God is the Portion of my Soul; that Hand; 
is my God, and I hope to live with him ever. 
fer Ever, and not Rejoyce? Or can con- Read 
ſider the Grace of the New Covenant, E 
the matchleſs Love of Chriſt, and the Atall 
precious Promiſes of the Goſpel; and nat traſt 
fee Reaſon to Rejoyce? Yea, doth m m who | 
Soul love God, 3 endeavour to pleaſe] 27 
him; and is not che very Act and Exer. Seng 
ciſe of holy Love, mix'd with ae ply al 
ble Sweerneſs ? 7 
Whom is there in Heaven, or in Earth, him n. 
or Hell, that I ought to fear but Ther 
. Who haſta Negative Voice in all the De- 
ſigns of Men and Devils; an Hook it 
their Noſtrils, a Bridle in their Mouths 
to make them fulfil thy Pleaſure; and in 
every Thing LL wag thy Sovereig 
Decree. | 
Is there any other, in whom ['may-re 
poſe my Truſt, but in Thee,- O Lord! tit 
Rock of AS ? The Might of chy Power 
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the Unſearchableneſs ofthy Wiſdom, the 
Righteouſneſs of thy Nature, the Stability 
of thy Truth, the Riches of thy Grace, 
and the Immurability of thy Promiſes, are 
a ſure Foundation for my Soul to truſt to, 
and relie upon. Thy Word ſtands firm for 
ever, and the Truth of thine Ability, and 
Readineſs to help in every Time of Need, 
Endures the ſame throughout all Generations, 
Atall Fimes, and in all Places, my Soul may 
truſt in Thee, and find Relief. And they 
who know thy Name will do ſo; for in the 
Lord Jehovah is Everlaſting Kindneſs and 
Sirenzth; To anſwer all my Doubts, to ſup- 
ply all my Wants, and fulfil all my Deſires. 


— 


May not God take it unkindly, that I truſt 


Earth, 
Thee! 
ne De- 
ook it 
{ouths, 
and i 
rereigt 


him no more? And is it not a criminal Un- 
kindneſs, that I give him not the Glory of 
all theſe excellent Attributes, which are the 
grounds of Truſt; by a conſtant, ſteady, en- 
tire Dependance on him for all that I need? 
have none in Heaven but Thee, O Lord ! 
is the Object of my Invocation and Mor ſhip. 
et other 3 have Recourſe to Nem 
Mediators, and call upon other Gods; I 
Fl make mention of hy Name, and of thy 
Powepighteouſneſs only. And ask of Thee what- 
— Never I need, for the ſake of thy Chriſt my 
. $$ Adorable Mediator. Him thou heareſt 
_ Ulliiways, with him thou art always well plea- 


oe 


Day fe 
d! ch 
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ſed. -1 honour the Holy Angels as Glorious 
Attendants about thy Throne; and bleſ 
thee for them, as Miniſtring Spirits for 
the Good of thy Servants; but dare not 
ivoke or wotſhip 'em, becauſe they. are 
Fellow Servants, On the ſame Account, | 


honour the Memory of Departed Saints 


but neither iavoke them, or pay them Re: 
ligious Worſhip. ,” That Glory thou wil 
not give unto another. I have no Precept 
in Holy Scripture to direct, no Promi 
to encourage, no Example to authorize 


the luvocation of any other but Thee; 15 


hon: I believe and truſt, Rom. 10. 14. 
n "Having ſuch a God in Haven, what cad 


need ot Seth; ? His Eyes behold me, his 


| Wiog is over me, His Hand can ſu pply me, 


thin God; unleſs I ſhould need ſomt. 


wer which Grd, the infinitely Bleſſed and 
If tho 


Al:ſufficient Good. cannot beſtow: 
art the Portion of fy Soul, all my Enemie 
cannot make me miſerable; unleſs they cat 
void Heaven of the Preſence of God, hin- 
der bis Care, bind up his Hand, or obſtru 
bis Love. 


between God and my Soul. And conlider: 
ing the ultitude and Af gravations of them 
aid 


his Eg provide for me. I can want n- 
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On Time and Eternity. 135 
and thine unſpotted Holineſs and Jaſtics; 
I ſhonld have too much Reaſon to fear and 
tremble, yea, and utterly deſpair, F I had 
neue in Heaven bat thee. But thy Word aſſures 
me that 1 have a Mediator there; 4 faithful 
and a compaſſionate High-Prieſt, Pha Chriſt 
the Righteous; whom thou hai exalted to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance. and 
Remiſſion of Sins. Who liveth for ever in Hlea- 
ven, to make Interceſſion, "tili ye bath brought 
me there to beheld his Glory, and partake of. it. 

That Glory, O Lord! thou haſt reſerved 
for Beaver; in this World we only-deft 8 Veg 
believe, and hope to enjay it. 
have I in Heaven? That is the Place of Fai⸗- 
tion. What can I deſsr e upon Earth? This 
World is the Place of Deſires, as the other 
of full Erj-yment, Moſt of that which Men 
call Enjoyment ia this Life, conſiſts but in 
Deſire. Deſire or ſr. is all that js in the 
icked World, 1 Joh I. c. 13. The Riches 
ff a Covetous Worl ling makes him deſire. 
ore; and the Great Myſtery of. Iatem- 
perance, is to create and eacreaſe Deſires ; 
nd Deſires of another Kind, are the Por- 
lon of Good Men in this World. 

Oh! that I could breath after a State of 
der fect Fruition in Heaven, with more im- 
ortunate Delires ! Who will give nie to be in 
eaven with thee? On Earth Ide ſire nothing. 
80 
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So one Verſion. Let me, O ny Soul! think 

of Heaven, as ſuch a Place or State of Bleſ. 1 — 
fed Enjoyment ! (| peak of it, ſeek it, lone for 
it, prepare for it as ſach. And let 7% 
Chriſt, who is the Deſire of all Nation, The 
(through whom all Divine Communica. # m 


tions are made to fallen Sinners) be the 4. 
Great Object of my preſent Deſires and ſp 
Love! Let me deſire nothing but as , . 
Him, and for Him; that believing hi 

> 


Word, obeying his Law, adoring his 
Perſon, imitating his Example, truſting 
his Promiſe, conſtrained by his Love, 
partaking of his Image, filled with his 
Grace, and comforted hy his Spirit, 
my Meditations of him may be ſweeter, 
and my Love ſtronger, and I may hare 
nothing more left to deſire for my ſelf, but 
that God who hath raiſed and exalted 
him would keep: alive my Faith and 
Hope, and Holy Deſires, *till he hath made 
me ert to be with Him; and after ha- 
ving guided me by his Grace, and Spirit 
and Counſels, here on Earth, would rel; 
ceive me to his moſt Bleſſed and Glorious 
Preſeuce+in Heaven. Amen, Amen. 


— ——ů — — = | 

—_— r 8 > - 

DR . l : maſa, — acai i RR dds 1 . — - - 
- hy 7 8 — 2 <4 A - < E | — hy 2 P 22 
1 — _ 2 * PL _ 2 2 — b — 2 . 9 9 A ds 
*. pi Ta 2 * d = 27 — " ER --” Mk - Z l l 
þ * C a 2. * = \ 
A 3 8 8 mo] p 


Ling Co EC 
$7 — 5 * * _— 
© „ A Dorn 

: 


* e — 
r „ 
2 5 -— Yo. 2 5 —_ N ** Da 8 
C 2 3 A n 
n e 
E f 4 x - in 4 
. 1 Sens... a ae 


XXI. 


On Time and Eternity. 77 1 3 7. 


— 


Bleſ- 3 Wee 0 D ap > IO b 
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_ 7h Gleriew Ap pearance of Chriſt ro 1 odg - 


2 Aſtoniſhment, Confuſion and De- 


| dale their Judge, and hear hit Condemn+ 


ing Sentence to EVERLA r 
Deſtruction. 


W Hen our Bleſſed Savicits ſhall wy 


. pear to judge the World, I read 
that ĩt ſhall be, In his own Glory, the Glory 


of his Father, and of the Holy Angels. If 
by the Glory of the Father be meant that 


of all Things in Nature; as the Almighty 
Creator of the World ; and by the Glory 
of bis Holy Angels, be underſtood that of 
the Legal Adminiſtration, the Lam being 
ba given by the Diſpoſition of Angels; and 
pirth * bis own Glory, that of the Goſpel, as he 
reis the Aeſſiah; that in the Glory of all 
ou theſe he ſhall come to judgment: We 
have a Summary Account of the three diffe- 
rene Revelations which God hath made of 
Ihimſelf to Mankind; by the Light of Na- 
ue, that of the Bor; and the more mani- 
(cl one of the Goſpel. According to which 
every 


ment conſidered as Certain: The Terror 
pair of Wicked Jews and Chriſtians, | | 


PoftheDivinity,as the Original and Author 


133 A Reede, ion 
every Man is to be judged at the laſt Day. 
Tho' we cannot diſtinctly tell what, or 
how great our Lord's Glory will then * R 
we may be certain, it will be ſuitable 0 15 
the Dignity of kis Royal Per ſon, ſuitable 
to the Grandeur of his Father's Majeſty; 
wich the Splendor of a Triumphan Prince, 
who is Heir of al "Things; and hath al 
Power in Heaven and in Earth: committed 
to him; the Great Lord of both Worlds, 
Head of Angels and Men; and ſuitable M 
bis Glorious Office, as Mediator, and the 
appointed Judge of Quick and Dead. 

If at his Tr ansfiguration bis Face ſhone, 
and his Raimeat was white and glittering; 
How much more ſplendid will his laſt Ap- 
pearance be? When the Bodies of his * 
ſhall be ſeven times brighter than the Luſtte 
of the Sun? And if his Members ſhall then 
be ſo glorious, how. traaſcendently more 
ſe will their Head, their Lord appear? 
the Delivery and Promulgation of the Lan 
on Mount Sinai, was. accompanied with 
ſuch Circumſtances of Terrible Majeſtj, 
how much more may we ſuppoſe the Great 
Aſice will be attended with z- when he 
comes to judge for the Violation. of the 
Lam, and the Contempt ofthe Goſpelf And 

if even Moſes did then.exceedingly quake 


aud fear, what will be. the Coulternation 
an 


featneſ 
eath 


=_ o 8 
* » .% . - ee 2 


ind trembling of the wicked World at the 


4). Coming of Chriſt ? When he ſhall be revealed 

3 or rom Heaven in flaming Fire, with a lori- 
be; pus Retinue of his mighty Angeln as ſo ma- 
le to Ny bright Stars, about the more glorious 
table Fun of Righteouſneſs, The Lights of He- 
ly; Then fhall be eclips'd.; the viſible Sun nal! 
+ % i) its bluſhing Head, as infinitely out-. 


hone; the preſent Glory of the Creation 
e all benighted, by Reaſon of his tran- 
endent Brightneſs. Vea, the Heavens 
hall be wrap'd up as à Scroll; the Ele- 
nents melt away with a mighty Noiſe; 
he Earth and all its Works be burn'd up; 
ad the whole Univerſe as one great Bon- 
re, to adorn the Triumph of our Lord's 
\ppearance. And this vſher'd in by the 

oice of an Archangel, proclaiming his Ap- - 
roach 3 and the Voice of God, ſupplying 

tnen pe Uſe of a Trumpet, to raiſe the Dead, 

noe d poſſeſs Mankind with an awful Reve- 


itted 
r1ds, 
le to 
d the 


hone, 
ring; 


nce of their Judge. Bb, 
Thus in Triumph, as a Conquerour, and 
Judge, ſhall he come again, who once 
pear'd in the Form of a Servant, to be 
deed and Condemu'd by Man. Then he 
as called King in Scorn: Nom he will ap- 
ar as much above all Earthly and Human 
teatneſs, as once he ſtoop'd for our Sakes, 
Meath it. Then the Contempt of Na- 
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tions, and no Way eſteem*dDeſirable when 
he came from the Womb of his Virgin. one 
Mother: Now the Terror of the Wor, pied 
when he comes again from theRight-Hant 
of his Father. No more to be ſubje to: 
State of Meanneſs, but to render YVengeang 
to all who know not God, and obey not the C0 
pel : and to be 6 ied in bis Saints, and aq 
mired in, and by all them that. believe, * 

He was put ts Shame in the Days of hi 
| Fleſh, made himfelf of no Reputation, 
and accounted unworthy to live: By 
when he comes again, he will put on 1 
Garment of Vengeance, to repay Fury tt 
the Enemies of bis Croſs, and make hi 
wicked Deſpiſers riſe again to Shame an 
Everlaſting Contempt. They that ond 
bowed the Knee to him in Mockery, an 
ſhaked their Heads at him in Deriſion, ſhi 
then fre every Knee bow before him, 
things in Heaven, things in Earth, and undi 
the} Earth: Ang, gels, Men and Devils, i 
Suhjectiog to 55 25 Lord and King. 1 If 
late who cogdema'd him as his Priſoner 
ſhall appear before him as his right 
Judge; and know that he was anothe 
guels King and Monarch, than the Rom y 

Em EMperour. The falſe Witneſſes who accu Tree, 
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him of Blaſphemy, ſhall be impeach%d*by 
one another, and their own guilty Con- 
ſciences; before his Bar; with che other 
Jews, who once drag d him before their 
Tribunal; and be confounded; to ſtand 
before his judgment. Seat. His Crucifiers - 
mall behold him on a Throne of Glory, 
vhom they Nailed to an infamous Cy. 


They ſhall be aſtonim'd to beboid him 


ſitting at the Right-hand of God, whoſe 

Hands they bound, © whoſe Body they 

ſcourg d, whoſe Side they pierc d. They 
who Crown'd bim with Thorris ſhall 
(with all the World) behold him & ith'a 
Crown of Glory. They that ſpit on him; 
and ſmote him on the Face with the Fiſt of 
Wickedneſs, ſhall have their on Faces 
covered with Confuſion. They that ap- 
proved his Condemnation to Death, as a. 
Criminal, ſhall be ſentenced from his 
Month, as their judge, to Everlaſting De- 
ſru&ion., They that ſcoutrged him as a 
Malefactor, hat be beaten with man 
Stripes. They that made him ſtagger un- 


the Gullt and Pupiſtmicht of deſpiſing it. 
They that Nailed bim to the accurſed? 

be ſentenced co 
nuch worſe C 


Eidleſs Puniſhment, in . 
any. They "who gave ; 
Gt 2 — = 


A 


J 


ger the Weight of his Croſs, ſhall ſinł vader 


Tree, between Thieves aud Robbers; ſhall _ 


. 22 N 
him Gal and Vinegar to drink, fhallo not 
de able to get a Drop, of W ae 
a Wiebe ad Ungodly of the 8. 

IC nugodiꝝy ot t 1 
World appear? who. C Crucify is hr 17 
God afrett, 4 ſince. he hath. Fn . hicmfelf 
to be /o, by his Reſurrection, and the Miſ- 
ſion of the "Holy Ghoſt, and fulfilling his 
the Jews, ec Vengeance on the Nation of 

ews, Fo | 

If che Jews ſhall he a 15 Condem- 
nation than ignorant Henthens, who never 
heard of Chriſt, never ſaw.-his 1 8 
or were inform'd of bis. Meese 
hall ne; for he will come again ag 
* and Judge, and not as à Suf- 
ferer and a Surety, 28 he came at firſt; 
and tho? he was numbred- with Tranſ; 670 
fors, and made his G ay with, the W 2b 
at his firſt Appearance, he ſhall hereafter 
be attended wich the uts of Angels, wha 
excell in Strength, and che joyful / Acclams 
as his Saints, glittering, as the Light, 
| and paying Homage to him ag the Judge 
of Quick and Dead. He, whom we have 
deſpiſed, ſhall then be Ecncompaſy'd witha 
. 9 Glory, that will confound vs. Hi, 
whom we have affronted, an og 
with a Majeſty that ſhall. Hh 
whom we have ofcaded, de ſhal. 155 Tan 
wit 


& Gm . RY J 
with Power and with Wrath to p puniſn us: 
and all chat conrinue to lift u Feds Heel 
agent hind; hell chen be made his Foot- 
Roof; all bat refuſe to Kiſs! theSteptre 

of his Grace, mall be broken iu Pieves by ; 
m_ Iron Rod. . 1279 een: 
TR Scripture doth Frequentiyand 
expreſly re us, that he will ths come 
again, 250 for theſe 1 — He'is exalted, 
zu gone to Heaven, 45 dhe Head of bis 
church, and the King 10 ory; and when 
'he forerold his Alen, be gave a Pro- 
mie of his Return. The Heavens are to 
contain him, till rhe Reſfitution of all thing. 
By his Providence, and by his holy Spirit, 
"kenow' carries on the Deſigns of his Death: 
and when theſe arEaccompliſhed, he will 
| r to the Joy of Believers, and the 
Coffaſion of the Wicked. © He is entred a? 
our * Forerunner, within the Veil to prepare 
Manſions, and to take Poſſeſſion for us, and 
will not always leave ys in this dark and 
defining World. He knoweth'our Sorrows, | 
and heareth our Prayers, and bottles our 
Tears, taxes Notice of our Groans, and in 
| all dur Afflictions bei 18 affficted. Being 4 
cont iled by his Death, xt his firſt coming, w 
fir r faden —5 Life, ſince he lives to 
800 nis rd of & coming again. 5 


-* Heb; c. 6. 19, 20. * 25 10. 20, 


83 How 


Wy „ Derent RefleSions" 
„How eee Nems of it 


expect and prepare to ſee him? when 
Sea and the Grayes Hall yield up [their 


Desde and all che. Friſtner ef. Hepe ruten 
their Heads, ariſe, go up, and meet the Lord 


in the Air, and aſcend with him to the 
ts pies rand can abies way hoy 


mY 
38 


—— 100 his Charges and 
to. eſcape his condemning Sen- 
0 They, ee bim as a Lambs of. 
| ifice totake away the Sins of 
* he Wo 901 {;; but ſhall no longer do ſo, 
when he comes as the Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah, to 8 and deft roy. the Enemies 
' "of his. Cro RY 4 oy not own bi 
* e x alto nd; ;he is:ſ0, by. the 
Vengeance he will nee 4 8. 
43a Jeſus ,38-2 Savzour they rooted him, 
_makiag light:ofhis Salvation, deſpiſing his 


| ng, 15 an 
n W. 


ling Letter: than 
baſladors.dorh 


will 
ey 1 


hen 


th en be 55575 ore 


Na Wk tba his Grace. Keg the neglected 


#-& 4 oy Why 
#24 5 1 4 1 
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| ar Sar eo tern recon 


bow joyful, will be the meeting- dale bY 


On Time and Eternity. 149 | 
then be as deaf to their Entreaties, as they 
have been to His. Becauſe they would not 
turn at his Reproof, hear ken to the Call of 
his Word, and obey. its Vaice, they mult 
hear, the Sentence of Condemnation, and 
fcel the Execution of it, whether they will 
or no; yea, the Blood of his Croſs will up- 
braid, accuſe,and plead againſt them. And 
whatſoever fooliſhEvaſions.they now make - 
to continue in; ſecurity, they ſhall then be 
Speechleſs and Self condemned. Nothing will 
pe able to hide them from the amazingpre- 
ence of their Judge, or from the Wrath o 
the Lamb. He then will inflict an intolera- 
ble and richteous Vengeance, an Everlaſting | 
Deſtruction upon all the ignorant and-un- 
fodly World: The Greateſt, the Stouteſt, 
the Boldeſt of them ſhall then be humbled, 
and ſtand before Chriſt's Tribunal. upon an 
equal Level with the meaneſt; ſeized witg 
Horror, filled with Guilt, Anguiſh and De- 
ſpair ; and find to their eternal Confuſion, 
that the Judge is no Reſpecter of Perſons, hut 
every Man ſhall receive acror ding to his Works; _ 
The Mighty ſhall not be ſpared. for his 
Cres Fob the meanMan for hisPoverty. 

O Fool! O Wrerch that I am! ſhall many | 
then ſay, Who now brave it out in Pride 
and Vanity, nnconcern'd about a Future 
jndgment! not to be perſwaded by the 

„ % 


1 of the 10rd, w 0 1 was ſo of: 
7 8 dand forerold of ! What Refuge. 
2 can 1 now fee to? What can! 
fay 7X2 my felf? What can 1 do to eſcape, 
to die, to exiſt no Jonger? 1 would have 
no CE mpaſſ on on my own Soul ; I would not 
ſo much as con ſider its Danger! 11 ſhall now 
fed none from Chriſt, Tl expect none: 
His Mercy is gone, and gone for ever! ] 
am loft, undone, tormented, and muſt E. 
rernally be ſo. 8 the Anazimont, Horror, 
and. Deſpair of ſelf-condemned Sinners in 
has, Day- Vol Ve r 
0 Saul! What is there of greater 
Conſequence, Sed nr Coane from- 
the Word of God, than that 7 maſt appear 
ro Judgment when Chriſt ſhall come a. 
gain? Lerd, teach me to believe it firmly, 
to conſider it often, to lay it ſeriouſly to 
Heart, to act under the Influence and Power 
fit, as long as 1 live; chat ar the Great 
Peſurrefting from the Bead, may life up, 
my Head with a' joyful Hope, and find 
the Judge to be my Friend, my Advocate, 
my ſes, and not (uy 57 and * 
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edit th Bag + the Glory, ther in 1. 85 


Fur Terror 


bim to Heaven, and be welcom'd, accor- 


Mey "iberit the Hg, qv prepared for jou, 


e 


« fince in Heaven: 1 was heard in that Pr. 
Ger, accepted in thoſe Sz 


2 Fa —_— I 
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XXI zn Joche Laden Fe 


. Glorified Saipts, «nd ofthe thankfiil Ad- 
. Hen 7 TO. when He Home 
gain from 4 Heaven, which Mall Cor inn * 1 


„ 47S) 
4 fo, ha le 2 45 1125 


: 2 Nee. Toh 

of our Lord's Appears ne 
1 to Judgmegt, cannot be greater to 
the x ⸗ ched, th ache Comfort | and Jay of it 
will be. to the 6 When they ſhall fe '- a 1 


tim whom their Souls love, aſcend with 


diag to his Promiſe, with thoſe endearitfy © 
Wards, * Come) ye. Bleſſed Children of my Fa- 


fom. before the Foundation "of the World. : 
for your Sakes Laſfimed Fleſh; xe“ 
on arth, and died on the Croſs to pur- 55 

© hal this Glorious Rirgdom for you, 
Which I now come to give you the Poſſeſ- 
way for this T prayed and ſuf- 


Earth, for this I iuterceded ever 


Wings, aid my 1 A. 
\ terceſſias 9 granted, that where I am you ä 


Mat. 270 35 - 
G5 © 


Os 


E x i . 
my Glorys C Tl 


Fbbalſe, th bebold 
| © 2004 and faithful Servants, enter into your 
ord's Joy. O what raviſhing Words will 1 2 
theſe bel what an Extaſy of Love and Kind- xn 
ez implies ig che 2. what Maree of if It 
rejoycing. may it no b < 
this Hope that my bleſſed, Saviour will ſay 
ſuct Words as tbeſt to me and bid me ftand 
on his Right-Hand, among His Sheep. O 
what an exulting Frame of Soul will fuch 
Expreſſions raiſe! How {hall all my Doubts 
and Fears, and Sorrows be ſcattered in a 
Moment, and ceaſe for ever! O Glorious ter 
Day! when my Bleſſed Lord ſhall thus g 
0 er ee ge me far his own, and der 
*plead my Cauſe from all the Accuſatiom I , 
of Satan, aud the malicious Calumnies of I Ais 
all his laſtruments 7 when I ſhall. be able to ed, 
fay of all my Sins and. Sufferings, as ny | for 
| 'Lord upon the Or oſS, I. 15 finiſhed, it 15 finiſh- not 
ed My Warfare being accompliſh'd, being and 
more than Conquerour over all thro' him I non 
cho loved me, and died for me, and noy 
is come to wipe away all Tears from mitt 
Eyes, as it were with the Narhn That was 
bound about his Head when. laid in the 
Grave; all being the Fruit of his Metito- 
ious Death. Then ſhall ! have ls 
more to fear, or wiſh'or beg. Iſha lLoffend, 
- provoke aud diſhonour him ne mere; 90 
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now they ſhall receive the End of ther 
faith and Hope, infinitely. beyond whas 1 
they ever expected or believed. 


* "Ox" b Te 1 14 — 
; my Folly and Scandal, "difr redix bis A 


ly Name and” Goſpel; But by. cenſummate 


Halineſs be fitted to rejoyce in his Preſence = 


and Love, and celebrate his Praiſe for ever. 


1 ſhall never more lament his Abſence, or 
complain of his Anger; never ſee a,Cloud _ 
on bis Face, or a Frown in bis Lock any 


more. Now I muſt walt and pray Revele 


and Rrive; la our and.ſyffer; deſite and 

ec, believe and hope, Cc. but then per- 
1 c Reſt and Holiaeſs, 1.979 and Joy, Vi- 
Glory unut- 


ſion and Fruition, Bliſs and 


terabls an Ever laſt ut ſhall take Place, 


All the Attribute, of God, all the pork ; 

derful P&-felfions of Chrilt will then be gle- 
rified in lievers, and, admired by. them. 
His invariable Truth will then be honour- 


ed, which they truſted. to, and waited 1 10 1 
for now they ſhall know, and find they N 


not waitin vain : They hop dinbis Wo rd,. 
and ventur'd their Salvation upon it; 04 


The Slory of Divine Wiſdom will & 


appear, when the Conſtication, Admig 
ſtration and Deſign. of the Necla 
Kingdom ſhall be fully known in the ad- | 
mirable Order and Beauty of every Pars 
of. wha with the exatt Tendency of all the 


Par- 
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os Rog " | 
Whole ta ing crown with ſo blel- 
fed an Iſle. What is nom a Myſtery. even 
to Believers. theniſelves, and hath a Veit: 
upon it, ſhall then no Jonger be ſo; all the 
Riddles of God's Grac > and. Providence: 
; mall b plainly under ſtadd. O how tranſ- 
rtinz a View. muſt it needs be, When 
the 884 195 of all the Diving Attributes which 

tended to accompliſh in and by 
Set, ſhall be manifeſt to his Redeemed 
Saints! The whole Method of our Salva - 
tion will, then appear to be the Fruit of 
Altar chahle Wiſdom, when we ſhall all ſee 
"the; Bair: and Subſtance, - and entire 


fe oo f b al appear to be the 
men old 27 dom e God? 4 Edhef. 10. 
i" As in vniting- Heaven and Earth toge- 
er in the Per gos our Moderator, tul- 
"Ming ehe Truth of a terrible Threatniog 
a his Death, and by the ſame Way accom: 
'pliſhing *many Gracious Promiſes; ſatis 
ing Juſtice, and at the ſame Time ſbew. In 
f 15 p Mercy; 5 manifeſting infinite Grace aud the 


1 Mr, Charwock of rhe Divine Anribue wit 
lon; 
Kind: 


25 Time and Etermitg;”.. — 153. 


AE "Kind by Rob of Bloodzconquering 

ble ying and di eng he Lam bp "| | 
even 2 5 of it, &c. afterwards ſubdui 
Veit. the World to the Faith of the Goſpel, h) 

the tte Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, making Men 
ence ſl wiſe to Salvation, by the Knowledgeof the . 
ranſ. Cross; N cn Faith the more, 
when by all the.O ppoſition· made againſt it, Se. — 4 


How N a . Clear jelly wy 4 | 
and glorify 22 


8 the KW theſe Thin 

| Wiſdom of God! 
n But the Love and Grace of chrinʒ the - 
uit of infinite Goodneſs and Compaſfion of God > * 
ll fee will then be magaified in an eſpecial Man- 
entire ner. What but Sovereign Lovein the whole 


nd by Contrivance and Council of God about 
2, and ovr Redemption! What rsd Love 
Teſta- ¶ and Grace in the whole Management of 
be the that Deſign! What unparallel d Kindneſss 
10. ia che Accompliſhment of it, by the Sacrifice 
toge- of the Son of God! And how Glorious 
r, tul- wHl this Love appear, when he ſhall come 
atning again to give us the full Harveſt of all his 
accom | Purchaſe! With what admiring Thaakful- 
ſatis· neſs ſhall Believers then oontemplate the 
; ſhew- If unſearchable Riches of his Grace! in all 
ce aud If the Parts and . his Humiliation, 
—— | from his Conception to his Crucifixion 
wie wil, and Burial 3. in all the Evidences and Diſ⸗- 


„ overies made of i it, from the firſt Promiſe | 
Kind- e o 
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= to eg ea. pa 4 Weder : 
= Foundation of the World; io the Covenare 
e Peace between the Father and the Son, 
unti! bis Second Coming to Judge the 


| Powerful Grate which ſnatch'd us 45 Fire- 
* | effeQuaſly ſhin'd into our Minds | y Hes. 


5 Hearts, reſcued us from the Tyranny of 
of Grace, aud making it ſpring up to Eter- 


tle Endeavours of the Devil to deſtroy it; 
enabling us to endure Tribulation, and 
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over Death; conducting us throngh the 
dark Valley; raiſing our Bodies, reviving 
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and at Length rewarding our imperfect 
beſt Services were mix*d with Sin, our ho- 


Buſſerings mix d with Unbelief, yer reward- 
ed with a. Bleſſedneſs chat hath no Allay 


World, and deliver up the Kingdom to 
his Father. 8 
How fall Leiben admire and adore Hl 


brands out of everlaſting Burnings; that 


'venly/Light; conquer d che Oppoſition of 
our — Wills, SanCtified our Carnal 


Satan, and the Dominion of Luſt; giving, Dar 
cheriſhing and preſerving! the Holy Seed 


nal Life; defeating: the malicious and ſub- 
perſevere to the End; giving us Victor) I - 


and re- uniting them to our Souls, and ren- 
dring them glorious Hke His own Body; 


Service with Eternal Eife ! Vea, tho' our 


Heſt Duties ſpotred, our moſt couragious 


bl 


CW 


ef Evil, dür all the Ingredients of a PH 


Fdiciey, and-nothing do leſſen. and inter- 
tupt ic. How: ſhall we then admire" be 
| fende of our gracious Lord, the Freeneſs, 
Fenderneſs, Riches, and the- exceeding 
Greatneſs and Glo rp of his Infinite Goode 


Ad. 
A . 
= 1 


neſs - and 'Grace to poor Belieyers 1 BER. 


titude may we imagine that our Lord 


will be then admired by all his redeemed 
ent % e 1 HT 2 7 
-- Saying, This is He who made our Peace 


with God, and reverſt the Sentence of 
Damnation, which we were under; who 
bought us with the Price of his moſt preci- 


that we might partake of his; became the 


Son of Man, that we might be made the 


Children of God: For our ſakes he became poor, 


that we thro? his Poverty might become rich: 
He ftoop'd:to bear the greateſt Ignominy 


and Reproach, to confer Honour on us-: 


He was for 4 time forſaken of his Father, 


* 
«FX 
2 
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A 


ous Blood, bore the Wrath of his Father, 
and ſubmitted to an infamous and curſed 
Death for us. He aſſumed our Nature, 
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that we might; not be ſo Etennaiy : He felt 
the Stroke of his Anger againſt Sin, that 
we might not periſn under t! He was a 
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
Griefs, that we might rejoyce: His Ago- 


* 


* 


wy c i, Denon: Reflelfionn © T7 
0 riſes and bloody Sweat were for our Re- 
Feſhment; and by his Stripes we are heal. 
3 ed: He bowed: bis Head on the Croſt, 
wet we might lift up ours in Triumph; 
5 and hecauſe we had eaten of the forbidden 
Fruit, he bung on the Accuſed Tres. 
e for us that he ſuſſered the Frownz 
of Heaven, the Enmity of Hell, the Rage 
Devils, the Hatred and Perſecution of 
the World : Ne was judged that we might: 
not come into Condemnation: He way 
Cruciſied, that we might be Glorified; 
and he is now Chimie 2. ere and 25 
to effect ir. tt 
O the Height ahi: 'Depeh; ab Lin 
and Breadeh of the Love of Gif hi ich 
puſſeth Knowledge, but calls for Admi- 
'ration, and. ererlalting Gratitude ! This 
is the Bl-fſed Day we long'd and waited, 
and prayed for! This is our Gracious, or 
Glorious Lord, whoſe Love melted our 
Heart, whoſe Promiſe as our Support, %, 
whöſe Word: was our Rule, whoſe. Spirit gr 
was our Comforter, whoſe Croſs was our . 
Crown, andthe Hope of his Appearance 
our chief Conſolation! 
Lord]! What am Banter that the 
ever Bleſſed Son of God ſhould: do and 
ſoffer and purchaſe all this for me! | can 
remember when I was ignorant of God, ally 
| Stranger 


03 7 Tim 25 I Ea ty. F 25 
granger to bim, at Enmity with him 
under che power of Darkneſs, and the 
Devil, ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, 
-hafſtenitig to Hel; and liable to his Wrath. 
But he choſe me gut of the World; hang. 
his Image upon me, pardoned: my Sins, and 
embrac'd me in the Arms of his unchange- 
able Love. 0 happy Change: and yer har 
little did 1 prize his Grace, 'adinire his 
Love, and expreſs my own, or promote 
his Glory, and honour. him in the Eyes of 
others ? How did I'diſhonour my Profeſ- 
fon and Holy , as his Diſciple, by 
z2eravated' Apoſtacy ? But he recovered. 
me by Repenrance, ad healed my Backfli 
dings, and received me graciouſly, beranſe-- 
he loved me freely... O admirable Grace! 
to pardon and ſave, and bring to Glory 

ſuch an'unthankful Vrerch, as! 3 1 "4 
to make ſuch a Digerence. between e and 
Orbers, whom” Fknew on Earch ! Thattbe-⸗ 
me Power which makes them miſerable, 
aur ow makes me bleſſed! That. when they | 
Wire baniſt'd from his Preſence into Ever- 
laſting DeſtruRion, I am admitted to be- 

bold his Glory, and thall dwell with him 

for ever! 

WE O, how much more do 1 now ſee and? 
ad, than ever believed; of the Love of 
ranger cif and his * Salvation? TR” 
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much more glorious i is the Perſon. of n 
Redeemer ! How much more. Adieu Is 


or üer pected i I could not have imagined 


Which I now ſee and feel. I cannot but 
aàdmirxe, and fpend an Eternity in admiring 
aud praiſing the incomparable Grace and 
Flory of my bleſſed Redeemer. 


dur Lord Jeſus. Saying, one to another, 
O bleſs the Lord of Love and Glory! Who 
and hath exalted us ſo high, as the bleſfed BY: 


and hath done and ſuſter d ſo much for 


King of Glory! And have not every one 
of us more Reaſon to do ſa? O let all the 


magnified ; who hath loved us, and waſhed ui 
| Form our Sins in his own Flood, and made 1 
Kings and Prieſts anto God 2 Ferber, ani 
#hroiigh- him ours. 


0 D boppy Sexiety / With Mien. we ſhall Eter. 


: : 2222 a 


"Tow Rafe is font - 


the Heayenly, State than ever I thought 
the L ar thouſandth Part of that 


„ Such Holy Admiration will certainly 
produce. the moſt” thankful Adoration of 
humbled himſelt ſo low as our Mediator, 


Fruit of it! How can we ever enough adore 
and praiſe him, who condeſcended ſb far, 


us? See how the Holy Angels worſhip this 
Choir ot Heaven celebrate bis glorious 


Love! And let us his Redeemed, his Glo- 
Tified ones ſay continually, Lee the: Lord be 


O merciful Saviour O glorious Chang 


| Ball 
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1s Glo- 
Lor 4 be 
aſhed Wi 
made 1. 
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"* Dat did Brernity. 161 
ks adore our Common Lord; We can 
ſome of vs remember, when we lived toga-— 
ther on Earth, how we. wept and prayed, 
and faſted and mourned- together, bo 
we ſuffered and complain d, and ſinnd 
together. O the marvellous Change our 
Redeemer hath, now wronght for us, 8 
in os! Theſe Bodies, theſe Souls 
| Life, bis Place, this Company, any 1 ag 
joyments are not like thoſe" in Yonder 
World. But alas, Who can deſeribę what 
'Believers ſhall then think, and ſay to extol 
their Saviour: ! Hoy ſmalla Portion is .it 
we under ſtand of that World? How lit- 
e can l conceive, and how much leſs ex- 
preſs? Bleſſed be God we know ſo much, 
jos! niche, Matter of our jopful Hopes; and 
for ever Bleſſed he God, whe hath promi- 
ed and provided ſech a Glory for us, =: 
cannot now be fully known. . 
What inexpreſſible Sweetneſz might 
belieners taſt, by rejoycing in Hope, did a 
more lively. Rok. realize all, this. to their 
Souls 2 We might liſten as it were to the 
Shouts and Acclamations of the Saints a- 
boye, and ſay Amen to their Thankſpi- 
tings. We might behold them about the 
Throne of God, and; of the Lamb, with 
Palms of FY.tory in their Hands, a Crown 
of Glory on FL HIS, ard e | 
| | 71 
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nate Prayers, 


8 Neflertenr 


Triumph io their Mouths, - 260 3 | 
jab ; * Worthy art thou, 0 Lord to receive 
- Glory, and Honour, and Powery for thou baſ 
created al things, and fir vy Pleaſtre thy 
are, and were created. And worthy is the 
Dumb that 'was ſlain, to receive Power, aid 
Riches, and Wiſdom, and Srrength, wy H. 
ur, and Glory and Bleſſing." And again, 
„Henour, * aud Power be un 
Fr. who fits npon' the ney ny ll 
Lamb, for ever * 
Whence' is it, 0 wy: Soul IA indeed? 
believe and expect all this, that c 
Hear and Read, and Think, and Speak 
of theſe Bren Things, wich no mote ardent} 
* AﬀeQions, ſuitable Preparations, 1 port 
aud vi rous Deſires ? Hon 
Fhould the believing Thoughts of that Da 
promote my Heavenly-mindedneſs, Self 
denial, Contempt of the World, Patience 
ad Perſeverance ?-Quicken my Zeat; ſe 
cure my Stedfaſtneſs, and give Lite any © 
Spirit to my Prayers for the haſtening of 
it? How ſhould my Soul riſe toward 
* Heaven, by holy Love and Deſire? 'Aﬀeenc 
and meet him, get as near him as I can; 
breath after more of his Preſence, and bet 
him to prepoſſeſs my Heart, to africipat 
— ſecond Coming ; by clearer Diſcoverit 


* ith. — T "PI" 4 — — 


— — —  ._ — 9 ern 


er. 4. C. 11. . c. 125 15 iS | 
0 


Lof his Love, and fuller Communications 
0 "m i me „ Come Lord Teſs. | 
— — — . 
| "Xxx. 
Love. Oncerning _ Examination of 4 Aan 3 
Heart and Life: The Reaſonableneſs, Aa. 
vantag es and Neceſſu ily Hit. Some Dire- 
ction and Advice concerning the Time and 
Manner. That we may know in w_ 
- Preparedneſs, we are for Eternity. | 
1 Am haſtening exery Vear, every Day: 
to the Period of this Life : I muſt ſbore- 
Y appear before my Glorious Judge; and 
+19} experience theſe Ferrors or Comforts, this 
© blefledaeſs or Miſery, which 1 have now 
eead of. Shall I not therefore enquire 
which of the two belongs to me? Is it not 
FJ worth conſidering, whither 1 muſt go, 
and how I ſhall fare, when I quit this Bo- 
e ? What is like to be my next Habita- 
ine ol on-? To which of the two vnchangeable 
27768 [| ſhall beadjudg'd? neee 
of ſo, much Conſequence he put off, o an 
F indefinite hereafter? Do I not deſire to 
know the wor?, while a Remedy may be 
found? Or am I content to die through 
an Unwillingneſs to. diſcover that 1 am; 


—— ek: The Queſtion to be reſolved is of 


lafigite * Shall I not ſpend a few 
3 | Hours 
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164 Devot Reflection: iP 
Hours to know what will become of me 1 2?" 
for ever? An Error is more than poſſible I l r 

is eaſy to miſtake; and the Hazard. of Y 2” / 
doing ſo is unſpeakably great. How many / 4: 
. Thouſands periſh eternally, even under the 
Light of the Goſpel, who never ſuſpected 
their Danger? How ordinary, how com- 
mon a Thing is it for Men to be thus de- 

ceived! how ſucceſsful is the Devil in this 
Stratagem againſt the Souls of Men! 
Is it not then a moſt Criminal Stupidity | 
to be contentedly ignorant and unreſolved, I Exer 
whether I am reconciled to God or no; ll lik 
whether I am led by the Fleſh or by the Spi- fear 
rit; whether I am in the broad or narrow Concl 
Way, which lead to ſuch contrary: Ends; I Pluck 
that is, whether, if I die in this Condition 2 ſn 
I ſhall be / ved or periſh Can ſuch an Enqui- the! 
ry be frivolous or zndifferent * Is the Subject of ha vit 
it ſo contemprible,or myConcern in it ſo ſmal, e 
that ĩt merits not to be attentively couſi⸗ 
derec ? Shall I never ask my Soul; till lam by he 
leaving this Wor Id, (the infirteſt T ime of all forge 
to begin fo important an Affair) what am Le 

1? To whom do I belong? Whoſe Image do 1 my f 
bear? How havg I lived, and what do de? 
What do I love moſt? What do I moſt conſtantly and | 
deſire, and chuſe, and ſeek? How dath the 7 ˖ 
Pulſe of my Soul beat? Is it quickeſt.toward: or m. 
God, or towards the World? Whither am 1 "51 


4 © goingtiVbat will be the final Vyſbot and Iſſae & Wiic 
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olved, 
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e Spl- 
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Enqui- 
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On Time and Eternity. 


- 


got for Eternal Life? 


who talk of an Everlaſting Life, as an Arti- 
cle of their Creed, and a 5 


think themſelves in good Earneſt, and 


for any Time, with a ſettled compoſed |} 
Exerciſe of Thoughts, which of theſe Two 


js like to their Lot. Or if they begin to 


ſearch and try themſelyes,they come to no 


Concluſion, or conclude too haſtily; they 
pluck off the Plaiſter as ſoon as it begins 
to ſmatt; they are eicher frighted with 
the horrid Proſpect of paft Crimes, or 


having eſcap'd the groſſer Pollutions of the 
World, judge too favourably of their own. 
Caſe. They commonly do the Work but 
by halves, and fo go from the Glaſs and 
forget what Manner of Perſons they were. 
Let me therefore, O my Soul] Sequelter 


ny ſelf from the World, fo commune wich 
my own Heart, to reflect upon my paſt Life 
and look into my preſent State, to recollect 


and review the moſt conſiderable Paſſages _Þ} 
of my Courſe and Time hitherto. O how | 
Tegleted and diſuſed a Practice is this, 


Vhich doth challenge and require our prin- 


cipil 


-® 


r — 
LEY 4 ” 2 CY nnn „ * 


n preſent Courſe ? Is it Heaven or Hell I muſt 

be tranſlated to by aying ? What Security have? 
* 3 What Proviſions bave | 

I made ? What Foundation have I laid? © 

How ftrangely infatuated are moſt Men, 


y they count up- 
on it, that they muſt dwell in Happineſs or 
Miſery for ever -. and ſeldom or never be- YE 


n " 4 4 ** 
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266 r 3 RefteGions 


cipal ad moſt ſerious Concerns about it! 
Abd how many begin it, and are diſcoura · ¶ nuſt 
ged, and leave off without eaching the Haza 
End of ſuch an Enquiry? _ sinne 
How much wiſer in this reſpet are the necel; 
Children of this World in their Generation, than Yin Or 
the Children of Light ? Who is ſo exact n there 
his Accompt e end bis on Soul, gence 
as 8 in their Dealings with one 2. ters t 
nother? Who is at the Palus to write down Iſult; 
dis Sins and his Mercies? the Grounds of his Iment 
Fear, and the Enccur agements of his Hope; He 
or keeps a Journal and Diary of his Siritua muſt 
State? Who doth at ſer times, once a Term 
Month, or once a Quarter, or even once a ou ou 
Tear, take a juſt View of himſelf, his Heart, ſhimſc] 
and Li fe, and State, as a Chriſtian: z that he Ward t 
may ſee what he hath received and done, ach C 
what he owes, and what he may expect; 
That he may know whether he thrive or dt. 
cays,whether he encreaſe or decreaſe, whether 
be go backward or forward; whether he be hi 
richer or ago this Year than the laſt? And 
is it not a Symptom that you are declining, 
when you love not to examine your Ac- Fr 
counts? Is there not Ground of Fealo/y and 

oo Suſpicion, that you are behind-hand bl 
you are loth to enquire, whether you are 
or no? And unwilfing to know the worſt 
of your Condition? Nevertheleſs without 
ſuch Exquiries, and bringing the Matter 
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On Time and Eternity. 167 
ut it to 2 Determination, at what Uncertaiaties "i 
ours © muſt we Jive ? And how, unconceivable an 
g the Hazard do all Hypocrites and unrenewed. 2 
I sianers run? And how reaſogable, how. 
e the Nneceſſary is it that we ſhould know, and 
than ia Order to it, prove our ſelves? We muſt 
act in therefore beſtow Time and ſerigus Dili- 
Soul, gence about it, that we may examing Mat- 
Iiers to the Bottom, and come to ſome Re- 
ſult; ſo that we may form a right judg- 
ment concerning our 'own. Caſſe. 4 
He that would do it to good Purpoſe, 
muſt endeavour. to underſtand clearly the - 2 
Terms of the Covenant on God's Part, and 7 
u ours: And take Care not to Judge of 
himſelf by miſtaken Rules; by a falſe Stan- 
Ward that God will not juſtify; or by auß 
uch Characters as will not conclude. , But 
noſt- Men are «willing to bring themſelves 
a Trial, or to let Conſcience deal plain 
Sod faichfully with them. They are ſtu- 7} 
idly ſecure, and ſee not the Neceſſity f 
is Duty: Or do not ſuſpe& themſelves” 
Tdey preſume they need not be at that 
Jrouble: Or are ſo taken up with the 
orld, that they cannot find Time and Lei- 
e for it. And many Men dare not bring 
heir. Hearts and Ways to a Trial. There 


\ 


+ 


: worll & commonly ſome ſecret Luft , indulg'd, 
ichout ich they are loth to let go. But moſt 
r don in Sin, en Ecernally, becauſe 


the 


2 * 8 . 
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"Ws r ere Acne, 
of 


hey think there is no Danger of periſhing; 

an never Repent, „and make their eit thi 

with God,” beczuſe they Fagey,' abd preſf en 

fume "is done already. et 
Therefore let me %f: hes; wht ] 


"thou. art, who readeſt this, to Pur the Caf hay 
to 1 ſelf, ſeriouſiy to admit the Doubt Ha 
Jeb are not miſtaken; make th Sha 
"Sppsf 725 that you have not hit Berto ſuff ſelf 
ciently conſidered the State of your Soulf ally 
You are confident that al is wel; and there ſince 
upon are unwilling to Examine farther any 
But for that very Reaſon you ought to q oug! 
ſtion, whether it be ſo or ner? Do biſÞgia 4 
ask your ſclves ſeriouſly, hat is the Grow will 
of your, good Opinion concerning youſſowl, 
ſelf? For what Reaſon can you thus cogfſcome 
_clade ? 3 eth 
Did you ever ſeriobly pay to Heart t quent 
Charakter And Deſcrif tion which tour f. 
sctißptures give of thoſe whom Chriſt une m 
own at the laſt Day; and of ſüch who Wor! 
he will reject and reprobate? With ufAnd 
feigned Application to your own Caſe, bag pill Ic 
Hr therewith prov'd your ſelves ?' Aomm 
come to 4 ſettled Judgment, after a deſfnuch, 
berate Epiquiry yz And vas rhe Concliſin end n 
your 255 ort and Oy? If fo, what! If :: 
fluence hath it ſince 125 upon your Het Ernel 
and Life? Hach it promoted Purity, Thaf ga to 
fulneſs, Heavenly- NR, CO 7 0 


— 


RE hs 


of this World, and ſtronger Deſires after 
the Image, Love, and Preſence of God, 
and the Glory of Chriſt. Moreover'coi- » 
ſider, 


55 
wh Cake 
Doubt 


have you . behav'd your felf ever ſince? 
Have you: not Reaſon do look Back with 
Ake tu Shame? If you but bey examio'd your 
ito ſuf} elf formerly, reſolve to do it more effectu- 
ur Soul ally now: Review the Sins you have been 
d there ſince guilty of. And if you have not done 
farther any Thing conſiderable of this Kind, oY 
ro q ought nom to begin. It 15 ſeaſbnab 
Do b! gin the Vear by ſuch an Exgrei , 
e Gon will be found of great Uſe, in allithefe 
ng You 
hus col 


come to examine your ſelf afreſh, in Or 
„the Lord's Supper. For We: ought, f re- 
quently to renew the ſad Remembrance of 
our former Sins; that from Time to, Pie 
priſt uwe may renew our Kepentance, which is the 
h «iWork of our Life, and not of one Day. 
Wich u And he that comes to the Sacrament, and 
vill look no farther. back than to the laſt. 
a Communion, may poſſibly preſume too 
much, that all was then as it en be, 
and not be humble enough. 

hat I lf any one therefore ſoles; in ogg 


Jeart t 


zur Heferneſt upon an Holy Life, and ſerioully de-— 


„ TharY'$a to prepare for Eternity, as it is neceſſa- 
>ontem='y co * a general Review of his Life, 
hd : | H 2 CW ory 


|s got this. a good while 280 How 


lowing Parts of it: Eſpecially w H, Ll : 
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170 Devon RefleSSions 
fo I deſire to afford him the beſt Counſel 1 Free 
ane ee 
It may be adviſable, (a) if you have not nha 
formerly begun this Work, to employ one ces o 
Hour at leaſt in a Day, for ſeveral Days fin C 
following, in writing down the moſt conſi-Nrow. 
derable Paſſages of your Life you can re-YTear 
member, deſiring God's Aſſiſtance therein; Rem 
and keeping your Eye upon your End, in meer 
the whole; that is, thinking ſeriouſly thatYnothi 
is in Order to Eternity that you now ex- I nen. 
amine your ſelf. Chuſe a Place of Retire-ſſarct 
ment, and the moſt convenient Time, thatYia Or 
you may not be interrupted, and - whenſ6o/ia} 
Four Heart is moſt ſerious. Every Man N 
may divide his Life into ſeveral Parts, pride 
from Þfancy till he left off going to School dean: 
or was bound Apprentice, or ſettled in any, e 
"Way of Education. From thence, *cill fix'frve, 
in ſome Employment: If a Married Perſon 
Fillentredinto that Condition. And from 
thence to. another remurkable Period, off 
to the preſent Time. It may better aſlily 
SE ſome Perſons Memory, to conſider the ff 
voeral Places of their Abode, and comput 
174 according to them. In each Portion of 
Time, recolle& what Sins you were mo 
addicted to: In what Inftances, with wha 
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Ox Time and Eternity, 711 
inſet II Frequency, and with what other various 
©. Aęggravations you committed em: A 
ve not bat have been the Efe#s and Conſequefl- 
5y one ces of thoſe Sins, to your ſelves, and others, 
Days io Order to Repentance, and Godly Sor- 
 conſi-flrow. Which muſt lot be judged of by 
can re- Tears, but Grief, and inward Hatred of Sin. 
xerein;{Remembring that no Man is the better 
ad, injmecrly for being examin'd, if there follows 
fly thatYnothiog after it. Tis ig Order to a Jadg- 
ow ex-f{mert to be paſs'd upon our ſelves. ' Tis to 
Retire - Nea ch out our own Iniquity, our Beloved Sin, 
e, thatYin Order to the Mortification of it. That 
-. when{6o/iab muſt firſt be flain, if ever the other 
Pialiſtines are conquered. la ſome it is 
ride, in others Worldlineſs, in ſome Uuu- 
leanneſs, in others Drunkenneſs, Glutto- 
y, Oc. That yon may diſcover it, ob- 
er ve, What Sin *tis you are moſt unwilling 
to part with: Which you could even wiſh 
dere not forbidden. „ 
S Which you have formerly been moſt apt 
o plead for, to extenuate, or excuſe and hide. 
The Thoughts whereof do moſt frequent- 
occur; eſpecially when alone: Firſt in 
the Morning, and laſt at Night: And are 
nore diſtracting in Prayer and Worſhip. | 
Which an awaken'd Conſcience hath _ 
Joſt plainly told you of; under a Sermon, 
f at a Sacrament, or under ſome heavy 
* Flfliction, or on a Sick-bed, &c. _ 
„ Which 


| bf the U cart, and ſets all the Faculties a- 
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Which you can leaſt bear to be be re- 
prov d for. 
Which the Temperament of your Body 
doth moſt incline: to. 
Which your Calling , Employment, 
Company, and Converfe, adminiſter the 
Freareſt Temptations for. 
That eipecially which hath the Throne 


ENA“ 
on 
lies. 

Jour 


teſt, 


wo! Kk, to contrive Fuel and Opportunities fn e 
for its Grarification. me 
Obfer ve likewiſe what Paſſion was moſt H 
Predominant in cach Period of Time, or is 
yer ſo ; and hat all Effects it hath produ- 
cæd. Confder farther what dangerous 
Tex feet you on hare met with; how you 
have Fier by em, of bern enabled to re 
Iſt. Confider withal the Time, and the 
 Atravs, whereby God bath at any Time 
formerly" awakend;, convincd, and hom- 
bl:d. zou; what Pur poſes of Amend mei 
and Promiſes of Reformation you have ever 
made; and how far you have; or have no 
perfora'd 'em. Recollect likewiſe all th 
Special Mercies you have receiv'd from Gor 
in every State and Period of your Life, i 
Order to Thankfulneſs. The laſt Section o © 
- theſe Papers may give you ſome Aſſiſtanc 2 
therein, and conſider what Returns yo * 
Duve made to God, for all his 'Kindoeſ. mn 


Lor my do well to conſider your 
alſo 


WiC 


_ 3 5 
— - 
. 2 7 


ito, in the Relatiaus you have ſtood to 
others; as Inſeriour, Equal, or Superior; in | 
Family, Church, or State; in yopr Ca», - 1 
ing. Profeſſion, Employment, Cc. And 
examine in what more ; xororions Inſtances, 
on haveiheen faulty in your Relative Da-, 
tics. How you did ordinarily. carry it in 
jour Place and Sratiof ; for that is the 
teſt, the trueſt Picture of a Man, which is 
like him in his ordinary, every Days Habit. 
Mr, reflect upon the Sins you hae 
tommitted in Coma v5 ith, others- By 1 
whole Fam you have been drawn © | 
$ WH may probably here been tempt- 
& by yours, and bewail it; and if the 
fer ſons: ate living, admonil. chew 10 Ke- 
n; amd if you. have. in inf d gad wrong'd 
J, acknowledge your Fase, and ts the | 
„„ of your Power, make ſpeedy Refti- - 
—Aioci99, If any of your Comporiens Is Sig 
are Dead, and you fear died withous Re- 
Ipentance; bumble: your felt particularly 3 
JF before God, for having contributed roTheis . | 
JF Damnation. 1 know: of ſome who, have 1 
made. ſuch” a Catalogue of their Sins, with = 
the moſt obſervable Aggravations of them; 
wich they conſtantly; preſerv'd, and fre- 


yment, 
ter the 
Throne 


[ties a- 
tunities 


, 


man quentiy review'd to keep them Rumble, 


Penitent, Watchful andathankful; and 

oa ſome Occaſionz of Segrer. Humiliation 
have ſpreade them hetore the Lord (as 
1) 4 HeeRie, 2 


ns yo 
doels, 
zur ſel 
alſo 
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I cannot but be of Uſe to Believers alſo, 


7 of Grace wndPiety. The Greatneſs of their 


174 Devout Reflection: 
| Hezekiah did the Writing of his Enemy) N cot 
covering themſelves with Shame and Con- ia 
fuſion of Face, by conſidering what they a 
have been, and thence admiring the Riches ¶ neſ 
of Free Grace, in the Forgiveneſs of fuch Þ wh 
Crimes, thro* the Blood of Chriſt. on t 
' Examine me, O Lo d, and prove me; try wit 
my Reins and my Heart, for thy loving Kind. | ture 
zieſs is before mine Eyes, aud 1 well walk in ſom 
thy T-uth. Thau haſt ſearched me, O Lord, | cont 
ad known me; Thou knoweſt my Thoughts Con 
afar F; all my ſecret Sins are in the Light of N to hi 
thy Countenance; and thou art acquainted gero 
with af my Ways ; ſet my Sins in order before I for 
me, that I may Repent and forſake them, Shew vou! 
me mine Infirmities and Wickeaneſs, that I may you] 
watch againſt them. And teach me to judge the f 
and condemn my ſelf, that I may not be judged Ilidin 
of the Lord, or condemned with the World. Icomf. 


Hum 2 exght to examine their Decays 


Sin, and of their. Loſs under ſuch a Declen- Ipian 
fron God's Diſpleaſure, and Departure hy 
from them conſidered, to awaken Endea- 
vours of a Recovery. In what Manner the 
Faith of Adherence may be acted by ont 
who hath no Aſſurance. 7 


at ſtated Times to examine themſelves, / the 


. \ 
2 282iʒ8 2 2 2 2 


1 Tine aul Eternit ity. rs 4 
concerning their Langutſhings and Decays - 


n- in Grace, falling from their firſt Love, to 
t they a Spirit of Indifferency and Lukewarm- 
Niches = neſs, diſorderly walking or Unfruitfulneſs, 


f fuch whether grey Hairs are not het and there up-= 
on them, and they know it not. For God may 
; try withdraw by Degrees, ſo that his Depar- _ 
Kind- ¶ ture may not preſently be perceiv'd. And 
palk in ¶ fome Kind of Activity in Duty may be 
Lord, ¶ continued upon falſe Principles, and from 
20ughts | Common Aſſiſtance, while a Chriſtian, as 
ight of ¶ to his Spiritual Stare; may be under a dan-— 
zainted I gerous Conſumption. Tis not - difflenlt 
beſore for others to obſerve it ſome: Times, and 
Shrew would be viſible enough to themſelves, 1 
I may would they ſpare a few Hours to examine 
> judge the Matter. The Puniſhment of ſuch Back- 
juagea lidings, the Loſs of the quickning, and 
Vorld. Icomforting Preſence of the Holy Spirit, 
— f eeſerves likewiſe to be enquir'd into, ian 
Jorder to a ſpeedy Remedy, and ſhould en- 
Decay force the Counſel. f = 
of their mean not barely the Ebbing of Afe- 
Declen- ions in the Duties of Religion, or the 
parture Want of Life, and quickning from ſenſible 
unſolations, which new Coaverts, (eſpeci- 
ly ſuch as have been reclaim'd from a 
ourſe. of notorious Impiety ) have more 
If at firſt than afterwards. This doubting 
hriſtans ſhouldparticularly take Notice of, 
the Inſtance of the Predigaly, whowas 
| BY extra- 
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be ſo) whether we have more or leſs of 05 


r 


e feaſted at his ſirſt Return, 
but was dopbtleſs contented afterward' 
with the ordinary Proviſions of his Father's 


Houſe. Neither doth God diſpenſe the! 
- ame Meaſure to all alike, nor to any alike d 
at all Times: Some who are called to great 

er Services and Sufferings ghan others, 
or had. greater Conflicts before Converſion, ] | k 
may have a greater Share than the reſt off 

their Brethren. Neither will the /ame De- F 

gree of Grace imparted to ſame Perſons, {c el 

diſcernably move and comfört, as it will V 

dome others of a different Temper. ] 

?Fis — ſo much to be the Mat 90 


ter of our Enquiry, (it at all it need tc 


ſenſible Joy, i in the: Performance of Duty 
per Th 87; | 

dether we are not fallen and declin'd fel; 
&s to the inwaril Vital Atts of Grace, and i N. 


the ourward Fraits of Hilineſi. Whet he HO 
we have ſuch clear convincing Appehen MP 
I 


ſions of Divine and Spiritual Truths, ang >< 
the Myſteries of the Goſpel, as formerly de 
whether aur Minds'are not become mo 
vain and Beedſeſs; whether our Knowleds and 
of God, and of the Revelations of h Ls 
Will, be as powerful and efficacious upo] ,- C 
our Hearts and Lives, as heretofore; wh | 
— there be no: leis Frequency, leſs Co 


TY leis inward Satis fact! on in holy k 
| 110 
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rigus. is Tee than formerly. You wera } 
our, to pray and end@vour, that God 
might be fit and laſt in. your. : "houghits: ; 
every. Day, and by Frequelt Ejaculations in 
Civil Affairs, to maintain a daily Converſe 
with God; bir now you, mind: not whe- 
ther it, be 6 or not; yea, you cannot bux 
kao, chat it is not thus with you ſtill. Ft 
was ONCE your: Burden to be ſter'd with 
Fooliſh, Filthy, Worldly, Vain Thoughts, 


eſpecially, on the Lord's 'D- ay, or in the 


Return, 
rWwards 
Father's 
aſe the 
ny alike 
o great- 

others, 
ver ſion, 
>: reſt off 


ame De- 


2 


ſons, {0 
s it will 
"emper. 
he Mat 
need de 
> leſs ol 
of Duty 


declin'd 
q- and i 
W het hc 
\ppehcn 
ths, an 
ormerlf 
me mo 
10w led? 
ns of hi 
ous upo 
te; wh 
leſs Cd 
n holy { 
110 


» 


cy, and ſolemn Oecaſions of ; 


Worſhip. of God; yon rejected and dif- 
own'd. chem, you lamented and pray'd a- 
do ſo much as examine, he- 


gain ng. 
b g 060 t jus till. 
zonlider all 
ſeveral Objects; and ſee whether a" Cri- 


minal TukewarmneR bath not diffusd it 


ſelf 1 into every. of chem. Examine 'eve- 


Try. race; and” fee whether your: Faith, = 
holy Deſi res, and Delig ht in 


Hope, Love, 
God, be not” 
Strength. and 
quent Exer ciſe of every of them; fo- 
that your Thoughts of God are few, cold, 


iſdrably abated ; a$.to the 


and lifeleſs, * Without Wers Delight ard a 


Loe, 

Conſider the Opportun' tics of palit i Wire 
proaching 2? 
the Divine Preſence Are they ds much the 
Deſire of your Souls, and the rejoycing of: +. 

"| your | 


your. ee 165 ald their 


Vigor, the Efficacy and fre- 
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your Hearts, as once they were? Are you 
not more eaſily diverted from them, leſs 
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ſatisfy d and refreſh'd. by them? Are not 


all. Goſpel-Ordinances leſs powerful and 


quickning, and your Profit and Advantage 
thereby unſpeakably leſs than formerly? 
Do you hunger and thirſt, and pant as the 


Hart after the Water-brooks, to draw nigh 


to God, and come into his Courts? Do 


you make Conſcience of preparing before- 
hand? Do you tome with a real Deſire and 


Deſign, and Ex pectation of profiting, and 
bettering your Spirits? Do you joyn in 
every Part of Divine Worſhip with that 


Attention, Seriouſneſs and Compoſure of 


Mind, and taſt the Sweetneſs and Benefit 
of ſuch Solemnities, as formerly? Are ſuch 


Services perform'd with that Awe of God, 


with that Humility, Fervency, and Intenſe- 
neſs of Spirit, as ſometimes they were? 
Are you not more negligent and uncon- 
cern'd before and after, whether you find 
any Thing of this or no? Tho? your Deſires 
are weak, your Hearts flat, your Thoughts 
wandring, your Spirits trifling, ſo the 
Work be done, and the Daty be over, (in 
how Formal, Cuſtomary, and Careleſs a 
Manner, ſoever it be) you conſider it not, 
you liy- it not to Keut, you reflect not 
upon it, you bewail it not: Or at leaſt are 
better contented, and {oner quieted, * 

” „ take 


e not 
| and 
ntage 
erly? 
as the 
nigh 
? Do 
efore- 
re and 


„ and 


yn in 
h that 


re of 
zenefit 
e ſuch 
f God, 
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were? 
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u find 
Deſires 
oughts 
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take 
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e you : 


take leſs Notice of the Frame of your 
Heart in ſuch-Dutis.. than formerly. 
Examine farther, hdw ?cis with you as 


to the great diſtinguiſhing Duties of an up- 

icht Chriſtian) . as they oft =— 
to be) I mean Secret Prayer and Meditati®= |} 
n: Are you as ſtrict and careful, con- 
ſtant and conſcientious, frequent and a- 
bundant in theſe, as formerly? May not 
our Cloſets and Places of Retirement wit- 
neſs againſt us? How ſeldom are we there ? 
How quickly are' we gone? How eaſily 
diverted? How ſoon tired? How do we 
trifle in that Work, and ſhuffle it over 
and take up with the Shadow and Image of 
Prayer? Our former humble and importu- 
nate Prayers, joyful Thankſgivings, and 


ſweet Contemplation of the Myſteries of 3 


Religion, compared. with our prefent dai- 
ly Practice, will teſtify that we are de- 
n, 
Moreover conſider the Evil of Sin, and 

how your Heart ſtands affected to it. Is 
not your Hatred of Sin, and Zeal againſt 
it much decay'd ? eſpecially with Reſpect 
to inward Spiritual Sint, ſuch as the ſecret + 
Workings of Unbelief, and diſtruſt, Pride, 
Envy, Uncharitableneſs, &c. Do you be- 
wail it, ſtrive againſt it, and ſhun the Oc- 
caſions, and fear the Temptations that may 
lead you into Sin, as once you did? Have 
5 1 
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Dene, Refers, 
WE you loſt mu b.of that Fe gderneſs, nd ho 

Jealouſy AO AEM RE IM 100 an 
former ly had ? Do you not now make] his 
1 more bold with Temptation? Are you anc 
dot oftner conquered? And with leſs Be lief 
{44 Iuctance? wed ng by. ſnaller, Temptation tha 
© Ec. | din 
Are you el morg d Doſervickalle Roo of 3 

and Fruit in a withering, Condition? God 
Teſs honour'd, and others leſs profited 
and cdified by your Example and Life! 
Do you not adhere more to the World 
Fi conform to it, and comply with. it in mani die 
gs. which formerly you durſt pot, bare oft 
done? And are every. Day waking, worſe 
HR Make 2 Pauſe a while, and bethink ont 
WE {UF what this will come to at laſt, whe: 
even the little Good chat er is reach 
1 May 1 not ask ſacl. Chriffians, or debe ry 
WE them to ask themſelves; W hat is alread; 85 
the Effect ànd Conſequence « of this Deglenfl rg nc 
ſion? 1s not God's Spirit removed, and run 
| * LIES of his Countenance Ecl:pſed grie 
1 as 19 many of them, are they not unf have 
10 "er ad, Appr debenſidos of God's Diſplei bis 
THY ſure? Do they not feel the Terrors ot th fligh 
Lord? o they not walk heayily from Dil whe 
to Day? They that could once converlÞ der 
with God on all Occaſions as a Hiend, aud] © 


Father, do now think of Ged, and are crouf mal 
| . e Dea 
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ud holy lcd: Thick Darkneſs doth incompaſs them 
ays youll round about: They have loft the Senſe of 
makq bis Love, the Comforts of his Preſence, 


dre youll and their Song in the Night, and ſee no Re- 


leſs Re lief. This is a more hopeful Cafe however 


tations] than theirs, who are under great Backſli- 


£ || dings and Deſertion, and hardly ſenſible 
'4 Roo of it. To awaken and aſſiſt both; Con- 
12. Go der 1 beſeech you, whence you are fallen, 
roficedſ and what you haxe loſt, and what will be 
1 LifeY the iſſue of this; if Sickneſs or ſome ſmart 
Vorld Affliction overtake yon; or if you ſhould 
p. mani die in this Condition. And enquire ſeri- 
Of, habe oufly and preſently. into the Cauſe of all 
worſe this Evil: For a few tranſient Thopghts | 
K. vous will not affect the Heart, and per ſwade to 
„ WIXY Action. And do it preſently, becauſe by eve- 
N ry Delay your Work will be the harder, 
your Danger the greater, and your Recove- 


r LL ry the more difficult. Reflect upon the. 


alread 
Deglen 
e 2 A: 
1;pſed 


not uy have dane fo, that hath made. him weary of 


Siafulneſs, as well as. Affiction of this Cale. 
Know that you have, diſpleaſed God, and 
run from him, neglecled his preſence, and 


Jiſples his- Dwelling; what Ordinances. you have 


ſligtzted; what Duties you, have omitted; 9 
what Sins you haze given Way to; in Or- 


$; Ob th 

om Di 

Haven der to Repentance and deep Humiliation. . 
, and Can you gortentealy ſit ſtil} with this dif 


ie cron mal State Oi { Things: 2 W bile Ged Fath e. 
bleed c what 


griev'd his Spirit, and in what Inſtances you 
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ſüuffer Satan to make Attempts upon you of 
that Kind: (and he is forward enough to 
make Uſe of ſuch an Opportunity, to try 


o o o N o - 
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Devont Reflection 

what (yea a great Deil indeed) againſt I Go 
you, for having left your firſt Love? Will you Þ all 
not endeavour to remove that which Int. 
hath made ſuch a Separation betwen God I Pro 


— 


5 — 


and you, and brought you thus low? N him 


What Communion with God, what Com- Þ his 


muniĩcations of his Grace, what Influences f ther 


of his Spirit, and Evidences of his Favour I Caſe 
have you loſt ? And will you not acknow- Ithe? 
ledge your Iniquicy, and abaſe your ſelves, Iutio 
in the-Duſt, and return to the Lord, and Mea. 


do your firſt Works? That he may heal fcenti 


your Back-flidings, and receive you gra- T. 
ciouſly; that yon may again take hold of Hpecef 
his Covenant, and be at Peace with him? FCorry 
But to be at Peace with God is not the ficient 
whole of your Concern; you need not only from 
a Pardon, but a Phyſician to heal you; as Iniſe: 
doth a MalefaQor, that is not only liable find w 


to the Law, but deſperately fick. Your In thi 
State is ſinful, and dangerous, as well asMecoy 


troubleſome. From performing Duties inf 
ſuch a Manner as you now do, you may 
q ickly be Tempred to let them alcogerheri 
alone. God may be fo far provok d to 


all his Snares and Stratagems againſt you) /, 4, 
?cill he prevail with you, to think hardly of 
God vid. 
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Or Time and Eternity. 183 
God himſelf, + unthankfully to overlook 
all his former Kindneſſes, to put the worſt 


Interpretation that can be upon all his 


Providences, to diſtruſt and quarrel with 
him, as if his Faithfulneſs had failed, and 
his Mercy were clean zone for ever, and 


[chere were no Hope left for one in your 


Caſe; and ſo run into Deſper ation, and thro? 
the Subtilty and Violence of Satan's Temp- 
tations, try the moſt fooliſh and unlawful 
Means for Eaſe and Cure; either open Li- 
centiouſneſs, or it may be Self- Murder. 
Therefore ſpeedy, preſent Repentance is 
receffary co find out, and mortify every 
Corruption, and that eſpecially, which Con- 
ſcience tells ns, you have moſt indulg'd; 
om whence your Diſtreſs doth principally 
wiſe: Confeſling your Sin freely, fully, 
md without Reſerve, and waiting on God 
In the diligent Uſe of all Means, for the 
Recovery of that which you have loſt 5 
nd juſtifying God in his Righteouſnels, 
Truth, Wiſdom, Holineſs, in all his Re- 
ukes. That you may regain a Spirit of 
rayer, and taſt the Sweetnels, Virtue, 
nd Efficacy of every Duty, and of every 
Irdinances and God may give you the 
arments of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavi- 


ſs, and the Joy of the Lord may be your 


—— — — | — 
* Vid. Mr. Oilpin, of Temptation, part 2. chap. 6 
5 Strength | 
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| Strength, for future Service and ſaffering, 

Ia the mean Time do not caſt away your 
Hope, but tho? you have (too jultly) depriv'd: 
pour ſelf of the Faith of Aſſurance, yet en- 
dea vour to maintam and exerciſe the Faith 
of Aaherence (a) Say unto God, that bes 
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he is to be feared, My Sim is not too great 
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Lord, and wait upon him, and follow hard 


WIN liveraoce and Comtott. Mine is not a fla- 
Tl: gle Caſe: lam not the only Soul that hath 


ſecking umo God, Is thereiore gend {5 
me is hope, and quietly Wait for the Sa cnation 
God. ( I will draw near to God; 
will lie at his Foot 5 and continue in al 
Ways of Worſhip and Nuty, wherein | mo) 
hope to meet with the Quickning and Com 
fort of his Spirit: 1 will ſeek Relief from 
no other; Iwill keep as near him as 1 can 
whither elſe ſhall 1-go, he alone hath th! 
Merds of Eternal Life? he alone car creat 
(what is the Fruit of his own Lips) Peace 
Pace, SON SPV * 
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cal ſe there is Forgiventſs with him, therefore 
to be forgiven. ?Tis not the Unpardonable 
Sm: For | deſire to repeat, and am re- 
© folvd to return. I Will ſtill cleave to the 


aſter him, and take n other Courſe tor De- 


n ſo diſtreſſed, and yer found Relief by 
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fering, * [ wil] enconrage my ſelf in the Conſi- 
Y OR ratios of his Generzl Grace, and the Pro- 
epriv'd Ee of his ſpecial Love: 1 will recol- 


et en- 
2 Faith 
lat be. 


refore 


great 


do nablt 
Fes 
to the 
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w hard 


oy Dee 


ct my former Experiences, when I had 
eme good” Hope threngh Grace concerning 
my Adoption E / will 7 remeniber fone Years of 
the Right Haud of the meſi High. If God will 
gire me fo much Grace as to continue waits | 
rg, L wikhope ſill: And though I walkin 
Dark 566, "REIN little or no Li gt, Twill ſtay 5 
y [elf on the Lord, And if by the Want 
of /er:ſfole Confolition, he wil make me 
more humble, and keep me in 2 greater 
cobmilion to his Will, J will bleſs his holy 
Nam, and derive more comfortzble Hope 


rom thence, than from the moſt ſweet and 


ion Hamilicy, Self- 


en ſible Confolations I ever had; and look 
, Dependance | 
en God, Reſignation to him, and Hatred 


of Sin, as a better Sign of Bis Love, than 
Iwaſtke higeſt Fer vors of Aﬀ:chon in bis Ser- 
Nice can be. 1 

Oh that I had formely done as nh for 
Ho lineſc, as | have for Comfort. By the En- 
or ment of the one, I ſhould have had more 
of the other The Exerciſe of Grace would 


have diſcover?d the 7 ruth of it. Let me 


hath th! 
T Creat 
) Peace 
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* Vid, Mr. Baxter's Mit hod ſor Pace of Conſciince 
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from me: Reſtore unto me the Joy of thy Sal. 


Commandments. 
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therefore accuſe and condemn my ſelf / but 
ſtill truſt, and love God, and wait upon 
him. Let me reſolve never to chuſe a 
new Lord or Maſter. Or take up with any Con 
Portion beneath God himſelf; or any Way 5. 
of Hope or Salvation but by Jeſus Chriſt, Pp 
my only Saviour; nei:her let me for ſake 2 


the Way of Faith and Holineſs, for all the P. 


Hopes and Happineſs of this World, if put I 8 
to my Choice. But be always able to ſay, 
(bleſled be God I now can that J will re- 


Yei 


turn to my former Husband, for then it was i 


better with me than now, | had Peace and Re- 
freſhment in my former Ways, I will return Ira 
to them. Lord, forſale me not utterly! Keepſjand 
wot thine Anger for ever : Caſh me not awaylitcle 
from thy Fe —. and take not thy Holy Spiruſul th 
0 m 
vat jon, that my Heart may be enlarged toffſho! 
praiſe thy Name, and to run the Way of thyfrow: 
Gemn 
——___ ted 
8 if 


ill ch 
on ſic 
| im 
pon 
e Dbjed 
„ > 1 5 XXVI ain. 


0% 07 
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„„ 8 XXVI. 


th any Nconfeſſion of Sa, Humiliation, and Re- 


y Way pentance mut follow upon Self-Examina= 
Chriſt, tion. Advice concerning Repentance of 
orſike, ſome particular .Back-ſliding. The great 
all the Perplexity and Diſtreſs of a Penitent 
if put Sinner repreſented, as 4 Caution ainat 
2 . returni ng to Folly. 


1 it wal T far we may turn unto do Lord, is s the 
nd Re- 
returnfilvrd! I have been ſearching my Heart, 


/! Keepſhund conſidering my Ways, but can fiad 1 


ot awayſittle or no G; neither can I diſcover 
1 Spirit. 
rby Sal. to make my own Heart condemn me, and 
5 thou, (who art greater than my Heart, and 

y of thy noweſt all Things,) may'ſt much more con- 


uted and abominable. | 
If I go about to enumerate the Sins of 


l- the Periods of my Life hitherto if l 


pon my Sins according to their reſpectiv 


XXVIRgainſt my Neighbour, and againſt my om 
vl or Body; and compare my Heart an 


On Time and Eternity, 197 


End of ſearching and trying our Ways. 


lemn me. I am altogether unclean, pol-. 


ny Thoughts, Words“ and Actions, in 


Objects, as either againſt Thee, O God, 75 


"2b; wh 
i £ 


that is evil in both. But I find enough _ 


onſider my Omiſſions of Duty, and daily ' 
Times by actual Commiſſion ; If 1 _ "2 


Life 
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1 Who can tell bow oft he hath offended ? Man) 
ot my Sins make little Impreſſion on mp 
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Serious RefleFions 
Life with thy ſtrit and holy Law, and 
think in how many laſtances I have tranſ, 
greſs d every of thy Righteous Command 


ments: I find they are more than the Hair 


on my Head, they cannot he number'd 


Memory, (1 obſerve them not, I rememhe 
them not :) But this hinders not, but the 
may make deep Impreſſion on my Conſcieme 
which will one Day be awake, and ſer the 
in Order before me; and they are all writ 
ten in thy Bookof Remembrance, in Orde 
to my final Judgment. 


All my Sins are bim 


o 

- 2 2 « 

: . 7 7 
: 


and! 


fore thee + But thou requireſt my humbl@ghj 


Canfeſſion of them, in Order to Repentance 
and as a Part thereof, that I ficely ac 
knowledge their heinous Aggravations ti 

ſhame and humble my felf the more be 
fore thee” whom I have offeaded and pre 
'vokd. EISSN | 
How long did I ſerve divers Luſts an( 
Pleaſures with the Neglect and Forgetful 
neſs of God? How ſad a Proſpect may 
take of the far greateſt Part of my Life paſt 

Eſpecially of my younger Tears, which hav 

heen triffd away in Vanity and Folly 

And ſince I have known the Way of Trut| 

how ſhamefolly have 1 prevaricated wit 

God? I am confounded to confider ho 

often I have deſpiſed the Commandmen 
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teacherh W ifaom; 


On Time and Eternity. Ihe, 
inſt the 


and rebelled againſt the Light; a 
principles of Education, and the Checks of 
Conſcience, frequent Warnings from God, 


and Reproofs from others; contrary tom 
Profeſſion and Experience, 


189 


contrary to 


the Obligation of peculiar Mercies, ſolemn 
Promiſes, Reſolutions, and Engagements, 


and a nearer Relation to God than man 


others; Which Sins have more diſhonour'd, 
the Lord, diſcredited his Holy Goſpel, 4 
gratify d the Devil, ſcandaliz'd the Word, 

and ſtrengrhen'd the Hands of the Ungodly, | 


than the Sins of others. 


And alas 


Ho W 


much of my precious Time is thus gone, 


which if duly improv'd, would now alſord 


me Comfort to review. 


How much Guilt have b eve- 


f 


ry Tear, particularly in % laſt? I now 
begin another, which will ſoon be gone, as 
that which was concluded Yeſterday. 
ſhall I only advance in Age to encreaſe 
the Number of my Sins, and heighten my 
Account againſt the Day of Reckoning ? 
In Temporal and Civil Affairs, Day unto 
Day uttereth Knowleege, and Night unto Night 
We are taught by Expe- 
rence many uſeful Leſſons, which we ſhould 
nor Elſe have learn'd; 


And 


to reform many Er- 
rors and Miltakes, to correct many raſh 
and 'fooliſh Actions, and Speeches, 
And mall T not learn Wildom by the Ex- 


1 lence 


A ix 


really to be ſo? How much of che Patience 


190 Serious RefleFions 
per ience of another Ver, in what concerns I to R 
my -greateſt, my Eternal Intereſt? Shall bis S 
not the Reflection on my paſt Sins, prevent © turnii 
my Commiſſion of the like? Eſpecially con · ¶ Inſtea 
ſidering how my Sins are aggravated by Love, 

' every. Mercy I have received; by every Af. ¶ aſter 
| fliftion I have undergone; every awaken. {Repel 
ing Sermon | have heard; every Motion of Lea, 
| God's Spirit, and every Check of my own Duſt! 
Conſcience that l have reſiſted ; every Offer {but St 
of his Grace; every Waruing of his Provi- {ſhould 
| dence; every lavitation and Call of his ſand. a 
Wird; every Purpoſe to Repent, and every ot Hy! 
Reſolution | have made to forſake Sin: The ſeven 1 
greater Knowledge I have had of my Danger, Tong. 
the longer Time i have del:berared about it; O f 
the ofcner I have confeſs'd my Sin and been Ir ite 
ſorry for it; every Keproof | have had from Sg ff 
others, and every Promiſe | have made % Fi 
my ſelf, doth aggravate, and encreaſe my mm 
Guilt. N 1 er ro, 
How many Years hath God vouchſafed again. 
me to work out my Salvation? But how Which: 
little have | done towards it? Had I died Pgbin; 
this laſt Year, how unprepar'd muſt I have ie =: 
made my Appearance before his Tribunal? N 
What Opportunities of doing, and receiv- Y 57 
iag Good have l let ſlip? Have I not made it fands 


more my Buſineſs to ſeem Religious, than hy to 
am vi 
ade ; 


of God have I abus d? Refuſing his Calls 
Eo | = 2 


„5 


to Repentance, arne ch eee 


On = E. 1 


his Spirit, ſmother ing my @c and 


turning ahe Grace of God 50 MMadtaneſs: 2 
Inſtead: of returning; 


Grat itudes for all he 
Love, I have repested my. Franſgreſſons 
after Forgiveneſa 3 and gone in a; Cirtle of 
Repenting and Sinfing, even tothis Day. 


Lord, I am aſhamꝰ d and laypmy felf in the 


Duſt before thee: i To mp belongs nothing 


but Shame and Sonfuſion of Face. If God 


in land puniſh me as a Rebel 


— — 


of Hypoctites, i cannot᷑ but own his Juſtice; 
even in Hell mutt do ät, with mfg 
Tongue ant Breath. 300 ? — 

O ſpare me fur thy Mercyis Sake) 
nt intofndgment with thy Ser vunt, fors in pw 
| Jud 20 * Fleſh ling bejuſtiet; 5. if Thou 
lay F to the Line, and Equity to the 
— me Repentunce into life, ne- 
ver to be repented cof,, never to be retracted 
again. Bring me to ther Bload of Jeſas, 
which cleanſeth from 4% Sin. Behold the 
Sigbings of a contrite Spirit. For I acknom- 
ledge my Transgreſſiuns|anto thae, againſt mhom 
bave inned Lord, for gi arhe ulſquity . 
ny: Sin. I am uhworthy ta lift up my 


ny £0 be called thy Son, e eee 
am vile in mine own Eyes, becauſe l have 
ade my ſelf vile in Thine. For this I. 
a 


1 
| 


Hands and Eyes towards: Heaven,” unwor- 
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much more may God deſpiſe 
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am tivublody and — + and ay Soul 
Sriered within m. 
0 cho Tann) Phyſitian of Souls! Fs | 
by Pity: alone expect my Cure. I ag 
miſerable and undone without thy Com 
paſſion; and expect no Relief but fro 
„ie Treaſure of thy Grace. I muſt per 
and ſink under the Burden of Sin, Fi th | 
merciful Hand do not ſave me, and lift ni 
up. I am entangfd and enfnar'd by th 
Devil and my Luſts, and without thy Suc 
. cour- can never hope to get free. O Lord 

"forgive my Sin, and heal my Soul ms 

| Jams} for thy Arden Sale. Ter! 
May I not yet hope in thy ny ho 
haſt fülly . with me hitherto 
Thou calleſt me to repent; thou con 
mandeſt me to return, and promiſeſt 
forgive thoſe Sins which are confeſſed a1 
forſaken: O do not caſt me out of <h 
Sigi and Ptefence, gow ] deſire, fro 
the Bottom of my Heart, to return to the ſomfor 
5 Jabber my ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes; for my piſ raiſe. 

I sgiquities. But alas! ſuch is the Hardndf may n 
of my impenitent Heart, that I am emma 
aſham'd of my humbleſt Repentance: Ho u, < 
F and reject iy F 

ut haſt thou not given thy Bleſſed Son 4. 1 
die for Sinners? And exalted him to tif coy | 
very End, to be 4 Prince and « Saviour, nd Juſt 
Lire. — and Uses ton of Sins? A N . 


| 


| 


On Time and Eternity. 
by the Word of thy Grace, thqu beſeecheſt 
all (even the greateſt Sinners) to accept 
of Mercy; and art more willing to Pardon, 
than we can be to Repent. Tis thy Da- 
light and Glory, agreeable to thy Nature 
merciſul, flow to Anger; and of great Kind- 
weſs, ſorgruing Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin, 
Jo Pardon mine Iniquity, for it is great; and 
receive an humble Penitent, who» implores 
thy Grace, according to the Tenor of thy 
xw Covenant, flying to the Arms of thy 
Mercy, through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 


ame unto God by him. 


o 


- 
* 4 $ 
* 


| to tif thy Right to govern me, of the Equity 
d Juſtice ot thy Law, of the Sweetneſs 


V1OKT | 
1: A 
| [ 


d Rewards of keeping thy Precepts: O 
B . Sanctify 


Lord, hear my Prayer, and let not the 
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Sanctify my Heart, and make me Sound in lice 
thy \ Statutes, that I may hate every fall hats 
Way, and be devoted to thy Fear, the Re: you; 
inder of my LifOGwmmee. 

If there be any particular Luſt, or Wick -I by a 
edneſs, which thro the Power of Temp. jou 
tation, and the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, you /e 
Have fallen into, that hath waſted: Conſeil End 
ence,. and robb'd: you of your Peace, andi if th 
provok d God to write bitter Things againſti ver? 
Fou; be ſure to humble your ſelf with- I quic 
| ont Delay, in an eſpecial Manner, for th with 
Back · ſliding: Confeſs it freely, with its Blaſt 
Aggravations. Confider whether it was B. 
not after ſome ſpecial Manifeſtation of 
| _ God's Love, after ſome ſpecial Warning, 
. ſome ſtrong Conviction, under or ſoc 
„after ſome great Affliction from God, © 
ſome more than ordinary Eindneſs of 
|| this Providence, &c. And impreſs ſuch 
{ Thoughts, to humble yeur ſelf the lower were 
| Search into the Grounds and Cauſes of ſucly Way 
|  Apoltacy, ſuch as the Abatement of your founc 
| Watchfulneſs, the Neglect of ſerious Cloſet 
C Devotion, making bold with Temptation 
too great Compliance with van Compan 
venturing too far in lawfol or indifferen 
Things, too much Confidence in you 
own Wiſdom, Strength, and Stedfaſtneß 
hot fearing ſufficieatly the Approaches all 
! Beglanings of Sin, or aveiding the Foe! 


Ince 
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nd ill Incentives; and: Occaſions: of it, & 6. Pal- 
y falſeſl hate and diſguiſe nothing, that may make 
he Rei your Sin exceeding ſinful, leſt by ſome lit- 
I ue Art ef the Devil, you —— your ſelf, 
Wick-I by an half-Repentancey: and the Evil Spirit 
Temp- you think te he caſt out, return again with 
n, youſſ /e worſe than himſelf, and ſo your latter 
Jonſci. ¶ End be worſe than your Beginning. For 
e, andſ if tbe Sin be not truly hated, but only co- 
againk ver'd oyer with Penitential Aſhes, it will 
with-M quickly flame out again, when it meets 
for afl wich: combuſtible Matter, and — Eroog 
ith its Blaſt of Temptations 
it wan But if you aregriewd cen Heart, | 
tion ofſand abhor the Sin, and reſolve to quit it, 
arning you need not doubt of God's:Readineſs to 
or fool receive you to Mercy. His Spirit is yet 
od, off ſtriving with you, if — willing to 
neſs - of Repeat and return to God. e ſought 
s ſuci you, and calbd you to return, when you 
lower — wandring as a loſt Sheep in the broad 
of ſich Way: And can you think he will not be 
of you! found of you, if you ſeek him with your 
Cloſer whole Heart? Therefore renem your Re- 
ptationff nrancr, and beg more earneſtly. a Spirit 
mpanyof Humility,” Holy Fear and Watchfulneſs : 
nifferen And every Morning implore Divine Suc- 
in you cours againſt that Sin, and all Temptations | 
faſtneſFto it, (which as much as poſſible, you - 2 


mes aug avoid.) Conſtant and fervent: Prayer after 
ne F' ve e your Refuge; ant =— 
Ince 
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Remedy. If you let falf your Hands, this 
Amaleck will prevail again. As ſoon and 
as far as you fail in the Conſtancy, and 
Fet vency of that Duty, your Sin will get 
Strength, and ſucceſsfully attempt you ano- 
ther Time, But by this Practice God may 
turn Evil to work for Good, make you gain 
dy ycur Loſs, ſtand the faſter by your Falls, 
and become ſtronger by the Diſcovery of 
Jour Weakneſs, and ſo be better eſta. 
bliſh'd for the Future. 
Grace of God, and encourage your ſelf to 
{in again by the Suppoſſtion, that if you 
* ſhovld Fall, tis but to Repent, and renew 
your Reſolutions and all will be well. This 
is a ſubtle Artifice of Satan, but ſuch, me · 
thinks, as ſhould” take with none, who 
have ever known by Experience, what it is 
to Repent. Who have felt the Burden of 
Sig to be heavier than a * Agilſtose; than 
the Weight of a Mountain. Who have 
taited, how evil and bitter à thing it is to di. 
part from God. Who have: loathed and 
|  abhorrd themſelves with deep Remorſe 
and Sorrow, and Anguiſh of Spirit; wiſh 
ing with all their Hearts, that they had 
not ſinn'd; and if it were in their Power 


ever 
like a 
Wr t tin 
tore: hi 


would give all the World toretrieye it ;a0dJ Ho 
v ould rather die, than commit that; Follſ dreſs, 
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this gain, they then repented of. Let thoſe ü 
1 and N who ha ve not their own Experience to con- 
and N irm chis, read over (and conſider the Caſe WM 
} ger of David, when he wrote) the Peniten- 
-ano- tial Pſalms. How manp, like him, have 
| may Nroar ds and cry d out under the ſenſe of Sin, | 
gain of Stings and Furies in their Conſcience, - 1 1 
Falls, Nof the poiſon d Arrows in their Souls, and "WM 
ry of his Terrors ſurrounding them whererer 
eſta- they went; from the ſenſe of his Sins Maliz- ü 
Inity, the Apprehenſions of God's Anger, 4 
t the and the conſequent Fears of bis Wrath. 
elf tof Serious Repentance after great Tradſgreſſions, 
3 you is another thing than moſt imagine it. When 1 
rene their > vs Sins ſhall beſet: them be- [i 
This hind and before, be placed in Order be- 
me · ¶ fore their Eyes, and ſet in Array againſt. 
who ibem. ?Tis always a Work of Difficuliy, as 

it it is well as Importance, to crucify corrupt Af- 
den offi fections, to tear a beloved Luſt from the 
than Heart, with Self- lodignation to abhor and 
haveſcaſt away what before yon lovd and de- 

to dt · ¶ lighted in. How did David's Sin ſtare him 

in the Face? It is continually with me, it is 
Never before me, ſaid He. It haunted him 
Jvyriting on the Wall, it ſtill appear d be- 

Itbre him in ſome horrid Shape 
_ Haweyer Sin may ſmile in its firſt. Ad- 
Idreſs, and beſpeak us in flattering Lan- 
guage, and Promiſe Pleaſure, and Profit, 

2 14 and 


and great Advantages and Satisfaction; 
theſe are but fair Appearances; This is but 
the awtfide of the Cup, and the Colour of 
the Liquor 3! It will prove Gall and Worm- | 74e 
wood, and a Mixture of deadly Foyſon, | 7 
if ever God fer it home upon the Conſci- ex 
ence and awaken us to a true Senſe of it. 5 
And: the Continuance of daily Repentance 
ter Sin, which all Obriſtians are called to, 
is no ſũch eaſy Matter neither. Conſtant 
Self. abaſement, and Homiliation before 
_ God, from a Senſe of Ris Majeſty and Holi: 
| neſs, and of our many Sins and Pollution 
thereby: The Imperfection of our beſt Du$ 
ties contiaually to be bewailed'; inordinate 
Affection to be ſtil]: mortiſied; al ways re- 
ſiſt ing and oppoſing Sin, in: ics Root; and 
Branches; cònflictlag againſt the whole 
intercſt of the Fleſa; the World, and the 
Devil; ſecking after more Holineſs, to 
be derived unto; us hy the Grace of Chriſt, 
to benwrongbt in uscby his Spirit, and 
maintainꝭd by his Power) and making daily 
Applications to the Fountain of all Grace, 
for Spiritual strength, to continue our War- 
fate againſt Sin, im all laſtances of out ward 
Duty, and inward Actings of Grace; even 
as long as we diu, allthis included in it. 
Due Apprelienſions concerning Repeutance, 
(as ſb comptehenſive and difficult a Duty,) 
would teach us to beware of Sin. 
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Heaven, for the Salvation of repenting Sin- 


formal and faint Purpoſes of Amendment ? 
[My good Refolntions have been all of them 


Pucky Nee "away. Ole freſh Aſſault of 
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The Neceſſity of Chriſtian Reſolution to Up- 
right, Perſevering Obedience; how full and 
_ extenſive it ought to be, and yet humble; 
by what Means we may be aſſiſtedto perform 
that much me reſolv ᷑ e. 
Hue acknowledged my Tranſgreſſi- 
ons unto God, and beg'd Forgive- 
neſs, and experimentally leatn'd the Evil of 
Sin, by the Bitternefs of Repentance, 7 re- 
ſelve for the future, to watch againſt it more 
narrowly, and againſt every Thing that 
leads to it; endeavouring to pleaſe and ho- 
nour my God and Saviour, by an upright, - 
obedient Heart and Life. And for the Re- 
miſſion of my former contraQted Guilt,” M 
truſt to Jeſus Chriſt, according to the Reye- 
lation made in the Goſpel, of what he is, 
hath done and ſaffer*d,and continues to do in 


COS 


ners, who defire to come unto God'by Him. 
But chow © often, 'O my Soul! have [1 | 


mock'd' God, and deceiv'd my ſelf, with 


as the Morning Cloud, and the early Dem, which 


Temptation hath ſwept away all my good 
= | 1 , 
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Purpoſes as a Spider's Web... I have falſif- in 
ed ſe many, and broke my Word ſd often, ref 
' *that I dare not truſt to any Thing I now {ol 
reſolve, or rely on any Promiſe 1 ſhould Suu 
farther make. Succour me therefore O Lord Gr: 

by thy powerful Grace, that what was de- to 
fective - in my former fruitleſs Reſolut ions, ¶ ficu 
maybe now rectiſied. Let me be more hum- ¶ Du; 
ble in the Senſe of my Weakneſs; more de- the 
pendant on thy Grace, and more: heartily ¶ ſtre 
ſeek it from Time to Time. Strengthen me ever 
with Strength in my Saul, with Might and Pon-fſ cerj 

er in my Inward Man, that I may, ſo reſolve Þ Libe 
and purpoſe as to-perform;; that I may. not. be U Cor: 
one Day hot, and the next cold; Zealous in ¶ held 
the Beginning, but faint and lukewarm in Sata: 
the Frogreſs;. fer vent and ſerious only in ry of 

Reſoluing, but weak and impotent in the Exan 

CEP 

Having chang'd my. Maſter, my End, and I quick 

my Hopes, by. returning unto God, from 57 

whom I had gone aſtray, | firmly reſolve, is:ſo. 1 

through the Afſliſtance.. of his Grace, to 

change my; Courſe. ef Lite; that Old 

Thinge being done away, all Things may be- elf 

come New; that * being made free from Sin, fand 1 
by pardoning Mercy, and become the Servant 
of Chriſt, I may. hart niy Fruit unto Holineſs, 
bat my Exd.may.be Eternal Life. In the Intc-fb 
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rim, 


Ions ſo; -prigovernable; the Rule and Law 


ſolutely 
Soul! ; 2 ; 
Grace om Cbrilk my Head Groen 2 


le 


ficu [3 hazardous... painful, mbling 
Duties. In vain 1 reſolve it, without 
the Aſſiſtance of his mighty Power, to 
ſtrengthen my Heart and Hands, wen- 


ever Lam called co after a 2 my Sin- 


cerity. V 
Liberty, or break ler 
Cords , wherewith ( Ighaxs been 
held Captixe, as the, Servant. of Sin and 
Satan. Such is the Weakneſs and Treache- 
ry of my o-wn Heart, the Influence of ill 
Eramples, and the Subtlety and Cunning 
of the Tempter, tha t. otherwiſe. + mall! 
much * my Mind. and return to 
1 80 the Bag 10 hits 94 3 9 The Spirit 
weak, and "be Fleſh ſo frail.; the Snares 
of the. World. ſo many, the Power of re- 
maining Corruption ſo ſtrong z "and of mx 
lelt.L, os hs and wavering; -fickle 
and vaſheadys and prone to Bach fliding, 
hat all my Rrongeſt Purpoſes will not be 
ſuſßeient, Without daily Strength from a- 
bove. My Senſes are ſo deceitful; my Paſ- 


b. am 3⁰ wals-by, ſo Urict, and Spiritual, 


and“ 
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Andextenſtve: Seel Omilſor ma be ſtan 


10 ffeqene, Ando ealjly ober look d; ſo iN (rol 
mar Feral au diene Duties axe to be flat. 
43; ane by every Change of my Dot 


| aditiony or of God's Providence, ſo turn 
many new Daggers und new Duties may N hen 
ar#e, elt 1 fear the Ade of my firmeſt Re- wilt 
| + hs: $9 Ie x Watch mult always be no 
Rent; ſuen fumility and Caution is every vacy 

| where to be practic d; ſuch ſpecdy Repen- I witt 
L tance requir'd after every Fall; wich Thank-nour 
fulneſs and Gs tentment in every State, un- tatic 
deer al} 'Calinfetes; (be they never ſo many, II th 
or neter ſPpinthing; ) and Perſeyerance I Cha! 
herein abſolately neceſſary, the“ never ſo I Cruc 
many Stratagems bs vled © to diſcourage me ¶ Integ 
from proceeding, or to entice me to go be! 
back, or turn aſide to ſome other Path; in- Xn 
ſomuch that if God had not promifed me Chri/ 
his 75 — Preſence, * Eren 7 be fe 
'  fhilliBe ſufficient for me, and that I pennt 
tempied 2 able to bear; I ſhould H row 
utterly N of making Freda what F now] Croy 
reſolve.” © . 0 
hunt Beſides: theſe Tromiſes to e ffirtati 
my Reſdlved Obedietge, he Hath left upon] and 
Record ii his Word, f 46 g lorious 5 enter 
ples of his aſſiſting abdre warding the Cou-J Hold 
rage and Reſolution of his Ser ann to con- ¶ forme: 
ciaue faithful; as in the Caſe of Fofeph, Da-J 1 hav 
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fand, by, and, Rrengrlicn me. 1 Know 7 
ſhall be able to dd all Things; I ſhall not then be 
flatter'd, or frighted out of the Way of my 
Duty; no Wind that can blow, ſhall hn 
turn me to another Point; nothing ſhall 

then be able to prevail for my Conſent to a 
wilfal and deliberate forſaking of God; 
n0 Argument, ne Temptation, cho? Pri- 
vacy, Opportunity, Impunity from Men, 
with Rewards of  Worldly Gain and Ho- 
nour, ſhould all concur to enforce a Temp- 
tation. But, by that Heavenly Aſſiſtance, 
| ſhall be preſery'd Humble, Temperate, 

Chaſt, Patient, Thankfol, Self-denying, 
Crucified to the World, and hold faſt n] 
Integrity "till 1 die; ſtill perfecking Holineſs in 
the Fear ef God, growing in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of my Lord and Saviour Telus 
Chriſt,, waxing: ſtronger from Day to Day, 


5 


be feldomer furptiz d, offend leſß, and re+ 
ab} tab e N &- 5 $48 ES PEE, 9 N 3 r 
pent more quickly, and watch möre nar⸗ 
rowly afterwards, itil at laſt I receive the 
Efpecially, let me watch againſt.my Cine 
firaion Sing, ſuch as I am molt enclin'd to, 
7 j BV N een fi odd nei SLEPT. 
and where x Tempration”dath.m; E 
eker! kette re te Devil can take the beiten 
Hold, and be leaſt fulpected; where he hath 
formerly ſprung a Mine, and made a Breach: 
I have known fome humble watchful Chri- 
ſtians, after being recovered from their 
„„ Back- 


my 
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Back-ſlidings, who abhorr'd eyery Temp. 
tation to that Sin, by which they had been 
defiled and wounded: They can hardl/ put 
up a Prayer, but they: mention it; hardly 
have their Hearts affected. in any. Ordinance, 
but they are inwardly aſhamꝰ d of it; hard- 
ly hear of any one guilty of the like, but 
they are ready to burſt out into Tears. 


Fix therefore, I beſeech thee, ue. 


Gracious God! My unfeigned Reſolutions of 
cleaving to thee, with full Purpoſe of Heart: 
Abd ſhew thy Strength in my Weakneſs, by 
enabling me to do what I nowreſelve. To 
that End, teach me to watch over my Heart, 
to keep it with all Diligence to be more con- 

verſant with my owh Fhouphts, examining 
the Motions that ariſe in my Heart, whence 
they come, and whither they go, and what 
they tend to, that I may ſuppreſs the Be- 
pinning of Sig. The unſearchable Degel. 
alneſs of tlie Heart, the Rovings, Stragliags 
and Wandrings of the Thoughts, the ungo- 
vernable Motions and Stirrings of the - 
ſions and Affections, with the corrupt Incli- 
nat ions that are ready to comply with Temp: 


tation, make ſuch a.conſtabt- Watchfulgels 


neceſſary,” Let me live no. longer as a Stran- 
ger to my ſelf, but by S Nellen dwell 
more at Home, reckohing. my principal 


Work to be within-doors, to keep my own 
Vineyard.” Teach me to watch over my 
pq 144 223 431 15 212 19 1 * 118 


8 Senſes, 
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Senſes, to guard the Door of my Lips, to 


govern my Paſſions; to be wary in the choice 


of my Company, and in' the Right Dſe of 


it; to be Circumſpect in every Step of my 
daily Walk, to call my ſelf frequently to a 


Reckoning, to caſt up my Acròunts at the 


Foot of every Page (by every Days Review 
of my Actions) to live always as in God's 
preſence, and be awed every where by the 
Thought of his Holy Eye, to ſhun the Occa- 
ſions and Appearances of Evil, G. 
By the Neglect of this, Spiritual Diſtem- 
pers will inſenſibly creep upon us. There 
is ſuch a Venom and Malignity in Sin, to 
wound and weaken the Soul, to put us off 
the Hinges, to diſorder and unfit us for any 
Spiritual Service, to make our Hearts vain 
and frothy, lazy and liſtlefs, that we ſhall 
eaſily let ſlip our Opportunities, loſe our 
Seaſons, and languiſh and pine away, not- 
withſtanding all the Means of thriving and - 
Growth. And hence it is that fo 'many .. 
Profeſſors mourn and complain, lick the 
Duſt, and lie among the Clods, are dead 
under the moſt awakening Miniſtry, and 
barren under the moſt Fruitful Means. 
Hence it is they do little Good, as well as 
taſte lctle Comfort; ſome Duties are neg- 
lected, and. others perform'd flightiß; 1118 
and in none of them do they meet with 2 
that Sweetneſs and Satisfaction, that Re- JIM 
Pe 5 freſhmeat, - F 
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freſkment, and Advantage, Fruit and Be-. 
nefit, as former ly. And all from the Neg- ſl —— 

leck of Watchſulneſs, . making bold with, 

Temptation, and not ſtanding upon their. 

Guard in. the Uſe of their Chriſtian Ar- ne 


And becauſe no Place, no Condition, 
no. Employment. is exempted from Tempta- 
tions, let me fortify my ſelf every Morning 
againſt all Aſſaults for that Day, by ſerious 
Prayer, as Holy David was wont to do; 
My Voice (faith he) ſhalt thon hear in the 
Morning, O Lords in the Morning will I direct 
m Prayer unto thee, and will look up, Pal. 5, 
v. 37 4. Let the Law of God be my daily 
aud delightful Study; that I may be able 
preſeatly to bring my Words and Actions 
o the Touchſtone; and know how to ma- 
nage the Sword of the Spirit on all Occaſions, 
Aal ile fiery, Darts. of the Devit : That 
koowing the Rule, I may not be doubrtul, 
or at a Loſs; whenever I ani tempted, 1 
may not make a Stand to parley, but imme- . 
diately ſummon all my Forces to reſiſt, and . 
FTeject the Snare; being aſlur'd from God, 
that. the Continvance of this Warfare ſhall 
end in à moſt Glorious Victory. He wil 
ſhortly tread down Satan under my Fes, . 


Thanks be ta Cod thro! Jeſus. Chriſt my Lord. 
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Ar- The Hine ant'G POR ps af ow Repeat 
| Covenant. Jer Rene mal of it by a ſolemn 
Dedication of our ſelves to God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, wg 90 and re- 
ee 4 548-116 | 
yy 49 O72; f f 
BY L. this o Saal i which hen now. 
, reſolv'd on, is no more than what 
Jam obliged to by my Vo in Baptiſm; 
to renounce the Devil and his Works, 
Il. the Heſh and the Luſts thereof, the World, 
able end Conformity to it, that I may Love and 
tions cer ve the Lord: Agreeable to the undoubt- 
d- ed Right: which Godthath in me by Crea 
Due uon, Redemption, and his innumerable 
ether Benefits. But the outmar 4 Waſhing of 
Bapt u, at nd a viſible Profeſſion of Obedi⸗ 
fence; . not ſave me,; without the Anſwer of 
| geo Lunſtimce towerai God, 1 Pet. Chap. 3. 
v. 21 May I not by the Conſideration of 
my Baptiſmal Covenant ſuppoſe God ſpeaks 
g to m Conſcience to this Effect? Will 
you take me for your whole Portion and 
pelicity? And my Law for the conſtant 
' Rule of your Obedience? And fight 
- . Fazainft the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, to your Lives End? Wil Er be- 
VIII, 6 lieve 
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\ 
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«« ljeve in Teſjss Chrifty and receive him as 2 


prince and Saviour? Aud adhere to the 


Faith and Obedience of the Goſpel, how 
© hazardous and difficult ſoever the Profeſ. 
< ſion and Practice of it may be. Will yon 
© receive the Bleſſed Spirit as your Teacher, 
« Sanctifier and Comforter ? and cheriſh 
all his Motions; to enlighten, purify, 
e confirm, comfort and aſſiſt you Bok 
my hearty Conſent to cheſe Terms, and re- 
ſolved Compliance with chem, which Bap- 
tiſm obligeth to; and hi. i. the Anſwer of 
a: good Conſcience towards God. 
l have often renewed hi. — on ſe- 
vera) Occaſions; but did I ever daly- con- 
ſider the Tenor and Obligation of it? How 
have I lyed unto the God of Truth? Dealt 


deceitfully with him? and been falſe and 


Fickle, Treacherous and Unfaithful to what 


.Fpromifſed ? © let me now again repeat it, 


and give up my ſelf once more to be the 


Eord's more unteignedly, more firmly than 


ever I have hitherto done! That the Bonds 
of God upon me may be ſtrengthened, and 
my Soul more throughly engag'd to be the 
Lord 5. O help me to do it with the greateſt 


FZBeriouſneſs, as the moſt important Aff. ir of 


my whole Life!” By thine Aid and Grace 
alone, ſhall I be ſincere and cordial ig this 
- Surrender- and Dedication' of my ſelf. 0 
breath upon my. Soul, moſt — 06 
| þ tit 
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Jopon thy gracious invitation and Call, TT 
Ino return to thee my rightful Lord; ac 


J and bountiful Creator, my abſolute Owner, 


long, aud ougbt to be devoted. I yield 


4 - ” 
— . — 
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(the Power of the hig heſt) that there may be 
no Hypocriſy or Reſervation, in this fo- Ji 
weighty and ſolemn Tranſaction between Jl 
O moſt Bleſſed and Glorious TRINITY ! 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thy Favour 
s my Life, and thy Loving Kindneſs is bet- 
ter than Life: Thy Will ſhoald have been 
my Rule, thy Word my Law, thy-Glory 
my End, to pleaſe thee my principal Buſi- 
neſs, and to enjoy thy Love and Preſence. 
my ultimate: Felicity. But I am one of 
thy revolted Creatures, who have Joſt thine 
Image, and rebell'd againſt thy Law, ſlight- 
e thy Authority, and rejected thy Grace, 
and deſerve to be caſt ont of thy Sight, and 
baniſn'd from thy Preſence for ever: Ne- 
rertheleſs, O moſt merciful God and father, 


no wledgingithee, as my Almighty, Wiſe, 


my Righreous Governour, my End, my 
Happineſs, and Chief Good: | nom accept 
thine offer'd Mercy ;. In ſubmit to the 
Scepter of thy Grace; and give up my ſelf 
to Fhee, as my King, and my God; to 
rule and ſanctify me now and be my: Ever- | 
laſting Portion. I deſire to be no longer 
my owingbut Thine, to whom of Right l Be- 


my 


i 
if 
ö 


3 
in 
| 
* 
| 
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my ſelf to Thee, © my Lord: „ Accept and but 
g poſſeſs that which is thine own. - 1 lay my I fl 
ſeltf at thy Foot, at all Times, and in all I ceive 
© Conditions, to be at thy Diſpole, and j inf O 
every Thing to acquieſce in thy good cept 


ſure. Deliberately reſolving,” with un- flies 
feigned and free Conſent of my Will, to N who! 
walk before Thee in Holineſs and Righte- but C 
ouſneſs all the Days of my Life. Hereby 1 || favet 
conſecrate and deyote my ſelf to be thy | thy * 
perpetual, Avowed Servant: Lord diam by 2H 11 
Servant, I am thy Servant, the Son uf thine Þ thy Y 
Handniaid.”: I hough other Lords have had I Burtt 
Dominion over me, I will now make Men- I tirely 
tion of thy Name, and of thy Righteouſe Cover 
neſs only, by Jeſus Chriſt © Crofk 
0 Zlefſed Jeſus, my All- ſufficient Saviour! ſhalt 
Thy dying Love, infinite Condeſcention,and and t 
| matchileſs Grace, hath at laſt overcome me, || refuſ 
and conſtrain'd-me: to reſolve / to be wholly I flick: 

' Thine, who haſt redeem'd and bought me bono 
weich chy moſt precious Blood. I now ac- fhed : 
knowledge and own Thee, as my Lord, and] to ma 

m eius, my Prophet, Prieſt, and King; my th 
FGacrifice, Surety, and Ranſom, to ſatisfy is on 
for my Sins, and reconcile me unto God; Ot 
to inſtruct me in his Will, aad teach me as m1 
the Myſteries of his Kingdom, and the Way up m 
to tbe Father. How often haſt thou open d faving 


56 thine Arms, aud called me, yea beſeechd i 1 ha v 
me to come unto the, and accept of Life; the L 
but] 


fol, Condeſcenſion, that yet thou . re- 


vp my ſelf to Thee, as the Author of all 
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but J refuſed to come. 1 adore thy merci- ä 


ceive me on ſuch eaſy Terms. 

O thou Lord of Life and Glory, now 36 
cept of an tnworthy helpleſs Sinner, who 
flies to Thee as his only Refuge and Hope! 
who is convine'd that None but Chriſt, Nome 
but Chriſt can make his Peace with God; and 
fave from Wrath to come. I -acknow edge 
thy Title to me, and my Obedience, and to 
a lhave.by dying for me. I deſire to take 
thy Yoke upon me, for it it is eaſy; and thy 
Burtheo which'is light. Edefire ro he en- 
tirely; and for ever thine, in and Everlaſting 
Covenint never to be broken © To take up the 
Croſs and follow thee, Whitherſoever thou 
ſhalt lead me; through the ſtraight Gate, 
and the narrow! Way. 1 wilreſerve no Luft, 
tefoſe no Labour, grudge” at no Suffering, 
ſtick at no- Dificulty;” AS 1 may pleaſe,: and 
honovr thee, and continue in thy Love. O 
fhed abroad more of thy Love in my Heart, 
to make all Things eaſy for his Sake, who - 
hath loved me, won WINE EY fem my dins in 
al omn Blood.” | 

 OGodthe Hol Ghar; Ficktowledge thee 
as my Great Teacher art Sanctiſier, and give 


faving Know edge ang Holineſs: By thee 
| have” been 'convincedof my Sin, againſt 
the Law of AE and the Goſpelof Chriſt 


and 


* 
— 
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and of my Neceſlicy of his Merit, Satisfa- Þ fo 1: 
ction, and Righteouſaeſs, to juſtify my my 
| - guilty Soul, by. procuring the Forgiveneſs I Con 
of Sin, and my Acceptance with God; and BE 
of the Freeneſs of his Love, the Riches and give 
All- ſuffeiency of his Grace, towards all who N of 
come unto God by him. I adore Thee, I El 
O moſt Bleſſed Spirit, as proceeding, and ſent 
| from the Father and the Son, to renew all 
the Powers of my Soul, and reſtore the 
Divine Image there; to enlighten. my 
Mind to know and receive the Truth, 4 
it is in Jeſus, and purify my Heart; and to 
ſanQify all the Members of my Body, and 
make them Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs 
unto Holineſs, which before were Servants 
unto Sin; and gradually to deliver me 
from the Power, the Defilement, and A- 
bode of Sin; as from the Guilt and pu- 
niſhment by the Blood of Jeſus. And as 
. the Witneſs of God to the Truth of the 
Holy Scriptures; and as the Great Para- 
clete to comfort and eſtabliſh the Hearts of 
- Believers, ſealing them up to the Day of 
Redemption, and giving them the Earneſt 
of the Heavenly Inheritance. O bleſſed 3pi- 
rit, be thou my Witneſs, that though I have 
violated the Law of God, and detac'd his 
Image, and formerly undervalu'd the Love 
of Chriſt, and the Grace of the Goſpel, 
pet by thine Aid, I now accept What 1 | hare 


ſo 


— 
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tisfa- ſo long neglected: And thankfully devote 
y my my ſelf hencefor ward to be the Lord's in a 
veneſs Covenant Relation... 
; and But fearing and diſtruſting my ſelf, 1 

es and give up my ſelf entirely to the Conduct 

1 who of thy Grace, depending upon it for my 
Thee, Eſtablihmem and Perſeverance. O form 
d ſent ¶ my Heart into an obedĩiential Frame! that 

, all in every Thing 1 may endeavour to anſwer 

e the the Ends and Obligations of this Devoted 
N Ss 46 <P: pn 

h, a To. this One God I have once again dedi- 

nd to ¶ cated and reſign d my ſelt; to ſerve, and 


, and I pleaſe and honour Thee, in Thought, 

neſs Y Word and AR, to the laſt Moment of my f 
vants Life: la the Performance of all Duties, j 
me even thoſe which I have been moſt averſe fi 
d A- from; in the Mortification of every Luft, | 
1 Pu- ¶ and the forſaking of every Sin, even thoſe | 
d as which I was once moſt addicted to: Reſol- | 
the ving deliberately to allow my ſelf in nothing | 


args | great or little, ſecret or open, which I ſhall 
ts of | know or believe to be.contrary.to thy Holy 
y of Wil; making it my Buſineſs to be fruitful 
rneſt in good Works,tothePraiſe of my Redeem- 
Spi- | er; waiting in the Uſe, of all his appointed 
have Means, for higher Meaſures of Grace and 
bis Holineſs, to be more Victorious over in- 
Ove | ward Luſts, and outward Temptations, ſtill 
ſpel, preſſing towards the Mark for the Prize of my 
nave i hich and holy Calling; Even Eternal Life. I 

. | I ca 


> 
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21 call Heaven and Earth, Lord, to | 
Winds this Day, That I own and avom 

this to be my Mind, and the ſettled Hrevail- 

Purpoſe of my Soul. This I again ra-. 

11 and confirm without any;Claples or 

We So help me O m God. Glo- N 
ry be to God the Father, Bod che Son. 


| whic 
. add God: we: 8 re Netti m unde 
b . 1 ir Trial Wann 4 

& XXIX. F we 10 my 


Practical and Confolatwy RefleQions bh the] Cove: 
preceding. eee ", Covenant newe 
with G. T 


; T Bae his Pay olemoly Avouched the gde. 
Lord to be my God, to walk in his 
Ways; thereby to fortify my Reſolutions, Ih 
that I and my * Houſe," (and All that Lcan 5 2 
Perſwade tb be of my Mind) will: ſervs the way 
Lord. I intend, deſire and hope never wil- 
fully to Violate: the Fach, Which J have 
now plighted in the Preſence of God; but 
to continue ſtedfaſt unmoveable, olways 4— 
n in the Work of the Ted &c. 
Should I undertake any new Employ- 
5 meat, or enter into any new Condition, 
or change che Place of my Abode, where 
1 might fee more of A e and 


* 11 
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| meet 
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1. would hope 


which depends the Succeſs of all that. I 
undertake; , 
to preſerve. my Integrity, not only This 


Tear, but in all the remaining Portion of 
my Time, by the abiding. Senſe of my 
Covenant * with God, thus ſeriouſly re- 


newed. 
This is [the Method 1 have been often 


advis d to for Peace of Conſcience, under 
Doubts and Scruples concerning my Spiri- 


tua! State; to put the Matter out of Doubt, 
by again accepting the offered Mercy and 
Grace of the Goſpel ; and heartily 1 


ing to the New Covenant; giving up my 


ſelf to God in Chriſt, to be ruled and ſa- 
ved by him. Bleſſed be God, I have now 
done ſo; Lord, ſay Amen, to thy Part of 
the Covenant, that Thou art, and wilt be 
my God; as I deſire unfeignedly to do to 
nine, that I will be thy Servant. 


But becauſe Articles are ſooner conſent- 


d to, than made good; tho” I ſerioully 
intend never to diſown this my ſolema Act 
aud Deed, but firmly to adhere to it, as 
'ong as 1 live; 5 that having * ] will en- 

K deavour 
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-meet with more and ſtronger Te ee 
to Sin, and be called to the Performance 
of more difficult Duties, greater Watchtul- 
-neſs, and Self-denial, '&c. - | 
hereby to engage the preſence of God with 
me, and his Bleſſing on all my Affairs, (on 


and would hope the better 


1 


Aang and perpetual; ſuitable to fo honou 


ſenſible I wantWiſdom and Strength to th: 


| — -. Purpoſe, but thou haſt bid me ask it of 
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| denvour to perform it, that this ſhall be my 
Everlaſting Choice, never to be recanted 
or alter'd; yet conſidering the ſad In 
ſtances of my former Weakneſs, and the 


Vigilance and ſubtle Malice of my Greatf & 


Adverſary, I again implore the Succour off 
Divine Grace, to keep it for ever in tha 
rpoſe of my Heart, that it may be as th 
- Laws of the Medes and Perſians, never to be + 
© . reverſed. I have given up my Name to bg II 


Thine; O put thy fear into my Heart, that 


may never depart from Thee! Imprint thy. 
Laws upon my Heart, that my Obedienc 


may be uniform and univerſal, unwaver 


rable and near a Relation to Thee! I an 


Thee, who giveſt liberally to All, with 

Deſert, and upbraideſt not, with preſent Un 

- worthineſs, or former Faults. O lead 
not into Temptation, but deliver mefrom Evi 


Stand by and ſtrengthen me in the Hoi 


of Trial, leſt l forget my Vows, and de: 

thee. O that my Soul may never dra 
back, leſt Thine have no Pleaſure in 
I can ſerve no better Maſter; O let mit 


Ears be bored to the Door of thine Hou 


as the Token and Aſſurance of my bei 
thy Servant unto Death. I koow tis 
Duty, 1 am ſenſible tis my Privilege at 

. . Honou 
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Honour; I am convinc'd, that tis my In- 


"aft, as es 
and the faithful keeping of thy Command ments. 


That when ſo many Frofeſſors make Ships 
wrack of Faith and a good Conſcience, 


for a little while, the ſaving my Body from 
Suffering, or my Life from Violence, or what- 


Am, is All of theſe any Way conſiderable, 


9 e n * * 
” wager - 
* 
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tereſt and Felicity; my Soul, my Life, m y 


preſent and everlaſting Welfgre, and Al de- 1 I | | 
pends upon it, that thou ſhouldeſt be 17 _ 


God for ever : O conduct me by thy Holy 
Spirit of Grace, that I may walk, and 
heartily conſented he ſhould 
thy Love, 


a h 1 | | 
be ſo; and diretF my Heart into 


and diſcredit the Religion of my Lord, by 
their ſhameful Falls, thou may'ſt make me 
to ſtand, and improve the Warning of their 
Examples to walk humbly; and while I 
Having thus ſurrendred my ſelf to God, 
what is there, O my Soul! that is ever like 
to prevail with me to go back; and revolt 
from him ? Is the Gratification of a Luut, Wil 
the ſecuring of an Effate, Compliance with Wi 
a Friend, the pleaſing of a Superior, living . 

in Eaſe, and Honour, and outward Proſptrity 


ever elle be the Motive of my Unfaithful- 
neſs to God, and Apoſtacy from him? Is 


compared with the Bleſſedneſs of having God 

to be my God? For thereby | have the For- 

giveneſs of all 1 and the An. 
I: Sf Ss 0 
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of his Favour; the Certainty of preſent 
Protection, and Proviſion; all Creatures 
reconciled to me, and to be employed for 
my Good, as the Friend of God; All 
Things to work together for my Advan- 
tape; and by the Evidence ot my Adopti- 
on, a well. grounded Hope of Eternal Life. 
God, a my Sun and Shield will give * 
and Glory, and witbold #6 good Thing. 
Funſpeakably Comprehenfive are the brivi. 
leges of fo near a Relation to God in Chriſt, 
O hap ppy are the People who are in ſuch 4 
Caſe! "Bleſſed are the 2 8 whoſe God. is 
the Lord. | 
Do I reſolve to abide by my Choice, and 
20 truſt in Chriſt for Perſevering Grace! 
And ſhall J not, onght I not to take Comfort 
An it? Shall I not give God the Glory of 
- his infinite Gooaneſs, by adhering to him, 
and. rejoycing in him, notwirhſtanding al 
Temptations to the contrary.? Caſting all 
_ Care upon him, and quieting my ſelf 
the All- ſufficiency of my Heavenly Fa- 
ther; having a God in Covenant, who wil 
ſupply all my Wants, and take Care of me, 
as his own? Shall I not give him the Glory 
of his Truth and Power, by truſting him in 
evxery Condition? By Confidence in his 
Promiſe, Dependanee on his Word, Faith 
fulneſs to his Intereſt,” and Conftancy i 


bis Service to the End : 2 1s it not a molly 
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fone encouraging Thought, That Ge doth nie= 
cores fl abandon any, who do not firit forſale 
d for n? And after ſuch ſtrict Engagements, as 
Au have laid upon my ſelf, ſhall 1 ever ſtrike 
dvan- the fatal Stroke wich my own Hand? Shall 
Jopti- I be off and on, fay and unſay, promiſe 
Life. and retract ? And after I have proceeded 
„dus far, ſhall I forſake the Fountain of 
Living Waters, and turn again to broken 
Privi I OE NE 
eg After I bave-examin'd my ſelf, conſi- 
hriſt. * 2 . 
ſuch a der'd my Ways, conteſs d my Sins, and upon 
Ds ſcrions Deliberation am come to a Reſolve - 

Isanud in Purſuance of it, have devoted my, 
e, and ſelf with ſuch Solemnity to be the Lords 
race! 
'ornfort 
ory of 
o him, 


Grace 
. 80 


— 
= 


ſhaY 1 ever after this, forſale Him, and my 
own Mercies,, and lightly eſteem the Rock, of 
my Salvation? Now I have learn'd, in ſome 
Meaſure, what Sin is, by the Sorrows and 
ing al Anguiſh of an Hearty Repentance ; now [ 
ing all have diſcover'd ſo much of the Snares and” 
ny felf Devices of Satan, whereby 1 have former- 
19 Fal h been betray'd 3, now 1 am ſenſible of the 
no will dangerous and powerful Influence and Iufe- 
ction of bad Company; the Treachery of 
fieſhly Luſts; the bewitching Temptations 
of the World and have taſted a little, by 
my own Experience of the Pleaſantneſs 
of Wiſdom's Paths, the Peace and Satis- 
faction of Devoredneſs to God, by the pre- 
ſent Rewards of a calm Conſcience, the 


: 1 ö N * 
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Communications of Divine Grace, and the 
Encouragemeat of an Holy Hope, &c. and 
am perſwaded of the Stability of his Word, 
and the Certainty ef Eternal Life to all 
who continue in Well-doing; ſhall I after 


all this, ever break with God again? Shall. 


I ever cancel this Engagement? violate this 
my Vow? aud falſify ſo many repeated 
Promiſes and Reſolutions? 15 


Oh that his Power may reſt upon me! and 
his Grace work in me, both to will and to 


do! that this God may be my God for ever, and 
Guide unto Death. Let me never re- aſſume 


' this Gift and Surrender of my ſelf, or de- 


fraud God of his Right and Propriety. Hi. 


| oo Him; vüng all have for him; being 


willing be ſhould do what be Lf with his 


- 


| ens, and er man, diſpoſe of me, and 
of all that any Way! 
em good in bis Eyes. I am Thinez O Lord, 


| fave me. Command me my Work, ap- 


point me my Duty, direct my Station, or- 


der my Condition. Let me be Thine, tho 
employed in the meaneſt Service, and the 


| moſt laber ious Self-denying Work. Tho? I 
! ſhould be but a Door-keeper in thine Houſe, 
dn Hewer of Wood, or a Drawer of Mater; 
FPho' l muſt pinch the Fleſn, and ſwim agaiaſt 
the Tid 


4 hm 1 wil ſerve: Living wholly to f'ty 


ay belongs to me, «s ſhall. 


and renounce what before I va- 


| hay 
Preſe 
Vanit 
loy c 


Ithe C 


devot 
Portic 
Fortif 
rors, 
flict, 
the Cy 


and c: 


the L 


Je walked before thee in mine Integrity ; that 


Joyce in Hope, and fay, Lord Jeſas, Rem Wl 


II have waited for thy Salvation. 


Itas the beſt E 


Freſence, than in the Pleaſures of Sin and 


Joy of my Heart; I took no Delight in 


portion with them in the other World! 


Fad carry me through the dark Valley, at 
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By this Means, when I come to die, _— 
(if God ſhould add more Tears to the lit- Ul 
tle Number I have paſt, beſides this I have 
now begun) I may be able to ſay, with 
upright Hezekiab, Remember Lord, bow I 


in the Face of Death and the Grave, in 4 
the View of another World, and the near 
proſpect of Eternity, I may be able to Re- 


ceive my Spirit. Thou art my Saviour, and 
I have _ Wi 
ſought Thee with my whole Heart; I have 
choſen. thy Favour, rather than World. 
ly Grandieur and Proſperity ; I have prized Ml 
thy Love, and endea Four d to obey Thee. i 
xpreſſion of - my own) tho a 
with mahy Imperfections, which I bewail; 
have delighted more in thy Service and 


Vanity; thy Teſtimonies have been the 


devoted to Thee; O let me not have my 


Fortify me now againſt the King of Ter- 
rors, ſtrengthen me in this my laſt Con- 
flict, enable me to triumph over Death, by 
the Croſs of Chriſt (my victorious Redeemer) 


the Divorce of Soul and Body; and grant 
© 4 —_ me 


hs. 


222 e fle ; 
me an abundant Entrance into thine Hea- 


F may then ſee 


no ſuffer jme to fall into it? Oh * 


. 
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venly Kingdom; Let me be numbred 


among thy Choſen, and my Body wait in 


Hope, till: the General Reſurrection, that 


* 


Thee for erer. 


I pave up my ſelf to Thee, and do not 


repent my Choice; acknowledge me. now 
for Thize- and do not loſe that which is 


thy: ow] n. Lor Jeſks 1 Thou haſf paid 
my Ranſom, to del Iver me from Satan, 
and from Eternal Wrath; Oh do not now 


reject me, and caſt me off. Is it not thine 


Office and Covenant, to ſave thoſe that 


Truſt in Thee? Oh remember thy Word 


unto thy Servant, wherein thou haſt cau- 


ſed me to Hope, when Iventurd my Sal- 
vation on thy Promiſe, and truſted to thy 
Gracious Word for Eternal Life. TH 
Love hath already overcome the greateſt 


Impediments of my Salvation. Fis as eaſy 


now to receive me asita Love me. Thou 


bad prepared, Glory for 6h. R2dcmed | 


ones; and has did me believingly to fol- 
low ther, and wait for Thy Salvation. Thou 
haſt begotten me to à lively Hope, by the 
Incorruptible Seed of the Word; Let me 
not now be depriv'd of the Inheritance. 
Can that Love that pitied me in my Blood, 
and fetch'd mie from the Gates of Hell, 


thy Glory, ad dell with 
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Mercy, with Everlaſting Mercy. 


By voluntary Conſens. and Choice, thou 
art my God; and thy Preſence in Heaven, 


my ultimate Felicity; I have truſted to thy 


Gracious Promiſe, - to prepare me for it, 
and bring me to it; O fulfil thy Word uno 


* FP 


n 


thy Grace, and perfect thy Preparatory 


>. 


© 


thy Servant, wherein thou haſt cauſed me to 


hope; and mercifully receive my departing; 


Soul, that ſeeks Thee, that loves Thee, * 
that breaths after Thee, and deſires no- 
thing but to knew Thee better, and love 


form'd to thine Image, and live always in 


* 


thy Bleſſed Preſence. Thou haſt called me 


and pleaſe, and honour: Thee; Oh receive 


a | me tothe Fulneſs of thy. Love, and Grace, 
and preſent me faultleſs before the Preſence: 
of thy Glory, with:excetding Joy. Amen. 
Holy Father, be it unto me according. ta thy 


Word; through the Merits and Interceſſion of 


Faithful and 
Promiſes are Yea and Amn. 


ab 


— 
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out of the World, plac'd thine Image upon 
me, enabled me to make it my. Buſineſs, -- - Wil 
though with many Imperfections, to ſerve, Wl 


ny All- ſaſſicient ; Saviour, . Jeſu 4 Chri 15 t be: 
True Witneſs, in wham ail thy © 
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Thankſ; iving to God for bis Innumerable 
Benefits and Mercies, particularly in the. Gra 
Tear paſt; with ſome. Direction aud Ad- % 
| r 4. : WThe 
TOW precious and delightful are the Vit! 
1 Thoughts ef thy Benefits! O Lord, ¶ vith 
hom great is the Sum of them! Should I count | H 
them, they are more in Number than the: | whe 
Stars. Shall I not obſerve. and conſider 
them? maintain a grateful Senſe of them, || and 
and publickly acknowledge them on all Oc- 
= cafions? that I may bleſs the Lord at all Times, 
ad his Praiſe be continnally in my Mouth. 
More eſpecially ſhould I conclude and begin 
the Year, with ſolemn Praiſes to my Great 
BenefaQor and Preſerver. I ought to be- 
| ginandcloſe every Day with it, thereby 10 
maile the out-goings of the Morning and the 
Evening to rejoyco in God, Every Lear, every 
Day, every Hour, every Moment offers me 
an Occaſion to Praiſe him; becauſe he is 
every Minute gracious, and hath been ſo 
ever ſince he gave me my Being. 
Almoſt one half of my Time hath been 
ſpent in Sleep, when l remember not God, 
nor my ſelf; yet doth He, who never flum- 
bers nor fleeps, remember me in Me 


rey, and 


ws” <A> * =>: * = r 1 4 Fo a 3 * , 
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cher me for good. Vea, though in 
the other half, by Day, I have forgoreen' 
him in a worſe Senſe, by caſting off his Fear, 


and not remembring that his Holy Eye is 
opon me, Yet hath he not forgotten to be 


Gracious. Therefore & I wi — the Name 
of God with a Song, and will 2 


vith an Ox or Bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 


He Hach prolonged my Life this laſt Tear, 
when ſo many others of bis more uſeful 
Servants hive been remov'd by Death; 
and given me fatther Time and Space to 
Reperit, when Multitudes have been ſur- 
priz d in their Impenitence. Yea, it was” 


He who formed me in the Womb, and 

ought me fately into thi World, dy 
_ S Providence have hitherto been 
ſupplied: In Him I live and move, and con" 


tmually exift : To his undeſerv'd Goodneſs : 


lam beholding for. all the Good of any 
Kind which | ever enjoy'd © To his Bounty 


| am indebted for all that 1 now have; 1 


and muſt depend e it, for W 
can hereafter expect. , 


Through anfancy and Chitthood he was 


Ipleas'd to preſervè me; favouring me with 


many Advantages in my Birth and EAura- 


him with 
ant giving, and never forget hit Benefits. 
With which Sacrifice be is better pleaſed, than 


tion; Erica ok "a a — Live- 
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. nx Bd Places of Abode, Ge. 
more advantageouſly than he hath done for 
Thouſunds; affording me many Helps for 
the Improvement of my Mind, and the En- 
ereaſe of Knox ledge; and preventing my 
Neceſſities, and even my Deſires, with num- 
berleſs Bleſſings, which I never ſo much 


as ask'd — * 8 hath cauſed ſeveral of 
my Relations to yield me Comfort, Whey 


they might have. been ſore Afflictions. He 
bath raiſed up Strangers to befriend me, a 
ſhew- me Kindneſs... How many Favours 
have I receivid from God, by the Inſtru- 
mentality of other Alen? to whom God 
Baye the Will and the Power, the Oppor- 
rugity, and the Inclination? 


How often hath he deliver my Soul from 


Death, mine Eyes from Tears, and my Feet 
from falling, by ſeaſonahle Preſervations ? & 
that I do yet wall before him in the Lai of 
zbe-living. He hath reſcu'd me from the 
' Briak-of many a Precipice, which through 
Ignorance or b did not ap- 
prehend or fear. When knew not which 
Way to turn, he hath made my Path pla, 
Under ſiuking Pi ſappoint ment on ie hath com- 
manded Succour; and been preſent Help in 
the Time of Trouble. In great een 
Eye hath been my Guide, and his own Arm 


* ln Salvation: n be by the 


8 the ec my, 


Nm . 


very great, and other wile unſuſpeted Dan- 
Relief and Deliverance, -- 


Chearful Obedience to him. 


Meer abs Bleſſings of the Earth, the Dew and 
the Deep? and more eſpecially, or the Good. 


better Things, 


Heut. E vir 13, N 


„ Time. and "Eternity. J. 


Order, and giving unuſùal Intimations of * 


gers; or ſending. 
by ſuch ſmall, unlikely, and ee 
Means, as carried the Name of God viſibiy 


2 2 


engraven on them, Innumerable Calami- 
tier he ſaves: me from, which others groan 
N under; and as many Bleſſings am l favour'd' * 
are deſtitute. He © 
ſpreads my Table, and fills. my Cup, and * 
gives me all Things richly to enjoy, When ma- 
by Excellent Perſons, of whom the World 


with, whereof they 


is not worthy, are fed with the Bread of 


Alfliction, mand. the Water of Aſſickion. y « + 2 


thers have only Neceſſarĩes, or but few . 


Conveniences, in Compariſon with the plen- . 1 


tifal Provifions God hath. made for my 


Praiſe him: for & the precious Things. of 


will of him who dwelt in the Buſh, to ſrnify - 
and, ſweeten all: Whereby common Mer- 
cies become the Pledge and Fore-runner of 


the Seed of Peace, and Joy, and Rig Freoul- 


neſs, and Praiſe; by Reaſon: of hy Blcflin af 4 


on all chat nal which otherwiſe a ou 
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e his Holy Angels, obeying his Li ] 
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as the Fruit of his Special 
Kindneſs, the Wirneſs of: bis Truth, and 
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 Intemix'd with a Curſe. + 


5 Eanty of every Day, in the midſt of how 
many Difficulties and Bangers have I felt 
s the 


ces, and at all Times. 

He hath prolonged my Health, or made 
my Bed in Sickaeſs. He hath often granted 
the Deſires of my Heart, whenever it was 


tage. From hour many Miſchiefs hath he 
avid me, by ſuch Things as I deprecated, 
and would have hinder'd? How many 


Heard my Oy in the Day 

Feet in a large Place,” 
me for my Prof: His Rod and his Staff 
have "comforted me: He hath ſpoken com- 
iction 


fortably to me in the Wilderneſs. Af 
hath been uſeful and neceſſary Phyſickzmade 


of Adverfity, 


Thankſgiving n wy 2 J make known his mas uct 
L Pal. Se wer 1 1. | "Lt T3 oy 111 


ore 2 ty and'a Temptation, and be 


And beſides the ordinary and eber I 


Obligations of dis Preſerving Mer- 
cy? abroad and at home; in Foreign Coun- 
tries, as well as my own; in the midſt of 
- Enenti ies, and among kriends; in all Pla- 


for his Glory; and contrad ited my Wiſhes, 
and diſappointed my Endeavours, in other 
W Inſtances, when it was more to my Advan- 


Evils hath he turned for Good? He bath © 


rd ſet 
He hath chaſter'd d 


an Inſtrument of Virtue, and ſo a Token of 
his Love. Therefore * I will ſing of the Mer 
cy of the Lord for euer, and with the Voice if 


1%½%, how wiſely 
Inefits? With what Tenderneſs and Kind- 


all, in 8 "of ſo much Rindneſs, but 


He hath WM pu conducted me by his! * 
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0 0 Wi ſdom, guided me by his Providence, and 


the Agel of hit Preſence hath directed my 
path, and order'd all my Goings. He 
hath” been a Cloud to me by Day, 


and comforted me in all my Sadneſſes: 


His powerful and gracious Preſence hath 


been my conſtant Guard; and his Sove- 
reign Never - failing Goodneſs hath compaſt 
me about with Mercy on every Side. For 
which, O moſt Merciful Pacher, my Soul 


Bind all that fs witim me ' deſires to ſpeak rby 
" BPraiſe, 


The advantageous Clrcumſtancts of i many 
Divine Favours do raiſe their Value, and de- 
ſerve to be particularly. obſerv'd and ac- 
knowledged. How ſuitably, how ſeaſona- 
hath he nfs his Be- 


neſs? With what Freedom and Readinęſs? 
Ofckis on Bounty and Good- will, withonr 
any Neceſſity, or Obligation on his Part; 
without any Deſert, and ſometimes with £1 
out ſo”-much as a Prayer on mine. And 


what is more, notwithſtanding my Ingrati- 
tude and Forgetfulneſs of Him, and great 


— heightened by the Abuſe of 
ſo mach Mercy; demanding nothing, after 


my 


and a, »* BY 17 | 
Jeillar of Fire by Night: He hath helpet if 
Ime in my Straits, and fapply'd my Wants, 


my Arcept ance of his Love, and gtateful 
= Senſe of his Goodneſs, and the ſweeteſt 
aud molt reaſonable Expreſſions of it, by 
= -Thankful Obedience. | 8 5 


i® . _ More eſpecially would 1 bleſs the Lord, 
for enlighening my Mind in the Great My- 
ſteries of Religion; diſpoling in wonderful 
*& Wiſdom the ſeveral Means and Methods, 
whereby he brought me to the Knowledpe of 
the Truth, by Parents, Miniſters, Friends, 
Acquaintance, Books, Afflictions, &c. Be- 
= glnning with me in Childhood, awakening 
and cultivating the inbred Notions of God, 
and Natural Religion, of Good and Evil, 
= . Rewards and Puniſnments; by the careful 
lnſtructions of Parents, or others con- 
cern'd in my Education; giving me the 
Advantage of Good Examples, Counſels, 
and Encouragements. to know and do 
well; with more Aſſiſtance, and leſs, Hin- 
drances and Diverſions, than to many 
others. Particular ly, for the Excellent Pri- 
vilege, and. Ineſtimable Bleſſiug of his Holy 
Mord aud Sacraments; the Liberty of the 
Chriſtian Religion in the Purity of it, in 
moſt of theſe Places, where God has been 
pleas'd to caſt my Lot. Cauſing me to lay 
dA4omn in green Paſtures, and leading me beſide” 
te fill Matert: lnſtructing me in the Re- 
velation of bis Will and- Grace by Jeſus 
Cirifi.c Acquainiting me wich the ſublime” 


* 
Prin 
*- ; a 

* 


o 
* w— * . . 
+ 1 — 
* * . 8 * j * 


05 Tie 21 Bab. | "ah. 


ateful principles and Articles, Precepts and e 
ceteſt ¶ promiſes and Hopes of the: Gone? in Or- 
it, by ger to Eternal Lifſmme. _ 
© | 1blefs Thee, ©: Lathe and ſhall for ever 
Lord, 40 ſo, that with any or all theſe Advan- 
t My- tages and Helps, thy Holy Spirit hath abe 
der ful me to know the Truth as. it is in Jeſus, hear- 
hods, I tily ro believe and obey it: | That by thy. 
age of Grace 1;have-been convinc'd: of Sin, and 
ends, brought to Repentance; ſnewing me the 
Be- Neceſſity. of a Saviour, to make my Peace 
ening J with Thee, the All- ſuſfciency of his Grace, 
God, the Fulneſs of his Merit, the Freeneſs of his 
Evil, Love, and his Readineſs to receive me to 
reful Mercy, inviting and calling me to it, and 
on, enabling me to accept his gracious Invita- 
the tion, and obey: his compaſſionate Call, ma- 
* king me willing by a Powerful and Viorious 1 
do Grace, drawing. me with Cords of of Love, | | . 
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bun, | and fo effeQually perſwading me to con- 


Pe ſent to thy Covenant, and comply: with thy: 


1 55 on the gracidus Terins of the Gol- 
"Bleſſed: be: the: Ga. and Father of o Þ} 

pag Jeſus Chriſt, who. rbrough his abundant — 

Merry hath begotten me again to a lively Hope: Þ 

having humbled my proud Heart, and con- 

quer'd the Perverſeneſs of my ſtubbora _ 

Will, and brought my Soul to an entire 

Subjection to himſelf: Who teok Pity on 

me, when he {aw+ me in my Blood, ſpread © 

| his Skirt over me, call a Mantle upon my 

N . Naked- = 
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| * was leaping Blindfold into * pit of De- 
ſtruction; who healed my Soul, when {i 
was fick unto Death ; who reſcu'd and re- 


| | .cover'd me from the Slavery of the Devil, 


when l was led Captive by him at his Will. 


Fhall not a ranſom'd, redeemed Slave, be 


; ; thankful to his Deliverer ? Shall not a mi- 


ſerable undone Sinner, who is received to 


Mercy, be thankful for a Pardon ? Awake, 
O my Soul! and utter a Song of Praiſe to 
him, * who forgiveth all thine Iniquities, and 
bealeth all thy Diſeaſes; who redeemerh thy Life 


i Hath 
renewed Image 
his Son? his 

ſuch a wretched Creatui® 


957 indueſs, and tender Mercies, 


and Likeneſs ? 


Inheritance, thy Friend and thy Phyſician, 


thy Sun — thy Shield, and thine exceed- 


ing great Reward ? and ſhall not my Soul 


ſpeak aloud his Praiſe ? Hath he been 


7 merciful to my Unrighteouſneſs, and blotted 
_ out my Sins s Hath he gathered: me with his 


j © Arm and carried me in big . Hath he 


l 105 3. T. 14. = been 


(thy Soul) from Deſtruction, and crowneth rhee | 


made _ Partaker of his own: 

given thee Þþ 
7 his Spirit? and taken 
- into ſo near a Re- 
lation to Himſelf; and promiſed to de toy. 
God and Guide, thy Portien and thine 


WW Pay , waſh'd me from my Sins, and Ne 
put 'his own Comelineſs upon me by San- 
= CGifications Who open'd my Eyes when! 


fulne 


Jan) 


are 1 
any « 
ing t 
| tha 
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a Me 
joyce 
or ar 
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ny. many Errors and Deluſions, by Which others 
ine are teduced ; for enabling me to improre 


Pt juſtice ſtopd, and the condemning Sen- 


aging Grace, thou haſt kept me fram ,-. 
_ iy ſcandalous and prefumptacns Crimes. 1 
yn thank thee, for making the Sins of Other 


Ifalneſs; for preſerving my Judgment from 


Fog me in any Thing uſeful to others: yea, 


IOriſtians; for all the Gifts and Graces, aud 


Joyce; for any Support and Comfort to me, 


tor thy Names Sake. 


Ly ER Og Tel 
* * 4 N 


„ 1 * * ( 0 ” . * . * 
At” Ja 9 2 * 4% 85 25 * W iy . * 5 ; * 
— e * | # + { -4 
+ a : \ \ 
i 8 n £83 6” 4 — wel . 8 H 
8 ; 


On Ti 
Deen my Saviour and Redeemer, adopteel 
ne into his Family, and premis'd to make 
e Bleſſed in his Glory, with the Holy An= Tm 
gels? The Curſe being removed, and the JI 
and-Writing againſt me cancell'd, 'the Jl 
Price paid, the Breach made up, the Mouth JI 


3 a 7 


tence of the Law exchang'd for a gracious . 
pardon, through the Sacrifice of my Blaſe!t! 
Lrd Jeſus and ſhall 1 not praiſe his In- 
omprehenſible Love and Grace??? 
like wiſe thank thee, moſt Holy Father 
or ſaving me from Guilt and Ruin, when aſ- 
faulted by powerful and dangerous Tempra 
nt that by preventing Mercy, or Rè- 


Warning and a Caution to Ade; an Argu- 
ent to Humility, and a Motive to Watch - 


* 
* 


any Opportunities of doing good, and ma- 
| thank thee for all thy Mercies to ohen | 


Uſefulneſs of any of thy Servancs,wherein as Js 
Member of the ſame Body, I deſire to re: 


or any of them, under honourable 3 
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234 Serious RefleFions” , 
I deſire unfeignedly to bleſs Thee, for 
any Snccour, Relief and Victory, with Re- 
f,pect to the Snares and Buffetings of Satan, 
and the vileſt of his Temprations. When he 
hath tempted me. to Apoſtacy, and Infide- 
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lity, in Speculation or Practice; to queſtion 


the Truth of the Holy Scriptures, and the 
Life to come; to doubt of the Foundations 


of the Chriſtian Faith, or to deſpair of the 
Mercy of God, and give up the Reins to 


| Senſual Luſt; or to draw me from God, 
by the Love of the World, and the Praiſe 
of Men, by Evil Company, Intemperance, 


ſecret: Wickedneſs, &c. 


by Infinite Goodneſs recovering me after 
great Falls, enabling 


vour, that thou may ſt heal my Bacłſtidings; 


giving me in Order to it, a deep Senſe of my 
on Sin, and of thy Sovereign Grace; lead - 


ing me to a Saviour whoſe Blood cleauſerh 


ſo much needed its pardoning and cleanſing 
Virtue; awakening me to make holy Vom, 


rit, and Providence, to per form them. 
I bleſs thee who haſt guided my Feet in- 
to the Way of Peace, when by the Ferrors of 


atraccuſing Conſcience, and the Senſe of 1 


3 digg ms back from any of myWanarirgs, aud 


ms to return when 1 
bad gone aſtray, and ſeek thy forfeited Fa- 


from all Sin, when my guilty, defiled Soul 


and calling upon me by thy Word, and Spi- 


e, for 


th Re- 


Satan, 
hen he 
[afide- 
teſtion 
ad the 
lations 
of the 
eins to 
God, 
Praiſe 
rance, 


Ir cal- 
5; and 
after 
vhen ! 
d Fa- 
dings; 
of my 
ö lead- 
zuſeth 
1 Soul. 
anſing 
Vom. 
d Spi- 
241 
et in- 
ors of 
npar- 


don'd 
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that tho? thou didſt moſt juſtly hidethy Face 


at any Time, it was but for a little while, 
but didſt ſeaſonably, and in Mercy return, 


to wipe off my Tears, reſtore the Joy of thy 
Salvation, and chaſe away the Clouds and 


Darkneſs on my Spirit, by thereviving Pre- 


ſence of thy own. Thou who art the Author, 


wilt be the Finiſher of my Faith; and there- 


fore tho? thou haſt viſited mine Iniquities 
with a Fatherly Rod, yet %% loving Kindneſs 


thou haſt not taken from me, or ſuffer d thy Faith- 
Aulneſs to fail, or thy Covenant oj 
moved; but haſt refreſhed me with hidden 


of Peace to be re- 


Manna, after great Perplexities, ſaying unto 


my Soul, I am God, and even thy God. Thou 


haſt made me to hear thy Voice, which was 


ſweet; and to taſt hy Love; which is better 
than Wine; enabling me to ſay with thine 


Apoſtle Thomas, my Lord and my God; and 


ſince, in publick or private Duties. 


For all theſe Innumerable Mercies I deſire 


to Praiſe Thee, which yet are but in Order 
to greater; I hope, in Order to Everlaſting 
Kindneſs in Heaven, Theſe are but the Taſt 
and Earneſt of what thou wilt beſtow here- 
after. Oh how preat is the Goodneſs that he hath 


laid up for thoſe that fear him! And now Lord ol Ki 
what wait I for? my Hope is even in thee. 1 4 


thank 


don'd Sin, and the Apprehenſions of thy i 
deſerved' Wrath, I was ready to Deſpair: 1 


| 
to have had ſome Communion with Thee 


* * 
1 


2 
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thank thee, who haſt thus put it into my 

| _ Heart, to render thee ſolemn Praiſe, and 
N once more to renew my Covenant with thee. 
1 will magnify the Lord, and my Spirit ſhall 

rejeyce in God my Saviour. Return untot 

Reſt, O my Soul, for the Lord bath dealt boun- 

_ tifully with me. (a) While I live, I will praiſe 
| .tbee, and ſing Praiſes anto my God, while Ibave 

4 Being. Whcome and behold the Works of the 
Tord, what he hath done fon my Soul ! The Lord 
= .liveth; (b) Bleſſed be my Rock, and let the God 
of my Salvation be exalted. Pry uy, Heart be 
. glad, and my Glory rejeyce, for the Lord is nt 
bann op rs fork God. Thanks be to God, 
who hath cauſed me to triumph in Chrift Jeſus, 

| © Sing unto the Lord, O ye his Saints, and give 
Thanks at the Remembrance of his Holineſs ! 
8 (c) Icried unto Thee, and thou hat healed apd 
ſau d me: I will give Thanks to Thee for ever. 

(d) Y em ferth thy loving-kindneſs in the 
Morning, and thy Faithfulneſs every N ight. For 
the Lord is Good, bis Mercy is Everlaſting, and 
his Truth endures throughout all Generati- 

ons. O emer into his Gates with Thaukſgiving, 

and his Courts with Fraiſe : Be thankful ume 
him, and beſs his Name. Bleſs the Lord, all 

ye his Works, in. all Places of his Dominions: 
. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul. LI 
(a) Pſal. 104. 33. (b) Pſal. . Pal. 30. 

(0 . 440" "gg * a Fe 46 : (<) 10 My 
Ne Let 
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afterwards found the Comfort and Advan- 


tage of being able to have Recourſe to ſuch 
Papers. This Practice | recommend as what 
hath been uſeful and conſolatory to divers 
Chriſtians for many Years afterwards; and 
to ſome others of their more intimate 
Friends, to whom they might, without Va- 


nity, be imparted. What Experiences might 


be recorded, of ſignal Returns to Prayer, 
and ſeaſonable Manifeſtations of the Truth, 


and Goodneſs, and Wiſdom of God, if all 
the Inſtances thereof were duly recollected 
and. preſerv'd ! And how ſweet, and plea- 
ſant would the Wark of Prayer and Praiſe 


And have | 


On Time and Eternity, 237 
Let me add, for a Concluſion, That the 14 
particular Deliverances, Supports and Con- 
ſolations, which at any Time God hath given 
in Cafes of great Exigence, or in Anſwer to | Wai 
-importunate Prayer, ought nevero be for- 
gotten. Many experĩenc'd Chriſtians have - 
been wont to write down ſuch remarkable 
Appearancesof God for beg üg the par- 
'ticular Circumſtances that did recommend 
and enhance the Mercy (whether Spiritual 
| or Temporal) as an Encouragement to truſt 
in God in future Difficulties. 


then be! With what rejoycing, and Delight 


| ſhould we ſer about it, and live in it, if the 
_ conſtraining Goodneſs and Love of God, 


and a thankful Senſe of his unſpeakable Mer- 
cies did bring us to him, and indict and ani- 
x» mare 


Fa 
UF 


- 


238 e ebe, | 
mate every Word! What Support and Com- 
fort, and prebable Hopes (at leaſt) of the ſpe- © 
Cisl Love of God might we derive from the 
various Paſſages of his Compafſion and Kind- 
neſs! And hereby we may be able more 
1 heartily to give him Thanks, for Pardon, San- 
EA fcation, and Adoption, which we common- 
ks: * mention with too tnuch Doubt and Fear. 
It may likewiſe be adviſeable to examine 
f and record the Work ings of your omn Spirit, 


| under ſuch Diſpenſations: What Thoughts 


you then had of God? What Acts of Faith, 
Love, and Thankfulneſs, you did then mani- 
feſt? What Evidences of God's Favour, and 
what Diſcovery of your own Sincerity you 
have had at ſuch Times? : When, and how, 
and by what Means you were cur'd: of your] 
_ uncomfortable Uabelief, and rais'd from 
your Deſpondency? What Promiſes you had 
-Recourſe to, for Relief? What Contderati- 
ons were moſt helpful to you ? What Frame 
of Spirit you kept up in Prayer, before and 
after? What Reſolutions and Engagements If 
you made to God, to love, and truſt, and 
praiſe and ſerve bim, and give up all to 


| © | this Diſpoſe for the Future? And what con- ng 


- - ſequent Obligation may be inferr'd from I) 
thence, to acquieſce in the Will of God, and 
reſign ourſelves entire to him, ſaying, 7 is 
God is our God for ever, and He wil 
; be our Guide unto e 62 
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DIS oy oy 1 2 ITY 
From what Time the Jews reckon'd the 


was to be accounted * the beginning of Months; 
(it anſwers to the latter End of our March, and 


count, The Computation of Years till then, 


oning from March. Therefore the Paſſover kept 


EPLNNINg 
of their Year : Of the Difference — 5 Sa - 
cred and Civil Account. The Feaſt of Trumpets _ 

on the Firſt Day of the Near: Its Inſtitution, 
Nature and Deſign : Ihe Traditions ang, Cuſtoms © 


of the Jews reſpeting that Day. * 
Pon the Deliverance of the 2 out of I 
NI. the firſt Month which began with 
the New Moon, next to the Vernal Equinox,” 
«i 


the beginning of April, and is ſometimes called © 
Niſan, and ſometimes Abib.) It was ordinarily, ' 
after that Deliverance, reckon'd the Fir# Month 
ot the Year, in their Sacred, or Eecleſiaſticnl Ac- 


from the Creation of the World, was from 7 ri | 
or September, T as the beginning of Years; but 
now they are commanded to begin their Reck- 


in this Month, is ſaid to be obſerv'd in the Firſt - 
Month : And the Feaſt of Purim, which was 


_—— 4 Py FR 2 
* * c— 2 


3 
* 


r 
+ I8htfoot, Vol: II. p. 1322. Biſhop Patrick's 
Comment, upon Exod. 12. 2, and Chap. 23. 16. 


oo =” kept 


2 | The Appendix. 
kept in our February, is ſaid to be in the [nf 


Month, that is, of the Sacred Year.” A Period - 
ſo remarkable and extraordinary, as that was to 
the Jews, deſerved very well to be particularly 
zemembred and taken notice of; and might 
Juſtly be accounted. the Fir#, or Chiefeſt of their 
Months, And by comparing Exod. 12. 41. with 
Gal. 3. 17. it may be concluded, that Abraham 
receiv d the Promiſe on the Fifteenth Day of 
this Month: And tis computed, that about 
the fame Time of the Year Iſaac was born; and 
a aberngele atterwards eretted in the Wildet- 
Neis. „„ FP | 
As the Redemption of Iſrael, from their Bondage 
in Egypt, Was but a Type of a more glorious one 
by the Meſiah, he was pleas'd to ſuffer Death in 
This Moffith, John 18. 28. According to this 
Computation, the Month Tri (which began with 
the firſt New Moon next to the Autumnal Equi- 
nox) 15 often called the Serenth Aonth ; but was 
| . Rot ſo accounted beforè the Deliverance of If- 
„ iel out of Egypt. As to Civil and Political | 
Affairs, it was for the moſt part reckon'd the 
Firſt Month of the Lear; on this Account, in 
mis Month Tri, (which anſwers to part of 
Out September, and part of October) on the Fit- 
teenth Day of the Month, was the Feaſt of Tu- 
bernacles, when the F Fruits of the Earth were 


— — — 
r 
« # 


* Beidegeri Hit, Patriarch, Tom. 1. Diſſ. 12. 5. 


ano, 
Ju al 


2 2. de Auus Patrzarcharum. | 
. f Exod. 23. 15, 16. See Ger. I. Voſſii Tſag. 
' Chronol. diflert. 2. Scaliger de Emend. Temp, Ly- 
giat de variis Annorum foruis, Selden de Ann. 
Cirili ret, Jud. Joel 2. 23. 1 King. 8. 2. Light. 
toot Hore in Mat. 2. 1. Fr. Spanbemii F. Introt. 
4d Chronol. & Hiſt. Sacram. 4to. p. 16, 275 c. 
4. Mayeri Diatribe de Feſtis Jud. 8vo. c. 3. 
. | 8 gather'd 


* 


tower, 
des at 
ity te 
(Ommg 
PoLn 
t Our 
lilo tc 


* [of 


1 in, and is ſaid to be i 
2 


nox, Or the Spting. And the AZ yptiensare al- 
ledged as keeping the great Feſtival of 4ries, or 


of the New Year, when the Sun enters into fries. 
Eut however uncertain that be, and diſiault to 


determine it, yet the Jem: eckon to have been 
in Autunm, the Creation of the World, the Birtn 
of the firſt Patriarchs, the Reparation af the 
Tables of the Law, the Dedicatiun of the Tem- 
ple, the Three Great Solemn Feaſts of the Be- 
ginning of the Lear, and other Remarkable 


volemn Feaſts, were a 2. of God to the 


ſides. ö 


That the Birth and Ba tiſm of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, Jeſus Chritt, d be at this Time of the 


Feaſt of Tabernacles, is as Conſiderable, as that 
bis Pſion ſhould be about the Time of the Jewiſh 


!iffover. He was Sacrificed for us at that Time, 
vhen by God's Appointment, the Paſchal Lamb 
vas to be offer d as his Type: And at the Feat 
F Tabernacles he came to pitch his Tent in our 
Nature, to * Tabernacle in our Fleſh, and dwell 
among us. The Sceptre was ſo far gone from 
Judah, that the Jews were compelPd by a Foreign 
tower, inſtead of obſerving the Feat of Taberna- 
des at Jeruſalem, every one to repair to his own. 
ty to be Taxed, as che Emperour Auguſtus had 
commanded, (and tis not very likely he would 
point that in the depth of Winter, the Time 
tour Chriſtmas) and now was the Seaſon for 
I:1o to appear. ; | 


John 1. 14. 


L 2 


"TP 


n the End of tile i 
ar. Much hath been ſaid by many Learned | 

Men, for the Date of the Wor 's Creation and 
the Beginning of the Year, from the Vernal Equi- . 


Paſſages. As many Religious Aſſemblies, and. . 
Jews, in this Month Tri, as in all the Year be-: 
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4 Tide Appen 


The gift! AI, compoſed: by Aſiph, for the 


Firſt Day of this Month, or the Fat of Tun 


| parts is ſuppoſed to have been in Remembrance 


ti Deliverance ont of Hgypt: The Sounding 
of Trumpets being 4 Token of Liberty. This 


Fraſt of: Numpete, On the Firſt Day of the New 


Fear, according to theix Civil Account, is thus 
commanded, Lev. 23. 24. Numb. 29. 2. and 
Chap. 1. 10. That it ſnonld be a Sabbath, and a 


Memorial of: Blowhig-of Trumpets, an Holy Convoca- 


710%; 8&c.i:"$ome;think it is called a Memorial of 
Trumpet, to preſetos the Memory bf Tfaac's De- 


luenance, by the fubſtitutioin of a Ram to be ſ2- 


crificed in his ſtead: To this purpoſe it may be 
edged that it is ſometimes called by the Jews, 


e Binding of Iſaac ; which they ſuppoſe to have 


been in the ſame Day. of the Lear. By others 
termed Feſtum Cornu, the Feaſt of the Horn. 


Zub it is more probable, that this Name was 


not given, with any reſect to Iſaac,; but on the 
- Account of that kind of Trumpets which were then 
ſounde d, diz. fuch as. were made of Sheep or 
Rams Horns. F Others think it to have been ap- 

inted of a gratefitl Remembrance of former 


Fifories which God bad attorded them; parti- 
cularly that at Jer icho, Where was the firſt Oppo- 
ſtion they met with in their Paſſage to Cana : 
And the Walls of the: City fell down, at the 
Sound of ſuch Horn-Trumpets,. Jaſb. 6. 13, 20. 
But the moiſt likely Account of it is this; Thit 
it was intended to ſolemnize the Beginning of the 
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*. Dr. Hammond in loc. Godeau Univerſe. Hiſt. 
de Þ Faliſe., tom. 4. C. 1. §. 6. Hoſpiman. de Feſt 
Judaic. SY x wa Dis (all. ft 

+ Whether the Tear of Jubilee was proclaim'd 
by ſuch Trumpets, ſce Bp.-Patrics's Commentary 
upon Ler. 25. 10. WY „ 46 No 
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a New Tear, to wind CEA the Regi. 
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5 5 
ming of th 0 
World, and to excite their Thankfulneſs for th” 


Fruits, and Bleſſings; and Benefits of the Lear 
Ef oi ng «: 


Ihe extraordinary Blowing of 
by the /Priefts,” at that Time, (in all 


| Tr we ties, as well as at Feruſalem, where Iwo 
* Silver Trumpe 
_ as well as t 


were alſo uſed at the Temple, 
e H Horn, and the Leuites ſung 


the 81ſt Pſ, an) ſerve, both to ſtir: up the 


e 
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Save her fszie | 6 iReyueſe 
of the Two Coventmes im this Neft. The UA 
cenant figured: by the Vear paffed; and this: Cove- 
at Grace, or the Goſpel State, by” the New 
Lear then begun; and that by the Sound of Trum 
ecemvas prefigured the future Preaching: of the 
Goſpel, according to that of the. Apoſtie; Their 
Son nn went forth ute alkthe. Exrthz and their Words 


Ann — — — 
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Eentaiy 
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* * Lightfoar” 8 Temple Service, Chap. 16. C. 5. 
* Canoes de Pæuitent. yo. 3. Can. 6. 
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unte the End of the World. And ſo tlie N of 
 Trampets is abrogated by the Preaching of 4 
- Goſpel, if that were vie ſignified b 
Ibe Publication of the Gof wy the fu ful 
: Sound, Pal. 89. 15. * are to lift 
up their Voice like a Trumpet, Iſa. 58. 1. the diſ- 
| e of their Office, as Watchmen, is expreſo'd 
by, tring the Tiu 7 to their Mouth, Hol: 8. f. 

. *Exek.; 33. When the Fews ſhall be converted to tie 
$i the Faith of 1 it is ſaid, In that Day ehe th. 
1! great Trumpet all be blown, 4 they ball come, 5S; 
1: who art 2 perih, IIa. 27. — Twas the Fa 

1 _ Office ef the Fi to ſound theſe Trumpers, | 1x4, 


Aub. to. 8. The publick Diſpenſation or the Ar 
1 Gulpel is committed to Miniſters, 1 De 


19 that Work, as the Sons of Aaron for theirs. , 
read but of Two ts at firſt, for 2 ks 
and 7thamar, the two Sons of Aaron, Numb. 3. a; 

4. But Dari added many Muſical Inſtruments: ane 
And in Solomon's Time, at the Dedication of | vo 
the Temple, we read of One Hundred and Twenty tio 

Prieſts, who ſounded with Trumpets, 2 Chron. 5. Jen 
12. Without ſuppoſing any + here, in a vai 
tri and proper Senſe; we may yet farther con- ma. 
fider the Parallel, Reman obſerve how the Joy and Day 
Gratitude theſe wg pro did excite, 1s exceed- juit] 

ed by that — gycing, 8 and] our 


tretuld ophetspwhen the glad Tidings 71 
oft {pel 08 vation by the M; Nah, ſhout! . 


be publiſh'd to the World, 1/1. 54. 1. "Luke 2, eri 
11. Gal. 4. 27. Which bath been in part ac. mig! 
compliſh'd ; and will be more compleat, in that pare 
Kingdom of Peace and Purity, which Chrift will} #,.. 
"eſtabliſh upon Earth, toward the End of th Spor 
World: And fall be finally perfected at the Endj ___ 
ef Time ; when Days, and Years, and Time) +, 
18 (thus meaſured) ſhall be no more. When the + 
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Hediatoty Undertaking, as to what concerns 
Earth, ſhall come "ny from Heaven, with the MM 
Trump of God, to raiſe the Dead, and fuimmon Ki 
all the World to their final Judgment. Then 
Hall he. delitex up the Kingdom to his Futber 12 
And the Faitlitul fhall enter into the . Foy f 
their Lord, and be for ever with him. 

There is a Tradition among the ue, men- 
tion'd by Aſa mom ides, * That on the Firſt Day of 
the New Tear, God enters into Fudgment for che . 
Sins of the Year, and ug at. That every one's 

Faults are weigh nit his good Works. 
He that is pound is {-aled unto Life - 
And he that 1s (Un ale, 4s ſcaled unto 
Death. Cm” 

And. tis 2 general Cuſtom that hath obtained 

among the Fews, for the Ten firſt Days of the 

New Tear, to riſe out of their Beds in the Night, 
and to continue in their Sy 22 Ine url and 
worſhipping until Break of The £ 

tious and ridiculous — of wg t. — 
Jews on this Day, I fhall not repea owever 

vain and groun le(s, — and abſurd 
many of their Cuſtoms and Practices are on this 
Day: Yet this blind Devotion of the Fews may 
juſtly ſhame,. and condemn the Chriſtians Of 
our Age: Who: commonly ſpend the Bein- 
mngs of every Year vorſe than any Other 
arts of them; and inſtead of any folemn 
etirement, tor Prayer and Meditation, which 
might allift them to number their Days, and pre- 
pare for Eternity; (inſtead, I ſay, of ſuch ſea- 
£5nable Exerciſes) how do vain and hurtful 
of th Sports and Patti es, or ur vt and unedify- 
the End 

d Time * Canon?s de Penit. cap. 3. can. 5. — . 

hen th f Vid. Ceremon. & Cout. parmi les A 2 a 

ſhed his Jouronys. par.- 2. c. 5. 
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ing Mirth, nad fruitleſs Converſations,” con- 
Aume the greateſt Part of the Days, (and Nights 

too) of the Beginning of the Near! And thus 
when the firſt Fruits of the Year are /offer'd up 

to Sin and Vanity, 'tis no Wonder, if the 
- following Parts of it are employ'd to no bet- 
ter Purpoſe; without any due Concern for the 
Soul, and an Everlaſting State. 

| To endeavour ſome Remedy to theſe Diſorders, 
And give ſame Aliſtance to ſuch as, deſire ſeriouſ- 

| dy to make Sn Principal Buſineſs, 


_ paving the the Wor) is not unneaſons- 
rw» one, muy be helgfhll to another. It can- 


not certamly 1 Oh Wage the I 
with God; with wu we fllould: begin every 
Da. 'Tis: decurous and becoming, to Dedi- 
exe our felves. to Him in a more ſolemn 
Manner tham ordinary, at ſiihi a Time: Thank- 
filly to 

figs: we: have particularly received the: Tear 
Pa: And to recolle& the Sins we have been 
gulty of: to confeſs. and aggravate 'em with 


umility, Contrition, and deep Remorſe: to 


renew our Covenant with God: to repeat and 
fortify our Reſolutions of living better; im- 
— 15 Gee to aſſiſt us in it: ta reflec: 
— in the Mutability, Frailty, and Bre- 


vity of our preſent Life: to conſider the * 
NEL5 


0 


e the Favonrs and Bieſ- 


- been 
u with 
ſe: to 
At and 
A im- 


reflect 
ad Bre- 


Switt- 
nels 


State: Tn think what Improvement We 


make, of the Death of others, eſpecially of Re- 
labiont, and Friends, who have lately been called 
home: To make the Suppofition in good Earneſt, 
that we may follow them, This Year, and die be- 
tore another New-Yeairs-Day: To impreſs ſuch a 
Thoyght on our Hearts, and the Tuferencer that 
may naturally be deduced from it: To veg of 
God to enable us to Kedeem our Time, and diſ- 


charge the Duty of our particular Places; 


prepare us for all the Events of the following 
Jer: Aud ſo effeually Teach us to number our 


days, that we may IH our Hearts unto true 
dom. Leſt we be ſur 


and plead with God on the Belift£of Sion, 


the afflicted and deformed State of the Proteſtant +: 
Churches. To ſome of theſe, and the like 5 22 
ſes, I hope what is here offered, may be ſubſervi- 
ent if conſidered with Serioufneſs and Application, 


after humble Invocation of the Blefing of 
and the Aids of his Spirit; compoſing 


Minds and Thoughts, as in his moſt Awful, 
and Holy Preſence. 5 


Allections moſt — and lively, be w 


wo 


be ſurpHſeh by an Unexpeted 
Death, before the Period of another Lear. And 
laſily, to pray for our Relations and Friends, 
Families and Neighbours, (ancł qur Enemies too; 


I have only this to requeſt; That if Any 
Reader ſhall find any real benefit in this Kind, 
he would ſo far requite my charitable Aſſiſtance . 
of him; that when his Heart 1s moſt ſerious, 
his Spirit mo compoſed and devout, and his 
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to 5 up, one one Prayer to Heaven 
Qr one, r olineſs,. r. Abilities to 
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— Fle 21 8 Devil; the three 2 — Ene- 
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Seck. I. F the changeable State, and ſbort Du - 
| ration of Earthly things; eſpecially. 
of Man, bow little it is conſidered aud belie- 
ved; how neceſſary it ſbould be. FT. 1. 
Se &. II. Of the Change in Mens Inclinations, 
Opinions and Actions which one Tear ſbewse; hom 
— | offervatle it is in Others, how much more diſcer- 
nable in our ſelves. Honour and Reputation, 
Oc. how uncertainly. preſer red, and how eaſily: 
blaſted. . i \ - | | P- 7. 
Sect. III. Of the Uncertainty of living to the R- 
110d of another Lear. The Vanity of this Life <: 
Re OT. Titne,. and how to be Impro- 
Tea. | 3 PD. 12. 
Set. IV. Of the ſeeming Difference, 3 75 
many Years paſt, and the ſame Number: of. Jears to 
. COME, | NY | P. 20. 
Sect. V. The little Portion. of our Time on Earth 
conſidered, ty a Computation of the Life of RW 
— Man, f oni the Number of Years aud Hours. p. 22. 
Sect. VI. Of the Redempt ion of Time, how precious 
and valuable a Treaſute it is aud will be thought 
To be when tis too late. Ta p. 26, 
Se . VI.-Of-the Ordinances: of Heaven, Day and Wl 
Night, Summer and Winter, Seed Time and Har- 


* 


2 weſt ; their Order and Sucae ſion eſtabliſo d by God 
HE 17. the Effet of Infinite Wifdom and Goodneſs. 
| Fhat they may teach us. p. 30. 


Sect, VIII. Of Evils zo be expefed in this Year ; 
the Wiſdom and Morcy of Gad, in concealing 
F om us the Knowledge. of future Events. p. 36. 


Sect · 5 


The Coments. 


be improved; the Conſequence of redeeming Time, 
and providing ws Eternity, farther 2 The 
25 of Elder Perſons is condemned, and 2 
p oni the 
to familigrize the Thoughts: of our own-Ieath, 
and to ima. ine before-hand, What Apprehenſions 
of Things we ſball then have. P. 39. 
i Ses. X. 1 The Brevity of Lite confidered as t de, F wit 
ef Sin. There are but three Ways of leaving this 
M orld, as Abel, Adam or Enoch. A diligent 
Improvement of Time farther preſs'd, and the Ne- 
gilect of it bewailed. P. 44. 
Sect. XI. Of the Expectation of another Lite. 
be Vanity and Miſery 
IF there be none, The ſatisfatory Removal of 
that Suppoſition by the Thoughts of God, and of 
Eternal Felicity in his Bleſſed Pr eſence. p. 48. 
Sed. XII. The +confideration of the Death of others, 
eſpecially of Relations, Friends, and Acquain- 
- tance, how to be improved. What Tuſtruttions 
ve may learn by the Sight of a dead Carkaſs, 
ora Deaths-Head, . the uf 
and what by the Death of 
quicken our Deſires to be as they. p · 
Seck. XIII. # bat! Inftuenee the Confi deration 7 
Eternity would hade upon our Hearts and Lives, 
if ſoundly belieued, and conſidered; eſpecially if 
the Suppoſit ion of dying this Year be annexed to 


oly e, ro 


11 Seck. XIV. How a g90d- Man may ir _—_ and en- 
11 tion of dying 


courage bimfelf under the Suppo 
this Var, 5 in the 0 uneaſy and 701 

-firable Gircumſt ances. | p- 67. 
Sect. XV. Of dying ma Foreign Country, and 
& dying Young, (onſiderat ions proper to recon- 
le wy Mind to both. © | 


"Se. IX. The Suppoſition of dying this Year, Huld 


Example of Children. Tig adviſenble 


of Man, in his Beſt Eſtate. 


al Motto on it, 


= 
* 


See. XVIII. The conſideration of the certain, near 


Sect. 1 
fidered, as Intplerable, and Everlaſting, and as 
ungueſitonably certain: Mat the Re ion upon Wi 
Hell-Forments may, and ought to teach us, p- 7. 


Seck. XX The Eternal Bleſſedueſs of HEAVEN WW 


Sect. XXII. The bor ions Appearance | 
_ Chriſt to Ju.:gment conſidered. ns certain; the | 
Terror, Aſtoniſhment, Gontiſion, and-Defpair 


The cchtents. 


Seck. XVI. The Contemplation of our 4 approach; 
| tay affiſt 0 to moriify the Litts = 1 


Chance 
Fleſh, the Laſts of the Eye, and Pride of Life 


ther 


cure Ambition, aud promote Contentment. 2 87. A 
17 


Sect. XVII. The ſame Argument conſidered 


- as. diſſwajive fon Worldlineſs, and Earthiy- 


mi ndedneſs; and as proper to confute the 2 
unity of long Projects, and great Deſigns for 
this World. pP - 85. 


Approach of an Everlaſting State amplified, 
5 = on J, to enforce an Holy Lite. p. 89. 
The Puniſhments of the Damned con- 


conſidered, as' the Perfetion' | - Holinefs, 2 
quicken our Defires and Endeavours When" great- 


er Meetneſs to poſſeſs it. P. 112. 


Sect. XXI. 4 devout Meditation pon Halm 73. 
25, Whom have ! in Heaven but thee? and 
there is none Up Earth that I defire beſides 


thee; : Dee * 127. 


ef Wicked Jews, and Chriſtians} to behold 
' their Fudge, and hear his condemning Sentence to 


h EVERLASTING Deriuion.. p. T41, 
Seck. XXIII «comet the Glory of Chriſt in 
Zis, Glorified Saints, and of the Thankful Ad- 


miration of Believers, when He ſpall come again 
Vom Heaven," which A be rondinyed to all ter- 


Seh. IV. Abe the Wamihatche s of " 


* s- Heart aud Lite: the. Reafonableneſs, 
—— avout e of it. Some ae 
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The Contents. 


end Advice concerning the Time and Manner. 
That we may know in what Preparedneſs we. are 
| for ET EI NIT I. p. 63. 
4 WV. How Chriſtians ought to examine the ir 
Decays of Grace and Piety. The Greatneſs of 
their Sin, aud of their Loſs under ſuch Declen/i-- 
ont. God's Diſpleaſure and Departure font 
_ them, conſidered, to awaken Endeavours of Recovery, 
In what manner the Faith of Adherence may be 
ated, by. one who hath no Aſſurance... P. 174. 
Soc. XVI. Confeſſion of Sin, Humiliation, and 
Repentance muff follow upon Self-Examinati- 
1 on. Advice concerning Repentance for ſome 
1 particular Backſliding.. The great Perplexity 
— 1 and Diſtreſs of a —.— Zinner repreſented, 
11 & a Caution againſt returuing to Folly. p- 187. | 
Sec. XXVII. The Nece ity of Chriſtian Reſoluti- 
On, mo Upright, erſevering: Obedience. ; how 

full and extenſive it ought to be, and yet hum- 
ble; by what means we may. be aſiſted 10 _ 

= that which we Reſolve... P. 199. 
Seck. XVIII. Te Import and Obligation. of our 
WH  Baptiſmal Covenant. The renewal of it by a 
= 7 .— Vedication of our ſelres zo God 1 
Fathers Son, and Holy Spirit, Exempl ifed and 
14101 ; F | recommended. 85 P-. 207. 
I Sect. XXIX. Praftieal and Cemfolatory Reflections 
11 on the preceding Sell: dedication, or Covenant 
ie p- 214. 
Sec. XXX. Thankſgivi ing to God for his many Be- 
nefits and Mercies, 2 in the Lear paſt; 
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The Appendix, fiom hat. timed Jews reckoned 


ihe Beginning of their Near; of the difference 
between their Sacred and Civil Account. The Feaſt 
of Trumpets on the firſt- day of the Year, its In- 
11 Aitut ion, Nature and Deſgn. The Traditions, an- 
ih Cuſtoms of oe Jews reſpecting that Day. 
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at paſt ; Ecctef. Is 12. 2. Remember 1 now 1 Creator, in 78. 
Kcerning . "days of thy Youth, while, the evil days come not, 
P. 224. [ 07 ws Nars ee _ eee 
reckoned 10 Pleaſure in them... 


ifference . 


Feaſt 5 15 Printed rr T. print 
wes , e in Little e 


ions, an⸗ 


'K 2 ob Edition of 25 plain Serb 

l 7 mon being deſired, in hope het: ; 
4 10 Setiouſweſs of the Subject, with th 
"15 ht of the Inftance{ which gave Ocks 
1-8 9 to 2 wight help to excite ſom 
er or other to Repentance, and further? 
| ba aduePreparation for the laſt Judgments; 
* will probably be epecfed that I ſhould? 

Ih excuſe the Canceglirent of the Perſon's? 5 
Name onmhoſe Accouit it was Preached Lt 
= Ornto which I have only this to ſay 
Hh that bis Name, an e Comer 
iin, ile Circnuſtancet of his Sich 

%, bit Lemper and Expreſſions on Þ 
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22 A Funeral Sermon: 


What at this time directed my Thoughts to 
_ ſuch a Subject, is not unknown to divers pre- 

fent, viz. The Death-bed Repentance of a Yourg 
' Man lately 1 who for ſome Time paſt at- 
tended this Lecture: I hope, at length, with 
ſome Seriouſnefs and Profit, tho? at firſt he came 

ty with a Deſign to Carp and Scoff, as with 


. 


great Remorſe he told me in his laſt Sicknefs. 


And therefore, if there be any now come 


hither upon the /me Errand, and with the Fe 


4 4 L Thoughts, I pray God command their Attention; 


(tor otherwiſe it would be vain for me to beg it) 
_ and accompauy bis .] Word with a powerful 

Micacy, to convince their Judgments, and per- 
iwade their Wills, and awaken their Souls: 
That they may go away with other Apprehenſi- 
_ ons and Reſolutions than they came, as thb de- 
ceaſed Penitent once did; whoſe Repentauce and 


Funeral may lead us to confider this affectionate 


Ajoftrophe of the wiſe Man in the Text, Kejoyce, 
O young Man in thy youth, and let thy beart chear 
ches in the days of thy youth; and walk in the ways 
75 thy heart, and in the fight of thine Eyes +. But 

now thou, that for all theſe thmgs God wilt bring 
thee into Judgment. 7 8 
For the Coherence of theſe Words with the 
prececding Verſes, we need only (obſerve, that 
Solomon in the former Chapters, having given 
many excellent Rules for the quieting of our 
Minds, and the Comfort of our Lives, under all 
that Vanity, which he pronounc'd uon 755 


World, be comes in this Chapter to-exl».2rt us to- 


Prepare for avother.. For when all is done that 
can poſlibly be effected, in order to a contented 
and a happy Life; yet he tells us, that our Lift 
it ſelf is vain and tranſient, our Death inevita- 
ble, and that the days of darkneſs will be. many, 


Verſ. 8. And then cuntutcs. that — rY 
" e 


Inference, which the young Epicure 1s too prone 
to make, from ſuch Premiſes; deriding his tool- 
imm Pretence and Plea, by an Fonie And yet 
endeavouring, to. awaken his Conſcience, by de- 
— the Certainty of an After-reckoning, and 
by a ſolemn. Citation of him before God's Tri- 
bunal.. For to this purpoſe, we may ſuppoſe the 
young Senſualiſt to retort the Argument, de 
&« all things vain? Is Lite uncertain, and Death 
and Darknefs near? Let me then enjoy the 
Light as long as I can; let me indulge my 
© Appetite, and pleaſe my Senſes, and Sgrati 
* my Luits, and make the beſt Improvement Of 
this vain, this mort, uncertain Lite. Have 1 
but a little Time in which to enjoy this 
* World? Let me not make it ſhorter, by a Sto- 
ical Reſervedneſs; let me not loſe this. Dar, 
+ left I never have another; but Eat and Drink, 
* ich 32 1 wi 1175 
To 1 upLos'd ( je tion, the wiſe Aan 
anſwers, in. the W ords I have read, "Rezoyce, O 
young Man, in thy Youth, and let thy henst obenr 
. thee in the days of thy. youth; . l. Let it do 
* thee. good, and bring thee Joy ; be as merry as 
thou canſt, and take all the ſatisfaction thy 
Luſts can procure; if it be thought beſt, and 
« moſt adviſble to do ſo. Walk in the ways of 
i heart, and in the fight of thine eyes; 4. 4. 
„Being reſolved upon à ſhort Life and a metry, 
baulk nothing which thy Luſt doth dictate; 
deny thy ſelt nothing thy tooliſh Heart can 
„ with, ot thy ſenſual Appetite may crave. But 
« know for certain, a Day of Reckoning is at 
„ hand, when God will call thee to au Account 
4 for thy ſenſual Luſts and youthful Follies. 
However now thou may ſt itifle the Convictions 
© of thy Conſcience, by repeated Debauches, 
and lewd Company; however now GT 
| : N. 0 
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1 ofthe Sum of the Text. 


11111 He mu come to Fudgmeyt, as an Argument mot 


4 Fatal Sermon. 


make a ſhift to drown, the Sentiments of — 
e rexſenable Scul, by the noiſe of Riot; or || PO 
5 bring the Fleaſſmes _ the Fleſh, to ban}: the and 
4 preſaging Fears of thy Jmmartal Spirit: How- I ! 
45 evet now thou may ſt Hatter, Or de lude th Ades 
4 felt, oY the Principles of a Sadducee, Or Gaſs 
thy Senſes by the Practice Of an * yet for Cor 
A theſe - hag Ged will bring \thet vo." Jud gment 3 || 4% 
4. 4 © Whether thou wilt or no, à Scrutiny A 
** ſhall be made into thy paſt Acuons, and an 
.* Account muſt be given of thine ill-ſpent 
« Lif- And tor all the Vanities oft thy tz, | 
"* B thee; 


D.. — of Ham, and 


— Thfws 1 2 — eus, la i Vg, 
E ar d wiſe Haw u diufe. It hots tur the 40 
g an — 39; for what is truly 
S-nO where tos be: Rad, without this #eay d Gee 
uni the faithful keeping. "of his Commandments. = 
2. In that he directs his Diſcourſe, to! the 
Young Alan in particular, we have a plain Inti- 
mation; that Joung Perſons, of all others, are oſt 
 . aft to lay aſide the Fear of God, and forget they 
Creator, 1 the mee of fer ual Þ, 1440 Urs, 
and youthful Luſfas. 
3. Becauſe he tells the Young, Man, in, that- even 


e 


their 
ures, 


— 


even 
meat 
OPEN 


Funeral Sermon. o& 
proper to damp his carnal Mirth and ſollity, 
and: put a Check to his purſuit of youthful Luſts, 


we may hence obſerve, in what reſpects the Con- 


bhderation of 4 fut ure Judgment ut h wy force *of 


* 


Argument, to perſwade Young Perfons to ſtop in their 


Courſe of Sin, and to remember their Creator in the 


day of their Youth, 7 2200 
As to the Firſt, I fhall divide it into TWO 
Branches, and ſoconſider, 1. That the carnal Mirth 
of Sinners bath but the Appearance and Nameiof 7; 
being expreſdꝰ d by an Tonie: While on the con 
8 
Diſlatis faction, in purſuit of their Luſts. 
II. That the Life of u ſerious Chriſtian. in the 
Fear of God, and the kesping hs Commandments, i 
the only Chearful and Merry Life. * 
_ It. That Sinful Mirth aud Senſual Pleaſure hath 


but the Appearance and Name of Foy. Doubtleſs © 


the Thought ot Joy carrieth Argument with it to 
allure, as that of 

Account, we are commonly averſe: to ſerious 
pragtical Religion, in our Jounger Tears, as ſup- 
poſing it would interfete with all the. Pl-afures 
of Humane Lite, and doom us to a perpetual 


Mourning, melancholy State; whereas the Iro-- 


„ they meet with Trouble and Sorrow, and 


orrow to diſwade; on which 


nie in the Text may let us know, that while we 


walk in the way of our own Hearts, and in the ſgbt 


of our Eyes, we deceive our ſelves with the Ha- 


dom of Joy, and the Name of Mirth, - i 
Iis true, he bids the young Man here Rejoyce, 


and let bis Heart chear him, but it may be under- 


ſtood as if ſpoken in perfect Scorn and Deriſion - 


As knowing well that all his Mirth and Chearful- - 
neſs muſt be Falſe and ſpurious, wain and caullefs, - 
lets in Quantity, and worſe in Quality, than the: 
Rejoycing of an upright Chriſtian. - For as to 
Senſual Mirth, ſo Grateful and Charming to 


the Generality of Luz either it depends upon 
| | ES 6 25 their 
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their Company, which ſome- 
times begets Quarrels,and Wounds 
ky | without Cauſe; or proves not 
ſuitable to their Humour; or elſe ariſeth from 
a particular Temper of Body, beighten'd by Meats 
and Drinks, and more than par". Diet; (and 
ſo hath more of the Bea than of the Man) and 


Hor. 23. 29. 


dy Conſequence, muſt needs be af a ſhort Can- 
gs Xtinuance, or elſe is the ſole Effect of 7outh, and 
1c will undoubtedly decay, as they- advance in 
Age. However, it is in it ſel contemptible 


and baſe, as feigned and not fincere, as appear- 
ing and not real, as vain and without a Founda- 
tion, as irrational and without à Caufe; and 
not contemptible only in it felf, but likewiſe in 
relation to the Subject, the interior part of Man: 
And much more in reference to t 


but forbidden too; and as truly ſo in regard of 
the Duration alſo, ſince it is eaſily difturb'd, and 


quickly gone. 


How can it be imagin'd that a Courſe of Sin 


nn give a Man anyſolid Mirth! When the Men 


themſelves are at ſuch a vaſt Expence of Care, 


and Pains, and Trouble, of unavoidable Fear, 


and Shame, and anxious Thoughts; either to 
contrive, or to accompliſh, or to conceal their 
wicked Purpoſes and Practices: So that I need 
not ask that Queſtion, concerning the Joy of 

5 the Epicure, which Fob doth of the 
Fob 27, 8. Hope of the Hypccrite, what @ it 
when God ſball take away his Soul ? 


But in the mean time, what #% it now? What 


Mirth and Joy have they for the preſent ? Who 
mult rack their Brains, and ſtretch their Fan- 


cles, and employ their moſt ſolicitous and con- 


cerned Thoughts, - how to make 
Provifion for their Luſts 3 and then 
muſt bafile their Reaſon, and de- 


om. 13. 14. 
25 0 bauch 


Objedt of 
their carnal Mirth, when tis nct only ſenſual, 


Item pt | 
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For oftentimes a troubleſome Conſcience lays ſo 
many Rubs in their way, which they know not 
how to remove; ſtarts ſo many Objections, 
which they cannot anſwer.z makes ſo many 
Doubts and Scruples, which they know not how 
to reſolve and overcome ; that it they will ven- 
ture upon the Sin, it muſt be even in deſpite of 


bauch their Conſciences, ry, to enjoy them? 
9 


I chemſelves. ; 


Sometimes the very Contrivance of their Sius, 


I 


TY gon them ſufficient Uneaſineſs and Trouble to 


{poil taeir Mirth 3 ſuch previous Thoughtful- 
neſs being neceſſary 
the Time, to deſign the Manner, and to order the 
Circumſtances-of ſome Impieties; andſometimes 
the Wickedneſs it ſelf is its own Puniſhment. 
Lock upon the young Sinner ſwelling in Pride, 
or burning in Luft, or drowning in Senſuality; 
conſider him rack*d with impatient Deſires, and 
durthen'd with unzvordable Fears, 1:it his At- 
_ be unſucceſsful, or leſt he he diſappointed 


\ ment, and his Shame 

and Folly publi{h'd to the World: And yet this 

is the merry Lite of the Senſual Epicure. | 
Beſides, when by a -Cuſtom and Continuance 


in Sin, the Devil is in full Poſſeſſion, and Luſt _ 


pon the Throne; what Tyranny doth it exer- 
i(e? And bat a blind Obedienc? muſt the 

Sinner yield 2 How often are you forced to de- 
clare, that ygu approve of that, which your 
lind condemns ? How often do you ſubſ ribe 
o that as true, which you know to be falſe ? 
\nd ſo run headlong againſt the Light of Na- 
ure; and the Ch-cks of Conſcience, and ſur- 
ender Soul and Body and all, to the Will of 
datan, and the Command ot an imperious, da- 
nineering Luft? 


: Now, 


to frame the Model, to fix 
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. te concluded the Only merry and joyful Life? 


the ſenſe of former Drunkenneſs by more Wine, 


your Endeavours to ſtop its Mouth, and ſmo- 


8. 4 Funeral Sermon. 


Now, what AM:rth, or Joy can conſiſt with 
24 ; | ſuch, 2 Servitude ? Yea, -while you | 3 1 
ips 
t, What trequent Vexations do. bear 
you meet with, from the. Diſappointment of feel 


Four Hopes; Hoey Sorrow, where you look'd || ſuch 
V 


'e Stench inſtead of a Per- Bu 
fume, and a noiſome Weed in the Room of a fome 


Flower ? Still ſomething more, and further, is | often 


already: Fither the Prefence of ſomewhat - a1 00 
, 0 | ®* . II 


your Power t keep; or ſuch a Change and Va- 
riety as you cannot accempliih: And muſt this 


Moreover, let a, Man but ask you on the 
Morrow, what is become of the Pl-aſure of laſt 
Nights Debauch ? When there remains nothing 
but a Sting in the Conſcience : Where then, IE 
pray, is your Mirthgand Joy? For when once 
the Heat of your Wine and Luſt is over, and 
you dare take the Liberty. of ſober Thoughts, P 
4 guilty Conſcience will then tell you your own, | 
and you fhall hardly be able to ftop its Mouth. Pe 
And thu? in Part you may have wafh'd away 


or think to drown the Voice of your Boſom 


Enemy, (the Accuſer within,) by funning into II. Z. 


zovial Company, and an Exceſs of Riot; yet fer of « 
tome ſmart Affi Trion, or ſome ſharp Reproof, uy true 
or ſome ſcrious Sermon, may ſet your Sins inf Sht Ch 
Order again; and make your Wounds to bleed Where 
afreſh: And then Cmſcience ( notwithandingh —_ 
oſe 

ther its Accuſations) will not fail to laſh thep thoſe 

- - Drunk- lat it 


þ 


4A Funeral Fer mor. | 9 ; 2 
Drunkard, and ſtone the Adulterer, and make the: 
1 Lips of an Harlot bite like a Cockatrice, You ſa ?: 
do ear its Voice, and underſtand its Errand, and. 


of feel a mortal Qualm upon ycur Spirits, from 


d ſuch Convict ions as you cannot eaſily ſtifle. 

Per- | But if this be not the Caſe of All, becauſe 
— Aa ſome are given up to a Keprobate Senſe; yet how 
is often on a Sick-bed doth the Agitation of their 


and on diſturbed Thoughts, ſet all in a Flame 


eſa within; when the emembrance of their drunken 
chat IExceſſes gives them Vinegar and Gall to Drink, 


© of land makes them once more Sick; from that ter- 


or rible 2 that for ought they know, the 


It in next. Draught | 
Va- nal Wrath, in the Lake of Hell. When the 


the ſad ProſpeF# and Præludium of ha cane 
Fire, into which they are ſinking. When the 

ccho of their Oaths and Blaſphemies (which 
thing ſtuck thro? the Name of God) ſhall pierce their 
ben, 1 Souls with an intolerable Remorſe; when a fad 


once Feflection on their paſt Prophaneſs, in ſcoffing at 1 


- and Nhat is Serious and Holy, in ridiculing Religi- 
aphts Dn, and — a Mock of Sin, ſhall put them 
+ own, Into Fit of 


| away | 4inary State of their Cafe, as moſt certain it is, 


Vine, Fell might the Viſe Man expoſe their Mirth to 
Boom Corn, and by anlronie 


t may be of the Cup of God's Eter- 


Remembrance of their Luftful Heats gives them 


1 


rembling, from the unavoidable. © 
ond rears of a Judgment to come. Now if this be the 


ve them Leave to Rejoyce. 3 


into, II. That the Foy of a Righteous, Holy Niſon, in be 
5 ear of God, and the keping his bender, 11 4 


f. % true and proper Foy : And the Life of an up- 
> A ight Chriſtian, the only chearful and merry rs. 
o bleed] Whereas ſome have inferr'd, that becauſe there 


nandingf “ Moe prenounc'd in Scripture to 4 


-Poſe that laugb, and a Blefſedneſs Luke C. 28. 
the thoſe that Mourn and Weep: Mat. 5. 8 
Drunk-|bat it is therefore, neceſſary, if 


ve 


10 A Funeral Sermau. 
# we will be ſerious Chriſtians, that we muſt be 
Sad and Unfociable, Melancholy and Dejected, and 
Jada. Lite of continual Complaints and Sor- 
WE rows. They might as well conclude a Neceili- 
we ty of turning 2 or Beggars, becauſe the 
| = | Scripture ſaith, that it is eafier for c 
Mat. 16. 24. a Camel to paſs through the Eye of a 
al Needle, than for a rich Man to en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven. For as to that 
Part of a Chriſtian's Lite, which conſiſts in the 
wr — Contemplation of Spiritual Things, the intinite 
1 Excellency of the. Objets muſt render it pleaſant, 
4 And as to that, wh ch conſiſts in Practice, it 
muſt needs be more fo; from the encouraging 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, and the joy 
of the Holy Ghoſt; unſpeakably more del:ght-- 
ful and ſatisfactory, than the moſt raviſhng 
_ Pleaſures the Epicur? can boaſt of. The beſt of 
His, being ſhort and tranſient, and mix'd with 
tome Uneaſineſs and Truuble. But the Delights 
of an Holy Soul, are Pure and Subſtantial, Du- 
_ Table} and Laſting, riſing higher. and encreaſing 
more, by the very Enjoyment ; not eaſily inter- 
rupted by a Change of outward Circumitances 
and Conditions in the World, nur broken on 
-2 ſudden by little Accidents that betall us un- 
awares; Wluch is not to be deny'd in Reference 
© Sentgal Toy... '- * A 
| Sirr, Who is it, that either is, or can be Joy- 
Ful? That actually is 1v, or hath Reaſon to be 
, if not the upright Obedicnt Chriſizan £ 
ls not the continual Preſence of God, the Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoft ; and the conſtant Mi- 
1 niſtry and Attendance of his bleſted Angela 
Ground of Joy 7 He may then rejoyce. Is not 
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5 Peace with God, and Peace with Conſcierce 
Ft and Peace with the whole Creation; Is not 
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Re 


their Perſons, and Services with him, beſufi- 


if a Promiſe of being granted in whatſoe'er 


God will ſhortly tread Satan under Rom. 16. 20. 
their Fect, and not permit them 1 Cor. 10. 13. 
to be tempted qbote what they are . T 

| M 2 able, 


>... _ 


— — 


1 A Funeral Sermon. : rt * 
Redemption from the Bondage of Sin, from 
the Slavery of the Devil, from the, Sting of Wl 
Death, and the Carſe of the Law, and God's 4 1} 

Eternal Wrath, enough to make him Gar- lt 
Ful? He may then Rejoyce. 1 t 
If the Favour of God, and the Acceptance of Li 


* 


may then eat their Bread with _ its Ti 
Joy, and drink their Wie with a Eocleſ. 9. 7. 

merry Heart, for God -accepteth 2 | 
goth them and their Nx. „ 

If Freedom of Acceſs to the Throne of Grace; 


cient Reaſon to diſwade from Sadneſs; they 


they ask; if the higheſt Aſſurance from a God, 
that cannot lie, that 4 Things ſball work for 
god; if to dwell in his Houſe, and fit at his 
Table, and be related to him as to a Father; 


if to hear his Word, and fing his Praiſe, and ! | 


receive the Communications of his Grace, the 
Pledges of his Covenant. Love, and the com- 
tortable Foretaſts of Everlaſting Foy, be enough 
to make them Chearful; they, and they only 
have Right to be ſo: And that in every Condi- 
tion. Are they reproach'd and flander'd ? They 
may yet be Chearful, | becauſe God will bring 
forth their Righteoufneſs as the Light, _ 
aud clear their Integrityas the Noon- Pſal. 27. C. 
day. Are they afflicted by Pover-* 
BE or Sickneſs, or Diſappointments in their 
igns and Hopes? They may yet be Cheay- 
Ful, and thank God for all the wang and 
Benefit of his Wiſe Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence. Are they Tempied by the Devil? They 
may yet be Chearful ; becauſe 


122 A. Fyneral Sermon, 
able. Do ex ſuffer for Righteouſneſs Sake t 
3 I bey may yet be Chearful; yea, 
Kejoyce and be exceeding yald, and 7 

| count it all Foy to receive ſuch '} 
an Honour. For there are Promiſes, particu- 7 
77 


= 


. Jaume: 1. 2. | 
_ 4 9 2 


_ larly referring to ſuch a State, ſufficient to en- 
courage them; yea, to make them Rejoyce. 
Do they (ſometimes mourn with a:2adly Sorrow? 
Yet may they ſtill Rejoyce, ſince to conſider the * 
End, and Effect of that Sorrow, will give it a ſe 
Mixture of Joy: And even their Penitential oh 
If Tears do but clear thwr Eyes to hook up to 85 
= Heaven, with Delight and Comfort, and ena- 7 
dle them the better to read a Pardon, © gr 
ev 
To 
as 
all 
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And here it wers eaſy to ſhew, how their 

= Faith, and Hope, and Lore, their Humility, Aſeek- ; 

W meſs and Patience; their Contentednefs with God's 
Allotment, thetr Reſignation to his Will, their | 
= CSatisfation in his Choice, their Well-pleaſedneſs Ke 
_— with his Order, their Preparedneſs for every ho p 
Condition, their Diligence in their Callings, | 5 
_ their Moderation in the Uſe of lawtul Things, an 
= and their Innocency and Harmleſneſs in their wa 
Wl - Carriage and Behaviour towards others, do all = 
& | contribute to a chearful- and à joyful Life, | the 


"Therefore, well might the Pſfalmiſt tell us, 2s 
5 Dat the Righteous all be glad iu b 

Pſal. 64. 10. the Lord, and all the upright in 2 
| Heart hall Glory, And well might Inc 


HE our Lord adviſe his Diſciples, not to be lifted ch 

—_ up with the Gift of Miracles, but Perf 
FEY Tuke 10. 20. Kejayce rather that their Names were 8 p 
1 In written in Heaven, And well might 1855 


the Apoſtle command Chriſtians to rejzyce, (not fecte 

by an Jronie, as Solomon here ſpeaks to the Young 
* Man, but) in the 1 real * pro- 

Phil. 4. 4. per Senſe, Rejoyce in the Lord always; 8 

: - | > Thus Sh. 0 


* 


. [ 1 
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II. Let us conſider, in that Solomon directs his 
ticular, c? 
have thence a plain Intimation, that of all other, 


Diſcourſe to the Youngs Man in 


Young Perſons are moſt apt to negled the Fear of God, 
and he unmindful of their Maker, thro the Tempta- 
tion of Senſual Pleaſures, and Youthful Lufts. _ 

Though God demand his Riglit as ſoon as 
we are capable of underſtanding it; and to 
ſerve the Lord from our Youth 1s but juſt and 
reaſonable 3 cortfidering that ſo great'a Part of 


our Life. is already cut off by cur Infancy ant YW 


Childhood; though the longer we delay, the 


greater Difficulty ſhall we meet with, when, = 
ever we ſet about it; tho” our whole Life at 
- Tonyeſt (as ſoon, as we are capable, and as long | 


as we live) mould be devoted to God, and*tis 


all little enough, if we conſider its Relation to 


our Eternal State; though the ſooner we be- 
gin, the more Welcome we ſhall be, and the 


more acceptable our Obedience ; yea, though 


an Early Piety be the only hopeful Method, to 
prevent the Hazard of, à ſudden Drath, and 
the uncomfortable Reflections of Old Age, and 


the intolerable Pangs of a Death- bed Remorſes - 


ret ſuch is the Power of Original Sin in Young 

Perſons ; ſuch and ſo many, are the Snares of 

Youth,'-and thoſe ſo agreeable to their vicious 
Inclinations; fuch the Force of Prejudice; ſuch 
the Artifices of the Devil; and fo prevalent the 
Perſwaſions of evil Company: We are uſual- 
+ ſo Proud, Ignorant and unexperienc'd, ſo 
aſh, Haſty and Unadviſed; and ſo eaſily in- 


hand. of 


fected with Sadduciſm, and the Principles of 
agar A) ſo loth to aſſent to any ſuch Premi- 
e 


ſes, whoſe\ Conclafion will infer the Neceſſity 
of changing our preſent Courſe ; that ſuch, of 


all others, do moſt need a ſerious Adnwvnition 
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do remember their latter End, and final Judg- is 
ment, leſt through the Temptations of Senſu. eh 
al Mirth and Pleaſure, they put the evil Day Ch 
. _r.- - Ca 
For (alas!) how ſeldom do we conſider in in; 
Duth, what we are! And Why we were made! ei 
Or what is our Buſineſs in the World! And To) 
what will be the End of gur preſent Courſe 1 He 
Whereas one Thought of God and our laſt fro 
Judgment ſhould be enough to drown all other wh 
Thoughts, as the Noiſe of 2 Canon doth that in 
r ROE the 
Scuſe is ſo prevalent, and Reaſon ſo weak, 
we are ſo much inclined to the one, and ſo. to 


tuwilling. to be led by the other; that Toys Th 
and Trifles, Sports and Recreations, and tle BY ſug 
Vanities of Fools and Chrildren poſſeſs ur fon: 


Hearts, and employ our Time: Neither looking Ge, 
behind us, to what, we have either done, or 7 
b<en 5 nor before us, whither we are going 3 Paſ 
and what in all Likelihood will be the Period that 
of our preſent Mirth, and the ſad Cataſtrophe mer 
TER... * 


_ Young Perſons will hardly be convinced, and 
but that Now. is their Scaſon to be Brisk, and: Wi 
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Iovial z having Time (as they count) to com- 7 

| 1 the World before them : They — 

Vill not be perfiwaded, bat that it is Time | mar 
1 enough to think Of Death, when they are ar- "the } 
reeſted by Sickneſs, or wither'd by old Age. Han 
| | Let them be concerned about another orld, ceed 
WH who ate leaving this. Their Blood now is quei 
Wy warm, and their. Spirits nimble, their Senſes: and 
i j are quick, and their Paſſions ſtrong; they ou 
18 will walk in the way of their own Hearts, and T. 


in the ght of their Eyes; and ordinarily ſplit min 
upon bat Rock of "Foul Company,. where 10 by 
many Thouſand Veſſels at their firſt Launching your 
out have daſh'd in Pieces. Beſides, their Ape 3 
"a | 15 
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LE 


A is moſt inviting to the Devil, to bend his 
a chieteſt Forces againſt them, rather than againſt 
'y Children, or Aged Perſons 5; the former not being. | | 
capable of making a Choice, and the latter be: 
n ing fix'd, and reſclv'd in their Way: His prin- Ml 
"8 cipal Endeavours therefore are levelled againft* - ⁵ 
d Path ; to draw off their Hearts from God ant ⁵ 
! Holy Things, and to divert their Thoughts ⁵⁶ 
it from the Conſideration of Death and judgment, 
er which would otherwiſe reftrain and check them, 1 
at in Purſuit of their Lufts : And this brings me to "WM 
the Third General, to conſider. - - _ .—- 
K, III. That for all theſe Things God will bring us ⁵ 
o ro Judgment; and therein what Aguments the 
'S 20 ts of a future Judgment may rationally 
e ſuggeſt, zo damp the carnal Mirth of Young Per-- 
ur | fons, and never perſwade them to Remember their 
ug Creator in the Days of their Youth. 8 
O. There are many might be drawn from this WW 
5 Paſſage, as that There is a Judgment to come; 
od that Young Perſons fhall be brought to Judg- _ | 
he ment; that God will bring them to judgment; 
805 the God who made them, whom they forgot 
ed, || and neglefted; who neither wants Power. or 


nd: Will to make good his Word: That for all thefe 
m- Things, for all the Ways of Youthful Luſt and 
ey Folly, thou fbalt be brought to Judgment. Pri- 


me marily for our Aﬀetions and Thoughts, fort- 
ar- 'the Wiys of our Heart, and for the Works of our © | 
Be. Hands, and the Words of our Moutb, as pro- 
1d, ceeding from them. And that this is ſo un- 
1 queſtionably Certain, that all might know it; 
ſes: and of ſo much Conſequence, that even in 
hey Youth it ſhould be known and conſider'd. 
and To enforce this Argument, I might here 
plt mind you of the Miſchief you will do to others 
0 by an 111 Example; and of the Aggravation of 


"mg your Sin by —_— the beſt of your Time 
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nin the Service of the Devil; which muſt needs 


make Judgment more terrible, in that your 
Final Doom, and the Conſequences of it, will 
de the more ſevere. HS: 3 
I might tell you, that the ſooner you Re- 
rent, the more hopeful is your. Cafe: in Refe- 
erce to a Pardon: I might largely deſcribe the 
Hoypy Influence of an Early Piely, with Reſpet 
te the future Part of your Lives 3 to direct your 
Choice, and govern your Ations, and prevent 
z great Deal of Sin, and Shame, Sorrow, and 
Fepentance: I might mention the coraforta- 
le Reflections in Old Age upon a well-ſpent 
Life; your Capacity of greater Service to God 


now, and the Aſſurance of a wetghtier Crown 
of Glory hereafter, with all the other conſide- 
rable Benefits, that have Reſpec either to a2 


Sate and Happy Life, a comfortable Old Age, 
and 2 je- cable Death, or a Joyful Reſurre gion, 
and a bleſted Eternity: All which will come 
under the Argument in the Text; and what I 
all ſay of it, niay be compriz'd under the 
nne .._. __-., «c. 21 
t. Let Voung Perſons conſider, that notwith- 
ſtanding their preſent Mirth and Jollity, yet the 
Fudgment of God is infallibly certain. It is an un- 
queſtionable, undoubted Truth, that for all theſe 
Things, God will bring thee to Fudzment, . 
2. Confider, that this Judgment is near at 
Hand, and will fhortly take Place. ET 
3. Conſider your Summons may be ſudden, 
kefore SOX gre Iware,” + 3 | 
4. Conſider ' that Youth and Health is the 
fitteſt Time to prepare for this Judgmeut of God. 
5. That if through the Temptations of car- 
nal Mirth and Youthful Luſts, you neglect your 
Preparation, it is more than propable, .that your 
Pajjage ty Death to ;this Fudg ment of God, will 
be very uncomfortable and full of Horror, 6. That 


thts 

gives 
Cerili 
be fu 
ment 


& your 
at your 
d, will 
6. That 


unprepared Sinners, whether Young or Old. 


1. Conſider, that notwithſtanding your pre- 
ſent Mirth and Jollity, yet this final Judgment | 
is infalliby certain. Knowing tlie Terror of the - Wh 


Lord, ſaid the Apoſtle, and here knom that for 


theſe Things God will bring to Judgment. 
| What is here affirmed concerning Per/ons, is 


aſſer ted likewiſe concerning Things in the next 
Chapter, that * God will bring os 


every ſecret Thing, whether it be 


Plainneſs, confirm'd by the ſtrongeſt Evidence, 
and preſs'd upon the Co 


to offer them. 


For whoſoever disbelives a future Judgment, 
muſt either conclude that the Am God M1 


cannot, or that the Righteous, God will not call us 
to an Account for what we have received and 
done : Tho? his abſotute Omnipotence doth aſſure 
us, that he can, and his invariable Truth (ha- 


ving declared his Purpoſe) that undoubtediy 


he will. 


And can we think, that all the Aſſurance of | 
this Judgment of God, which the Scripture *-- 
gives us; That all thoſe plain Aſſertions con- 


cerning the Judge himſelt, and the Perſons to 
be Judged, and the Conſequenze of the Judg- 
ment, and the 9 
* 


* 


every Vor into Fudgment, with Eccleſ. 12. 14. 


of it; That they are 
2 only 


A # Funeral Sermon. 17 WO 
6. That this Judgment it ſelf, and its immedi- 
ate Conſequences, will be intolerally dreadful to 


Food, r whether it be evil: Methinks I need © \ 
not tell you, that the Doctrine of this Judg- * WW 
ment is declar'd in Scripture with the greateſt ** Wi 


nſcience with the moſt 
enforcing Arguments; or that moſt of the Ob- KF} 
jections on the Behalf of the Sadducee, and the 
Senſual Epicure, are ſo very weak 4nd trifling, * 
' that if their Luſts were not ſtronger than their 
Arguments, they themſelves vould be aſhamed - 
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2 
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only Terms F Art to Affright the World, and nc 
not real, certain Truths, which will take Ef- of. 
ct according to their Natural Meaning? Can cal 
ue fuppele, that the whole Account is gerfect Yo 
Fid ien and meer Romance? Contriv'd on Pur- dic 
xofe to keep the World in due Decorum, and I i 
- lo to prevent fome bad Effects, only in Reference ent 
to the preſent State of Things, which would | fal 
probat by tullew, if this Belief did not obtain? | cot 
Whereas is, it not neceffary, that there ſhould. . 
be a Judgment-Day, for the Conviction: and 
"Condemnation of great. Sinners, that ſcorn the Pre! 
Legiſlative Authority of God, and trample on | Dev 
his Government, and are above the Check and ful 
Controul of Human Laws ? Is it not neceſſary | 2nd 
to maniteſt the Righteouſneſs, of God, as Ruler mer 
of the World, in rendring to every Man ac- . but 
cording to his Works, and to uphold the Ho- 
nour Of bis wiſe Government, whereof Fudg- | Not 
ment is as neceſſary and Fflential a Part as Le- 
gifſation 7 (The latter without the former te- f 111 
ing little elſe than Shew and Mockery :) Is it not It, b 
neceftary, tor the \ indication of Religion from 
that Contempt and Scorn, that is pour'd upon Ian 2 
it? Is it not neceſſary, to unriddle the Myſte- with 
ries of Divine Providence? And diſcloſe the Conc 
Secret Wickedneſ(s of Hypocrites? And put a4 
Difference! between thoſe that ſerve him, and || 92 : 
thoſe that retuſe to do ſo? Neceſſary moreo- "181 1 
ver to rectify the Miſtakes, and falſe Opinions, 
that. ate abroad in the World, concerning God, | 7 al-St 
and Chrift, and, Holineſs, and Sin? And to Tet a 
nut an End. to Controverſies, and determine the 
Differences concerning what is Truth and what 32d t 
is Error? Theſe and fuch like Things-conſi- 
ders, (beſides: the 4uthzrity of Divine Writ, ) Hur L 
do. moraily affure us, that there will be an aſter- IA 41: 
Meckoning, and a final Judgment. And thally arcf 
3 5 „ 5 N 5 not _ 
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10TCQ- 
nions, 
God, 
nd to 
ne the 
| what 
conl- 


Writ,) 


_atter- 


d thail 


not 


of, give a Cheek to your Carnal Mirth? And 


cait a Damp upon your Senſital Joy? And abate 


your Heat, and Vigour in a Courſe of Sin? For 


did we but believe, that for all theſe Things G 
will bring us to Judę nent, could we ſo readily. © 8 
entertain the Temptations ' of the Devil, and 
fall ſuch an eafe Prey to his Devices? How: 


could ſo many unhappy Wouths invade their 


own Damnation, and ſnatch it as it were out. 


of the Hands of Juſtice? Thruſt away their 
preſent and future Happineſs ? And fly into the 


Devil's Arms, in the Purſuit of their Voutb- 
have been told ſo plainly, 
and warn'd fo frequently of a Future Judg- _ 
ment? How could theſe Things be, if they did- - 
but believe the Certainty of this final Judgment? 
And how dreadtul will be their Caſe, who are 
find it to beſo? Who + 
will not acknowledge this Judgment of God. 
readfulneſs and Terror ß 
it, by being brought. to their Trial? Who will 
not believe, that God will ever call them to. 
an Account, 'tilt a final Impenitence, joyn'd © 'Þ 
with>their Infidelity, bring them under his 


ful Luſts; tho? they 


not awaken'd *till they 


till they know the 


Condemning Sentence. 


2. Conſider, that this Judgment is near at hand, 


and will ſbortly take Place. As Death will con- 


ſign us over to God's Tribunal, ſo Childhood: © 
and Youth, Manhood and Old Age are but feve- 


ral Stages, that haſten us to Death. 


tet a little while, and we muſt go the Fob 10. 220-7 


way of all living. How concern'd 


and thoughtful ſoever now we are about this 
bid adieu, and take 


World, we muſt ſhortly 
our Leave. Even the Man of Buſineſs muſt find 
a Time to die, and give an Account of his Stew- 


warcthip 3. tho* her allow bimſelf tlictle Or rene, .- 
| TY to 
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not one ſerious Thought of the Certaint y there- 


* 1 
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co prepare for Death and Judgment. Our 
CT cuth and Strength is quickly . gone 3 we ſoon 
decline and languiſh into Duſt: As ſoon as we 


begin to live, we are haſtning to the End of our 
Lite. As a Candle, as ſoon as it begins to burn, 
Or an. Hour-glaſs as ſoon as it 1s turned, doth. 
Hhlaaſten to its End: (Our Lite wi- 
I et. 1. 24. thering like a Flower, and paſ- 
Pſalm 90. 4. ſing like a Watch in the Night.) 


Joy; would blaſt the Feauty, and darken the the 
Luftrs of Worldly Greatnels 53 woulkl fadden 9 Jof 
| | | Le- 


3 - - » — 


8 We muſt die ſhortly, and muc 

Toner than they who lived in the firſt Ages of 

wy the World. As Death is the certain Conſe- 

. quence of Old Age, ſo thoſe Evi} Days (as the 

WH wiſe Man calls them) do ſtill draw near, and 

will quickly overtake us, Whether we. eat, or 

drink, or ilcep; whether we be ſad or merry; 

wi whether we talk or are filent; whether we 

- ft work or are idle; whether we are ſtudious or 

wy careleſs; whether we prepare for Death and 

wt Julgment, or whether we deſpiſe and avoid 
iich Tboughts: And yet how do the moſt 'Or 
ſpend their Youthful Days in Vanity and Sin? do 
Wich a careleſs Neglect of God and their Salva- ab! 
„ tion, in Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, in Chambering 
9 PEE and Wantonneſs, not putting on Me 
. Rom. 12. 13,14. the Lord Jeſus, nor walking in his ove 
„ | Smit; but making proviſions for Vo! 
die Fleſo to fufill the Luſts thereof, As if this Day oc 

wr of the Lord were a great Way off, at a mighty fay 
RN Diſtance : Whereas, our Judge is at the Door, and neſ 
te End of all Things doth approach, and it can't be We 
TH Jong e're all the World mult receive their Doom. eve; 
A Believing Thovght of this, would cer- cau 
Ty tainly imbitter the Pleaſures of Sin, would will 
1 quench cur fond Deſires, and check our Fool- his 
| 1 Ut 11h Hopes, and ſpoil the Keliſh of our Carnal An 
a | 
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Delights, and--weaken- the Temptations of WI 


3 Pleaſures.- For what Satis ta ion can 
that Man | 
ſtimes of Children, and the Laughter of Fools, 
who is verily perſwaded, that ere long he muſt - 
appear to Judgment? How can he be enamoured 


of this Earth, and after ſertous Deliberation be f 


fond of outward Grandure; who believes and 
knows, that ſhortly the Earth 

2 ſelf - ſhall. be burnt up, the 
Trumpet of the Arch - Angel 77 
fund, and our Glorious Judge ſummon all- 
Mankind before his Bar, by that Thundri 


ance? Shall we contradi:t our Principles, and 
live in a Repugnancy to our avowed Creed, 
under the plain Cenſure of notorious Hypccrifie 


Fa) 


or Folly ? The Firſt, from our Proteflion, if we 


do not believe it; the Second, from the Unſuit- 
ableneſs of our Practice, in caſe we do. 
3. Conſider that your Summons to this Fudge . 


ment of God may be ſuaden and unexpected, and ⁵⁶ 


overtake you unawares, When God will require 
your Souls to appear before his Tribunal, how 
. ſoon, or ſuddenly he will do it, you cannot 
ſay. The Time and Place of dur Death, in Kind- 


take in Jovial Company, in the Pa- i 


- 
2 Pet. 3. 10 - 


- | * 
1 
_ 


„ Y 


neſs and Wiſdom, are concealed- from us, that 


we may every where ſtand upon our Guard, and 
every Moment expect our Call to Judgment. Be- 
cauſe we know not whether God by Sickneſs 
will advertiſe us of our approaching End, or 
his Stroke be ſudden by an unexpected Caſualty. 
And therefore Moſes ſpeakin : 
the Fews, as to one Man, kuth Deut. 30. 20. 
of God, He ih Life, aud the . | 1 

„ 5 lengtß 


to | | 
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=__ tech of y Days; 9.4. The Hort ning or prolong- 
ing of Bic Days is in the Hand of God, Hence m 


\ 


ſome are taken the firſt Hour, and ſome at the ne 
third, and ſome at the ſicth, and fume at the dc 
= nth, and others let alone *till the Eleventhß; ni 
but that is a great Uncertainty: For we may ar 

be ſurpriſed. Innumerable' Aceidents attend us pr 

every. where, that may blot our Names out of fee 

the Book of Life, and ſuddenly confine us ta | ha 

the Chambers of Death. It may be, ths Day to 

we are Jovial, and in Health among our Friends, ra 

and Worldly Affairs; and to morrow arreſted us 
with a Summons to judgment. In the Aon 

B 2g in chaſe of Earthly Honour, Riches, or De- fin 
Aghts; and in the Evening laid out for our Fu- Ti 
WF eral, by various Accidents not now foreſeen 13 
dy us, or by any of our Friends. . rag 
We may be Cut off, while we preſume on Me 
hereafter, while we reſolve to repent, in the to 

- midit of our Holy Purpoſes, Letore they are ſux 
performed: For tho' we read in Scripture of Pra 

the Sinner of an Hundied Years Old, ihat he ſball 6 


be accurſt ; yet have we no Example ot one in 2 
Thonſand,. that lives to that Age. bis Young. 
Perſon, whoſe Funeral occaſion'd my Diſcourſe, 
not many Days fince, was as ftrong and health- 
tul, and as likely to live as any of us; and "tis 
4 very great Queſtion, whether Du and I may 
have fo much Time and Space tn repent- upon a 
Stck-bed; as he had; who enjoy'd his Senſes, . 
and the uſe of his Reaſon to the very laſt. This 
Day therefore cannot be too ſoon to prepare, 
becauſe to Morrow may be too late: Every un- 
| propped Sinner being <xpcs'd to as many Hazards . - 
of Everlaſting Deſtruction, as there may be Ac-- 
| cidents to ſurprize him with a ſudden Death. 
4. Conſider, that Youth and Health is the fittef ©- 
un Jane to prepare for this final Fudgment, 
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— As to the former, if we but reflect on tgñge 
„ manifold Infirmities of Old Age; that Weak- 
* neſs of Body, and that Decay of Parts which 
1e doth uſually accompany that State; the hard- 
15 ning of their Hearts by a Cuſtom and Continu- 
1 ang in Sin ; the. loſs of Memory and quick Ap- 
15 prehenſion ; the: want of thuſe vigorous At> - 
0 fections, and flexible Ine linations, which they 
o had in Youth, (which makes it more difficult 
ay ' to convince and perſwade them; ) ſuch Conſide- 
8, rations as theſe mould be enough to diſcourage 
2 us from adventuring to delay. 55 
2— Eeſides this, how can fuch Perſons expect to 
pt: find Acceptance with: God in the Dregs of their 
1— Time, after the miſpending of an whole Life to 
- ohh His Diſhanour? For tho? I would not difcou-  . 
rage their utmoſt Endeavours, and thro' the 
n Mercy vf God in Chriſt, there is Hope enough 
3 to prevent à total Deſpair; yet what can we 
re ſuppoſe ſhould be the Subſtance of ſuch a Man's 
of Prayer, but to this Effect? 
all: © © Lord! I have waſted my Days in Sin; and 
a < ſacrificed the Flower of mine Age to Sport and 
1g « Folly, to the Provocation of thy Juſtice, * 
ſe, « and the Hazard of my. Salvation; the ei of 
h- all my Time, I muſt confeſs, hath been de- 
- oh * voted to the Will of Satan, aud devoured by 
a7 „my Luſts: But I here preſent thee with the - 
6 Lees and Refuſe of my Strength and Age; 
es, | © the little Fragments, and poor Remainder 
his „ which they have left: I beſeech thee, tor the 
„ « ſake of Chriſt, to receive me now at laſt, tho! 
N= «. I did obſtinately deny Obedience to thy ar- 
rds | lier Calls, and wiltfully refus'd to return ſoon- 
c-- | * er: Tho! now my Strength, as well as my 
% Body, is bow'd ' down to the Grave, and T 
tet % am hardly capable of doing thee any Service; 


4 yet deny me not, O Lord, to live with thee 
. « in 


2 in the #ther-Porld, tho? I have liv'd fn-long 
e without thee in this. What Prevalency 
imagine, is there like to de in ſo weak an Ad- 


or ſuppoſe t 


, do we 


dreſs? Without a Sovereign - Extraordinary 
Grace, to relieve the Exigence of ſuch ſad and 
diſcourag! | 
there, when you cannot conſider upon any 


Subject for a Quarter of an Hour, without mani- 


fold Interruptions ? 


And then. as to Health 3 That for certain is the ' 


moſt proper Time to prepare for Judgment. Let 
us but ſuppoſe the young Sinner ſeiz d by a Fit 
of Sickneſs if the Acuteneſs of the- Diſeaſe do 


not influence the Brain, and caufe a Deliriuni, 


yet is that a Time to Rerent, and make your 


eace with God, and 4rovide for your Appear- , 


ance before his Judgment-Seat ? For uſually the 
Underſtanding is then clouded, the Fancy then 


diſturb'd ," the Paſſions diſordered , - and the | 


Thoughts diſtratet. 


— — 7 


Caſe,; or the Devil uſe his Subtilty and Malice 


toideceive or terrifie thy guilty Soul; and then 
tell me, whether a Sick-bed be a fit Seaſon to 
ä 3 for Judgment? May: not thy Thoughts 
ave Work enough to: itruggle with thy Pains, 

or to ſettle thine Eſtate, or — thy mourn- 
en thy Pulſe is“ 


low, and thy Breath ſhort, - and thy Spirits | hb 


ing Friends about thee? W 
almoſt gone, thy Sins many, and thy Fears 


great, and thou haſt hardly ſufficient Strengtng 
get rid of a Clot of Spittle.; Is . that? a 
Trint᷑ ipalitiès and 


to 
Time to enter the Liſts vit 


Powers, and all the Rulers of outer Darkneſs? 
_ Beſides, tis the Caſe of many, that the. _—_ : 
1 „ 


ing Circumſtances, how little Hope is 


Sx > | 7 F 

Conſider ſeriouſly, what is wont to be the 
Hurry of a violent Diſtemper; ſuppoſe Reſt- 
lefneſs, N Heat, or Pain, or want o? Sleep; 
Phyfician ſhould miſtake thx 


bable, that their laſt Sickneſs will be ve 
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they approach to Death, the /efs apt they are 


to believe it: And ſo. perith/ in their Security, 


being totally unconcern'd about a future Judgment 


But ſuppoſing the free uſe of Reaſon, and 


an awaken'd Apprehenſion likewiſe of what re- 


fers. to their Immortal. Souls, and their Eternal 

Abode, i thenadd; 8 
5. That if, -through "the Enticements of 

Youthful Luſts, you now neglect to prepare, it 


is very probable (and you may juitly . 


that your Paſſage, by Death, to this qudgment of 
God will be very uncomfortable, and full of Horror + 
Whether Repentance on the Brink of the Grave, 


_ after a wicked Life, may be Saving or no, is 4 
not the Queſtion. Thro? an extraordinary Act f 


Grace, (whereof the penitent Thief was an In- 
ſtance) it cannot be deny'd poſſihle But when 
it's Sincere and Saving, who can tell any other- 
wife, than as in Charity we muſt hope the beſt ? 
For as to the Perſons themſelves, on a Sick and 
Death-bed, how can they in an Ordinu way be 
aſſuxed of their Sincerity ? It is therefore pry 
comfortable, though their Repentance ſhould 
prove fincers, and their: Souls be ſaved in the 

ay. of Chriſt. For ſuppoſe, when their Sins 
ſtare them in the Face, and they did never til 
vo bet hink themſelves of the Neceſlity of a 
Pardon; That Satan ſhould now etellthem, that 
their Repentance comes too late, to meet with 
that Mercy they ſo long abus' d. - Suppoſe 


I be tell 'em, that ?tis all owing to their Fears 


of Death, and the apprehended dreadful Con- 


ſequences of dying. If he ſhould tell 'em, 
that the Pleaſures of Sin are loſt, and ſo the 


Bait to entice them gone,; that every thin 


| about them looks ſad and mournful; and ſuc 
a Change of their Condition, from Health to 


Sick 


26 rt; 
Sickneſs, and the Gates of Death, muſt needs 


took em up. 


and Foreſigh 
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alter their Reſolutions and Thoughts. If he 
ſhould tell em, that the Nenrneſf of Eternity 
eanhot but make à Perſon, who hath ſpace to 
conſider, more apprehenſive of another World, 
and concerned about it, than at other Times ; 
and that if Sickneſs and Death were at a greater 


Diſtance, they would {till be the ſame that ever 


they were; which is too ſally probable, from 


the many Examples of thoſe, who have return'd 
to their former Sins, 


as ſoon as they re- 
turn'd to their Health; and left all their Re- 
pentance, their hol e and good Re- 
ſolutions, in that Sick-bed, where at firſt they 
IF the Devil ſuggeſt ſuch a 
Temptation as this to the Sick Penitent, who 
Bath hitherto walk' d in the uy of his own Heart, 
and in the fight of his Eyes; What can he reply, 
Or plead on his own Behalt, to make proof o 

the Sincerity of bis Repentance to himſelf, or 
to thoſe about him? However, it may become 


us to conſider ſeriouſly, that God doth often- 
times in righteous Judgment open the Eyes of 


Great Sinners on a Death-bed; and fill their 


Souls with an amazing Horror from the Fears, 
t of his approaching Vengeance. 


When they cannot but apprehend, that their 


Sinning Seaſon is now expir'd, their Mirth and 


Jollity over, their final Judgment at hand, and 
their Bodies and Souls within a few Hours to 
part, and ſo be divided between the Grave and 
Hell. You will then admit other Thoughts of 
God, and his terrible Judgment, than at pre- 


ſent in your careleſs Health; bitterly reffcting 
on your paſt Follies, in the Days of your Youth, - 
. and freely condemning your tormer Choice. | 
Ihe ſerious Review of your ſenſual Joys, (which 
are fled. as a Shadow, and vaniih'd like a er” | 
1 8 | ot 
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1 of Smoak) ſhall give you an unexpreſſible Re- 
eeds oe 776 Shams 2 W YOus - - 
12 Souls for ſuch a thing of nought, and ventured | 
anc d your Eternal Salvation, and tor ever loſt 1t, for 
„% fa trifling Luft. _— Ry 
es; © Was my God, my Soul, and my Salvati- 
£5 fs on, of no greater Value? (will you then ie 
arr Be forc'd to ſay) of no greater Value, than ſo 
e {© ably to be parted with, for the ſhort Satis- 
on “ faction of 2 Brutiſh forbidden Pleaſure ? 
md . Mutt I leave this World 1 lov'd ſo dearly 

and bid adieu for ever to all its Enjoyments? 
Re- 4 Are all my good Days paſt? Is all my Mirth - - 
Re. * and Joy concluded, and nothing but Eter- 
wh nal Sorrows to be expected? Muſt all my 
h 2 . Mirth and Laughter be exchanged for Tears 
who I and Howling? My Eaſe and Pleaſure, for in- 
mts f upportable,. remedileſs Torments ? Muſt my | 
. gui Soul be thus torn from my Body, and 
or | from all things in which it dock Delight, to 
ame |< de drag d and hurry'd to. Difmal Place 
ne „ where it will hate to live, and yet ann 
r „ die? Mut I ſport, and fing, and revel it no 
Of | more? Mult I brave it out in Pride no lon- 
heir ] ger, an! relifh the Delights of Seaſe no nere, 
Ars 4 0 more, for ever? And which is worſe, in- 
nee. (0 nitely worſe ; Muſt I make my Appearance 
nel ESO my offended Judge ? whoſe Threat- 
and „ nings I derided, whoſe Wrath I provok'd, 
and fi Choſe Commands I contradicted, whuſe Ser- 

S tO Nu vants I reproach'd ? c. Muſt I now appear 
and. e before the dreadful Tribunal of this Juſt, this 
Of | Holy, this Inexorable judge? Is there no 
Pes [© hope of eſcaping in the Crowd, and fo avoid 
Ning « a Trial? Or is there no poſſibility of an Ex- 
th, ] « cuſe, when arraigned before his Bar? Or 1s 
Mick « there no Method to be found, to 2D 4 
hich eee e e e | | 
loud. Execution. of his terrible Judgment ? 1 aut : 
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heat, and hear to my Confuſion, that Epi- 
&® tome of Hell compriz'd intò a Sentence? De- 
e part, Depart: from me ye curſed into Everlaſt- 
% 2g Fire? Oh! what ſhall I be able to ſay fbr 
my ſelf? When my own Conſcience brings 
the Charge, and reads the Indictment, and J 


, cannat diſown, or deny One Article of what 


I am accus'd? DTD 
All the Mercies you have receiv'd from God, 
all the inſtructive Afflictions you have at any 
time met with; all the awakening Sermons 
you have heard, all the Motions of God's Spi- 
rit, and the Rebukes of your own, which you 
have reſiſted ; all- the Calls of his Word, the 
Warnings of his Providence, and the Threat- 
nings of his Wrath, which you have ſlighted; 
your Knowledge of your Danger, your "Time 
and Space to repent, your former Confeſſions 
of Sin, your Convictions of Guilt, your Pur- 
«pofes. to reform, the Reproofs you have had 
from others, and the Promiſes you have made 
your ſelves, may all be muſter'd up to your 
awaken'd Thoughts, to ſeize your Souls with 


Horror and Confufion, when you are called by 


Death to paſs to this Judgment of God. ky 
* And now, Chriſtians, tis probable you may 


ro and hope that this will never he your N. 
Caſe 


; yet the preſent Inſtance of this Unhappy 
Youth, may convince you that *tis poſlible, and 
more than poſſible. For t 0 
(to my Knowledge) ſave on his Death-Bed, 

yet having expreſs d his own Deſires, that others 
might take warning by his Example,” I need 
not ſcruple to .acquaint you, (with what I 
learnt from himſelf, and is well known to his 
furviving Companions) that during his Health, 
he did put the evil Day far fom bim: And yet 
was very apprehenſive of a future — 
"8 
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Foie land concern'd at his own Unpreparedneſs, in 
his laſt Sickue /s 3 moſt heartily confeſſing with 
many Tears, that he had indulged to Youth- 
Tful Luſts, delighted in wicked Company, lived 
lin the Prophanation of the Sabbath, and made 
2 mock of every thing almoſt that was Seri- 
What: ous : And this notwithſtanding the Counſels of 

his Friends, and ſome Chegks of his own Con- 
God. Nience. He ſadly bemoaned his forlorn State, 
is having little or no hope to find Mercy at the 


a ot, Hand of God ; penitently conteſſigg his own 
Syi⸗ Wilfulneſs and 'olly, that procur' it to him- 


ou lſelf: And thereupon cry'd out in the Bitterneſs | 
Ihe (of his Soul, to this Effect. Oh! had I believ'd | 
* « and known, what now I do; I would have 
tea: | been more concern'd to ſecure my Everlaſting 
Tie“ Intereſt ; I would have taken more Care to 
« avoid Temptation; I would have employ'd 
* my Time to Letter Purpaſes, and attended 
had!“ the 1 of the Word in another man- 
„ner, c. Put I tear 'tis now too late. And 


_ then with the greateſt Importunity did beg of 
9815 God to pardon and forgive him, for the ſake 


„Jof Chriſt: Then toſſing from Place to Place, 
wringing his Hands, and lifting up his Eyes to 
„Heaven, (with the affecting Vehemence of a de- 
{pairing Soul) did beſe=ch the Aſſiſtance of thoſe 


_ about him, to ſeek to God on his Behalf. 
peu „Ohl pray for me, pray for me, for Chriſt's 
A : 


* ſake pray for me; that if yet Mercy my be 
Beg | © bad, the Lord would. take pity on a mifera- 
“dle Sinner. O my Sins are a Burden too hea- 
vy for me to bear! I have finn'd, tho? God 
dat I | ſtood by and ſaw me: I have ſinn'd, tho' my 
e“ Conſcience did rebuke me for it. Again, IL 
ealth. ], have finn'd, tho I reſoly'd to fin no more; 1 
know not what to do, or which way to turn, 
Sc. for with ſuch Words as theſe did he bewail 
ee n ..-— * une, 


* 
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himſelf, and fignifie the Horrors of an accuſing 
Conſcience. Nererthelef 5, for the Support of 
his Relations, and the Encouragement of al 
returns Sinners, I am willing to add, That 
2 little before his Chauge, (which was ſudden 
and ziexpected, when his Friends began to en 
tertain me Hopes of his Recovery) his Spirit 
wit Sore Compos'd and Calm, his diſtracting 
Tertird nuch abated; and the overwhelming 
Fears of Death and Judgment, very much -ſub- 
Wd and Rercome. 2 

In bis Confeſſions of Sin, he own'd and ag 
gravated his Crimes with the greateſt Freedom 
with a deep Remorſe of Spirit, and an hearty 
ſerious Senſe and Feeling of what lie ſpake. He 
did not go about to palliate or excuſe his for- 
mer Wickedneſs, to leſten or diminiſh it, by 
f:1:ting the Blame on the Subtilty of the De- 


vil, the Biaſs and Inclination of a Bodily Tem- 


per, the Corruption of Humane Nature, or 
the Perſwaſions of Exil wah 02's Se. although 
this lad he did very much Lament, as the 
2 7 5 Snare to his Soul, and a yrincipal Occa- 
ion of his Youthful Sins, and apprehended Ruin. 
Among other Sms which an àccuſing Con- 
ſcience told him of, one that did more particu- 
larly affect his Heart, and burden his Soul, was 
the Sm of Lying; «I mention this with an un- 
feigned Defire, that all young Perſons (Ap- 
prentices eſpecially) would remember this Ex- 
ample, and reſolve againſt it. I 
There is one thing more, which I named firſt, 
and would here take notice of, I mean bis 
Scoffng Humour; and this he acknowledged 
with a great deal of Remorſe and Shame; that 
when firſt he was an Hearer in this Place, he 
"came with a Deſign to Droll uon the Sermon, and 
deride the Young Preacher: But not — 
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with any thing on which to break a Jeft, or 
occahon Mirth and . Laughter, nothing but 
what was Serious, and ſuited to te {tol-mn 
Work and Service of a Sabbath, be 18 5 


come again, and accordingly fur ſome 2:6 
did fo, . (I cannot ſay how long) with Other 


Thoughts of my Brethren and me, and of the 
ſerious Plainneſs of this our way of Worſhip, 


than his former Ignorance and Prejudices would 


ſuffer him to admit; and Thanks be to God he 
ig not the only Inſtance of this kind. of 
Therefore I cannot but ſubjoyn, that as\ Re- 


ligion is not the leſs excellent, becauſe ſome 


Fools deſpiſe it; nor Sin the leſs deſtrutive, 


becauſe there be ſome Atheiſtical Scoffers who 
make a mock of Sin; neither is plain and ſeri- 
ous Preaching (with the Purity and Simplicity 
of Goſpel Worthip) any whit the more Con- 
temptible, becauſe ſome that it in ihe Chair of 
Scorners, deride and run it downg ſince theſs 
kind of Scoffers, are uſually ſuch as caſt off all 
Thoughts of God, and an After-reckoning, and 
are no way influen-'d by the Confideration of a 
future Life; to whom Heaven and Hell are 
Words of Sport, and the Sacred Scripture matter 
of Deriſion. 

For none, metbinks, who are ſerious in the 
Practice of Religion, and make a Conlcience 
of their Words and Actions, ſhould dare to 


make a mock of the V orbit of God, or thoſe 


that joyn therein, whether Miniſters or People: 


Only upon the Account of ſome little Diffe- 


rence, trom that Method and Way of Wor- 
hip, which they like beſt, when the Subſtance 
and Deſign of both is apparently the fame, and 
believ'd to be fo. Did Men but underſtand 


_ what they Profeſs by owning Chriſtianity; did 


they but Beliete what they Underſtand, © and» 
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TPreackice what th | 2c pou to Believe, a meer 
_ FReverence and Tu Regard to Holy Things, 
_ would moſt certainly give a Check to this Scof- 
F ir | Sing Humour, in Reference to thoſe who cannot 


i all Reſpects, conform to their Meaſures. 
. Laftly, Confider the Dreadfulneſs and the 
Terror of this Final Judgment, in its ſelf, and its 
certain and immediate Conſequentes to every un- 
. 8 Sinner, whether young or old. 
When the Bleſſed Jeſus ſhall be revealed 
from Heaven, with his might Angels, to take 
the Throne by his Father's Ee, and Judge 
Be the World in Righteouſneſs ; - when He that 
ſtoopꝰ'd from Heaven to Earth, to be a Sacri- 
. fice for Sin; who endured the Contradiction 
of Sinnefs againſt himſelf, in the Days of his 
Fleſh, ſuffer'd the Cruelty of Men, and the 
Wrath of his Father, and the curſed Death of 


3 i 


come again as the Fudge of quick and dead; we 
ſhall then have other Thoughts of Him, and of 
Our ſelves, than now we entertain, 

=  Sirs, he now offers you a Pardon, as the Pur- 
wg chaſe of his Death, on eaſy, honourable, and 

WS advantageous Terms': But it will be then too 
late, and in vain to beg it. He now warns you 


of Youthful Luſts is Death and judgment, 
- and Eternal Wrath. And then you ſhall know 
that he ſpake in Earneſt, and his Words were 
true. Now as a merciful Redeemer, he en- 
treats you to be Reconcil'd; he ſhall #hen be 


Contuſion, as a Terrible Judge. 
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tbe Croſs, upon our Account; when he ſhall 


of your Danger, and tells you, that the End 


cloathed with Vengeance, and appear to your f 


At firſt he came in the Form of a Servant, 
to make our Peace with God, and was there- 
upon deſpiſed and rejected of Men. But be 
hall ſhortly come again to render Vengeance to 

. : Es . thoſe, 
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be will bid you depart; Depm By 
curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared ante fie 


Depi! and his Angen. ee bi N 38 


a \ : 8 3 d : 
From that Gord after whoſe. nage fyoutorkre 


Created, in whoſe, Favour ſtands yourkatet, 


from that Saviour who rędeemed you byudts 
(precious. Blood; and frem that Holy Shir its 
wouldch ae ſanctifieq you by his Grace: 
| Depart: From me, and fram all Hopes ef Salo a- 
tion by me. Trom ne, and all the Bie 


Company of Saints and Angels, that ſhall live | 


with me for ever. | 
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A Funeral Sermon, © © 
= Depart from nie, Abandoned, to an Everlaſt- 1 
ing Curſe, (of which both Souls and Bodies 
Mall be the wretched unhappy Subjeæ&s) into | 
Exquifite Torments ſet forth by Fire; and ſuch 
"as were originally deſign'd for the Apoſtate ib. 1 
Spirits, of whom the Scripture doth ſuppoſe one -v 
to be the principal Ring-leader of all the reſt, f 
and who are therefore termed his Angels. BF tft 

They who tempted you to Sin, ſhall deride 7 

your F * and triumph in your Ruin, and 
be your Conſtant perpetual Tormenters; ſince 

the Fire is wunquenchable and nevcr goeth out, 3 
| The Wicked ſhall go away into a; 
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1 | Mat. 25. ult. Everlaſting Puniſbment, as the Righ- i cc 
11 * teous into Life Eternal. | "tl 
W Nevertheleſs how dreadful ſoever this Sen- th 
iÞ tence muſt needs be, it is not more intolerable th 

in it ſelf, than unavoidable to the Sinner: For No 


- where will you hide from his MT Eye ? Es 
Or how will you reſiſt the Force of his Almgh- Sp 
ty Arm? As it will be in vain to think of ſup- 11 

port ing his Wrath, ſo every whit fas vain to ha 

zmagine a Poſſibility of eſcaping it. Will the dle 
Teats of a deſpairtng Sinner extinguiſh the Fire Int 
of God's Wrath, and quench the Flames of Hell? tha 
Willi lus wiſhing he had been wiſer in the leaſt pla 


avail, when the Charge is proved, and the Sen- in 
Vence paſt? Whither would you flee from the . 
| Juſtice of the Judge? . Whither? But to the one 
Mercy of: a Saviour? But this Saviour is now || .the 
tae Fulze, and become your Enemy: A Sight of . Tor. 
whom fhall' awaken the moſt: ſlumbring Con- Dar 
ſcience, and make the never dying Worm gnaw un 
Jour very Heart: When you 'ſhall be minded 
1 14 of the Calls and Invitations - you refuſed; and 
17 the Warnings you ſlighted, the Convictions you 
Kd lifled, and the Vows — broke; and you be 
114 icroed to reflect on the Vanities of your Tons, 
. A . £54 ** „55 * "ISS 99 7 2 — * A | 
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When for a light 
Temporal Pleaſure you v 


for a Momentary Satist: 


Ally be falſe; that after Millions of Ages under 
the Wrath of God, it will not then be paſt the 
Beginning of Sorrows, but an everlaſting Venge- 
ance will be yet to come, and will ever be to 


come. O curſed be my wicked Comfanions 


that intioed me to Sin, and ſo to Ruin; or ra- 
ther, Curſed be my own Stupidity and Folly, 
that I would not be perſwaded to believe what 
now I know and feel! Oh! that I were on 
Earth again ! and had the Benefit of one Months 
Space, in Order to a ſecond Tryal! Oh! that 
I had never ſeen tbe Light! . Or that the Earth 
had open'd and ſwallowed- me up in my Cray. 
dle! or rather, Oh! that in Time I had receiv'd 


Inſtruction, and harkened to Reproof ! Ob! 


that in Time I had believed what LI was told ſo 
_—_ and warned of ſo Faithfully, concern-- 
God, and his Righteous Judgment. 
ow that this may never be the Caſe of a 


one of us, let me conclude with the Advice: of * 
the Frophet, Give ay to be N 


Lord your God, before + Jer. 13+ 16, 
Darkneſs, and before your , Feet _ | 
tumble upon the dark Mountains, and while 7 hook 
for Light, he turn it into the Shadow o Death, 1 


made it groſs nn 


FINIS, 


* i a/ oK back on the Time paſo of our 3 A 
5 Lene | -” 
| on, you run the 
Hazard of. this heaty Püniſnment; when for a. I 
ured an endleſs Tor- 
an unmixed Paifi; 
hy an Eternal Wratk; 
_ for a ſhort Sin, an everlaſting Sorrow. 0E 
ernity Eternity Is it true, or rather can it poſ- 
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III of Manlaid doWz 4 Work 51 Scrpr 
"Hine, chiefly int ntended for the Benefit of the 
5 Sort, divided into Two Parts : The firſt 
Sonralging tbe chief Principles of. out Chriſtian 1 
Belief; —. ſecond e ee, us in our Duty to 
God and Man, according to — Methods obſer- 
Ved in the Excellent: Book, Entituled, The bole 
Duty of Man: To which is added, Devotion in x- 
. Words of Soripture, with devout Collects 
Tor ſeveral Occaſions, > oy" Price 6. 4. proper to 
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